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And oft 'tis ſeen, the wicked Prize itſelf 

Buys out the Law: But 'tis not ſo Above; 
Tzzns.is no ſhuffling ; Turns the Aion lies 
In his true Nature; and we ourſelves compell'd, 
Ev'n to the Teeth and Forchead of our Faults, 
To give in Evidence, What then? What reſts ? 
Trey what REPENTANCE can: What can it not? 
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CHAP. 1. 


None knew, ill guilt ried fear, 
What darts or d arrows were. 
Koscouue, 


my your 3 
| 5 were continually adviſing me 
M to leave my miſtreſs, and 

Weg 5 to London, where I might 
find out my mother; or, if I failed in 
that, could not be nearer ſtarving than 
where I was. They had ſo little no- 
Wok. II. B tion 


. 
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R . 
L .mC, 3.5 . | 
tion of che ſize of this metropolis, *atid 


the numbers it containg, that they pet 
ſuaded me it could be no very difficult” 
matter to find out Madam Tent ; who 
ſeemed to them, by the accounts of 
her, to be ſuch a very fine lady, that | 
there could not be many ſuch, even in 
c eee 


My ignorance was not likely to be 
leſs than theirs ; fince I had ſcarcely 
ever heard the name of the town but 
from them: and the advice fo many 
good friends gave me, joined with my 
diſlike of my place, and the deſire of 
finding myſelf the daughter of a great 
Lady, determined me to execute this 
ſcheme, after I had lived near two 
years with my miſtreſs, 


'T was not quite fifteen when I ſet 
out, without any money in, my poc- 
ket, but juſt what was neceffary to 
pay for my paſſage in the waggon, and 
my maintenance on the road; for part 
of which I was obliged to ſome viſitors | 
fs * 5 


[3 3 

ta my miſtreſs at Chriſtmas ; and the 
remainder. was the contribution of thoſe; 
who adviſed me to this ſtep ; to whom 
L was. to make a grateful return, when 
L. Was. ſettled with; my Mamma. 1 
had ſo little fear of not finding lier, 
that I was not at all diſturbed by me 
emptineſs of my pooket, 8. 


The waggon arrived in Landon 
abbut noon. My poſſeſſions went into 
ſo ſmall a com — that I carried them 
with eaſe under my arm; and, as ſoon 
as I alighted, went the way which 
chance directed me, inquiring of every 
body where Madam Tent lived. Some 
Ry others anſwered me ſurlily ; 
but as I knew no way of accounting 
for this behaviour, I did not attribute 
it to any abſurdity in my queſtion. I 
ſtrayed in this manner à long time, 
hoping every good houſe I faw was 
Madam Tent's; but the frequent diſ- 
appointments I met with began to diſ- 
Wee e. 
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At laſt, having put the ſame 0. 

tion. Li A+man, v who; ſtood, at a, 

125 10 My, Band joy Fe me; he 

tha, an ,Qne T4801 z but 
ly. 


NII ent, meant? 
mother, 4 ant 0 ur Ho- 
15 Dohr, replied I, who took "Him for 
a. very fine gentleman, never having 
ſeen even the Squire of our pariſh with 
ſo much lace,on his waiſtcoat. .. 1 boi 
© Oh!” anſwered he, «© then it is the 
c lame: the lives in the next ſtreet: 
© it mult be her; for be is mother to 
*A 20 11 many.“ 

3 * If 15 has ſo m many ante aid 


Never fear, BW! * man p 
© the will hardly refuſe ſuch a daugh- 
c ter as you are: no, if there were 
© hundred like you, they would be 
c welcome: ſhe is Kirk, 2 good-hu- 


© moured; 5 an excellent kind mother 
* you will ind Rer. cn th 
cc Alack, Sir!” I replied, © I am 
belsan te hea it,” And being. parti- 
SS lil va 70 51 4/4. 1:1: larly 
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up 2cmst 9d. RI Wes el 3A 
ci directed I went to tlie blouſe; | 
* Envcking” with N $i, 0 
füge 1. „Wen toast 2 Wo x 
the Böer, WIe aled Me n. 30 
ſmiling countenance,” hat 1 e | 
I told her, Madam Tent.” The ict 
locke E at me ; id then 


biddi ie along ng with, he | her, car- 
I 111 * 
right me 11 85 ülftfeſs. 8 N 
N 21 M 8 To , Iſl HIV tits | 11 


Madam Tent might ſdoner claim 
an air of dignity than of gentility, 
She was fat, red-faced, And difty; her 
eloaths Half off, for Want of pinning ; 
and, in ſhort, 0 intirely the reverſe of 
my late miſtreſs, that I found a charm 
in what would have diſguſted any one 
elſe. I was ſo much awed by the 
reſence of ſo great a Lady, as I fan- 
ied” her, that I ſtood: dropping my 
little country court ſies at the door, as 
faſt as could be, without Wü to 
Peake: * 


The ee Lady, being a0 was no 
end of my civility, or my ſilence, came 
5 B 3 up 
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up to me, and tak ing my band, and 
ſmiling with wonderful affibility, alk- 
ed me it I wanted her? She exbotted 
me many times not to be aſhamed of 
telling her what brought me there, be- 
fore I could get courage to inform her, 
that, « if I might be ſo bold, I believed 
« the was my mother.” Very likely, 
replied ſhe, * my pretty dear; or if I 
dam not already, I am willing to be 

< ſo: but tell me, my love, how I came 
to be your mother.” 


Encouraged by her kind expreſſions, 


* gave her the beſt account I could of 


my birth, and of the reſolution I had 
ha to find out my mother, and how 
Jong I had walked about the town be- 
fore any one would tell me where ſhe 
RES” 


I faw my ſuppoſed mother give a 
ſignificant hut” at a young womab, 
who was in the room, which I ima- 


| gined implied her approbation of my 
3 * hes ot; and then 


ex- 


1 


expreſſing great joy at finding her loſt 
daughter, embraced and Kilt me, 
and told me, that {Ke would intröduce 
me to a great many” fifters. © Accord- 
ingly ſeveral young women were called 
gift who all received me very _ 

PL and aſked me many 1 : 
law they were diverted at my anſwers ; 
which I did not wonder at, as I was 
ſenſible 1 muſt appear very odd and 
_ aukward to ſuch fine ladies. 


T need not tell you, that this p- 
poſed mother of mine was an old 
bawd, whoſe name being the ſame of 
that 1 was inquiring fos, it was not 
ſtrange I fell into her hands. But to 
render the motives for her proceedings 
better underſtood, I ſhall tell your her 
views as I go on in my ſtory, tho 
I did not know them till ſome time 
after wards. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, my extreme 
youth, my freſh com lexion, and the 
great innocence and fimplicity of my 


appearance, made her Wat me no 
© ſinall 


m—— yes 6 me there,. ſhe. readily 
-a6quielced in the claim Laid, v6 oa 
and-refolved, meither to; undeceive me, 
nor to ſuffer me to be broke of my inno- 
cent aukwardneſs, which. ſhe thought 
would be a great charm to many men; 
and tho often imitated, yet could ne- 
duet be, equalled by any art., For this 
— charged all her young wo- 
men to avoid every thing that could 
leſſen my ignorance in any particular; 
and began to conſider — to turn her 
Young lavage, to the beſt account. 
e 7 Ha 4 
be ke apt me nal whe way of her 
company, telling me I muſt not a 

r fill ſhe had got me cloaths fit 2 
| = daughter; and a mantua- maker 
Was employed to fit ſome ſhe had hy 
ker to my perſon. The hopes ſhe had 
of turning me to her advantage, put her 
in ſuch good humour, that to ap 
fond — 98 was no hard taſk ; and 1 
was delighted to find the man's ac- 
Lanz 4 1 her een ſo true. 
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pol | 
Duke I peroeived an aukwar 
my manner and e expreſfion;” I was de 
firbus of correfting it, and egg 
 ridther and fiſters would ff" mie in 
poliſhing ' myſelf; "but" ty” mother 
charged me to avoid making the leaſt 
alteration in eitlier; for ſhe fhotld net 
love me half ſo well if Iwas Without 
-thoſ&peculiarities; And aſſured me they 
would be looked upon by every obe as 
ſo many graces; for nothing was ſo 
attracting as novelty. This made me 
lay aſide my deſign, and conſequentiy 
grow inattentive to differences, Which 
had before ſtruck me ſo much; and 
I indulged my ruſticity wide con- 
vom 


As ſoon as T was perfectly 2 
I was ſuffered to drink tea in the par- 
lour-with the gentlemen who came to 
the houſe ; but was always directed to 


etire to my room very ſoon afterwards. 

Various reaſons were given me why 1. 
ſhould not ſtay; which paſſed upon 
me for the true ones, not having the 
72 - oY leaſt 
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[ to] 
Aeaft notion that I was then only ſhew- 
ing to different people, that Mrs.” Tent 
might know Who would bid the en 
for me. . 

After this manner of echo for 
a few days, my ſuppoſed mother told 
me, that Mr. Maſtin, one of the gen- 
| tlemen who had drank tea with us 
two or three times, had deſired to 
come that afternoon to ſee me, without 
going into ſo much company; and 
therefore I ſhould receive him 1 in my 
OWN room. ROE, 


I expreſſed my ftpeite at his pre- 
ferring the converſation of ſuch an ig- 
norant unbred girl as myſelf to that of 
my fiſters, who were ſo much more 
genteel and agreeable. She told me 
my ignorance was my charm ; that 
he was delighted with my inno- 
cence, and declared he never faw fo 
inchanting a young creature. He is 
= yaſt good,” replied I, © to excuſe 

2 I aukwardneſs.” As this led us 
| into 


[L711 
into. ſome diſcourſe about my ruſticity, 
1 yentured to aſk, her * If my filters 
.<,,were not a little bold; for 5 
c to me they were ſometimes a little 

« bold and forward.” * child, 

anfwarey my mother, * it is natural 

you ſhould think ſo, having been 
© educated amongſt vulgar people'; but 


© their behaviour is ha of perſons: of | 


© faſhion : all ſuch conduct themſelves 
in the ſame manner.“ I begged par- 
don for my vulgarity; and our con- 
verſation Was interrupted by te ar- 


rival of Mr. Maſtin. 


Soon after Mr. Maſtin came, my 
mother was called out of the room, 
and we remained tele a iẽte. 


4 m# 


Lan, 


Whether he had any doubt Se 


the reality of my fimplicity, or only 
an inclination to be convinced of it 
from my own mouth, I know not ; 

but he by queſtions drew from me an 
account of my whole life, from the 


firſt of my remembrance ; which in- 
| Bo  - "deed 
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deed was no difficult matter; for I was 
malified to talk On ſo few ſubjects, 
t. I was very well inclined to make 
myſelf the topic af my diſcoutſe. 


dete acadg 1995 2: i!? 
Mr. Maſtin ſhewed fo much com- 
paſſion. at any incidents in my relation 


F 


* ro 


Which implied diſtreſs, and interrupted 


me by ſo many compliments and ten- 
der expreſſions, as pleaſed me much. 
There is great pleaſure in being loved 
and pitied. They were both almoſt 
new to me; and I felt myſelf much 
obliged to a gentleman, who; tho ſo 
late an acquaintance, ſeemed fo fond: 
of me. nene en FL * 


III. © e 7 1871 
Mrs. Tent had ſold this interview at 
à pretty good price, tho' Mr. Maſtin 
had engaged to forbear ſhocking my 
vulgar notions, as ſhe expreſſed herſelf, 
all at once; and accordingly, when the 
. Kipulated time was expired, ſhe re- 
turned to us, and not long after he 
took his leave, having obtained per- 
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L 
As ſoon; as Mr. Maſtin went away; 
my mothervaſked me how Hike 15 75 


and 1 replied Def per ate Well: K 
« has the wikniogeld ways with - hit; 
« ſurely, that ever gentleman had: ſo 
te humble, that, would you believe i it, 
he kiſsd my hand I dare ſay 
times, and ſeemed” to love me a8 
« well as if Ihad been his own daugh< 
<« ter; © He called me tlie ſweeteſt 
names] you cannot think how de- 
Fe "ORE engaging he was.” ns ths Io 
DE 
«Good gentleman! oled Mr. Terk, 
he is indeed mighty ſweet-te 
© and obliging, and I believe loves yu 
much. But ſhe could not fo 5 — 
compoſe her countenance, as not to 
let a tendency to ſmile appear on it; 
which alarming my imple pride, a] 
thought ſhe laugh'd at my y folly, 1 | 
aſked what excited 155 0 Only, my 
dear, replied” ſhe, © to think that 
| 7 fimplicity ſhould have won the 
art of a man, tliat ſo many ladies 
© have been aiming at in vain- 
This 


2] _ 
This anſwer pleaſed my vanity too 
well to leaye me any doubt of its be- 
ing the true reaſon of a ſmile, for which 


T was inclined to account in a manner 
| leſs civil to myſelf, 


For what one likes, if others like as well, 
What ſerves one will, when many wills rebel? 
Pork- 


M* Maſtin came the next day, and 
was brought up into my room. 
As the liberty he had purchaſed was 
more extenſive than the day before, 
he ſoon ſurpriſed me by his famili- 
arity; and at laſt I threatened him, 
that if he did not behave better I would 
tell my morher. He defired I would, 
and I ſhould learn from her, that there 
was no impropriety in his behaviour. 


Aſhamed of the complaints I had 
to make, I did not immediately keep 
my word; but finding I'could no 
make him deſiſt, I told him, that If. 
he did not mend his manners, I 

N » e « would 


L 16 J 
* would go and tell all to my mother. 
He declared I ſhould not leave him; 
but was very willing that 1 Mould 
ring: the _ and ſend for her. 


I did been ing 3 and . the 
came, I acquainted her with © what a 
&« horrid rude man Mr. Maſtin was; 
« and that he was fo deſperate bold 
% and impudent, I would ſtay with 
&« him no lon r and deſired * 
“ would ſcold | 


What for, child?” faid ſhe, with a 
very diſcontented countenance, having 
flattered herſelf that the great prejudice 
IJ had expreſſed in his favour would 
have ſecured. him an eaſier conqueſt; 
and that the ſhame I ſhould. feel for 
what 1 had done, and my. defire of 
concealing it from her, would have 
been an additional proof of my ſimpli- 
city, and greatly enhanced my charms. 
Hut) finding her hopes fruſtrated, ſnie 
Had another reſource. What ſhould 
29 5 child? ſaid 
41 ; the: 


_.- TRL | 
ſhe: May not a man take what li- 
4  berties be will with his wife 
With his wife!” interrupted]. But 
te how am L his wife? I never Was 40 
« much as in the ſame church with 
« him in all my life.. 
What is that to the purpoſe? re- 
| plied Mrs: Tent : - None but low 
country people make all that fuſs 
about marriage. No other ceremony 
© is required among people of faſhion, 
but for a gentleman to tell a lady 
that he will marry her daughter; 
and then, if ſhe conſents, ab be- 
come man and wife. * 
I do not know how that * 
faid I; © but I am ſure Squire Scrim- 
2 ſhelbs daughter was married at our 
* church; and yet ſhe was as fine a 
%, lady as hands and pins could make 
« her; and he was a —_— 20 
« gentleman too. 
Very likely, replied my ho 
c Country 'Squires keep to old-faſhionsz 
but people of quality have left off 
F er ſuch à buſtle about ãt : 
* | 1 1 can 
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** am ſure, added I, © that I re- 
member poor Suſan Stokes was 
& made to ſtand in a white ſheet in 
our pariſh, becauſe ſhe had a child 

«by a man to whom ſhe had never 
« been, married in the church; and 
they had been aſked- out too, which 
is more than I and Mr. Maſtin have 
e been; and ſhe was called a fad 
_ © wicked creature by all our neigh- 

“ bours for it. This I am certain of.” 
Very likely,“ anfwered Mrs. Tent; 
but then I warrant you will find the 
"© man ſhe had her child by had never 
© agreed it with her mother. 

No indeed, I believe not,” replied 
I; for her mother was ſad and an- 
«ory about it, and deſperate grieved 
4 too, and ſaid the ſhould break her 

<« heart.” | 
Well, you ſee the difference then,” 
ſaid Mrs. Tent. * If I had not given 
my conſent, you could not be Mr. 
© Maſtin's wife; that is the very thing 
which makes you two be married. 
Lon may take my word ſurely; for 
» £ 5 0 you 


1 191 
you ſee by your Suſan's mother what 
an affliction it is to a parent to have 
a daughter too free with a man the 
is not married to. 
& That is true, indeed,” faid I: « but 
« are we then truly and certainly mar- 
ad; 1 

Moſt certainly,” een Mrs. 

Tent. Can you think I would tell 

you a he? I defire you will learn to 
* reſpect your mother more: your 
duty is to believe every ching I fay, 
and do every thing TI bid you, or I 
© ſhall diſclaim you for my child: I 
© will harbour no undutiful children.” 

* Dear mother, do not be angry,” 
ſaid I, half crying; I will be very 
e dutiful : but how ſhould I knaw_ 
we were married? You did not tell 


cc me.” 
© I was wrong there, to be ** 
replied ſhe; but I forgot to acquaint 
* you with it, or indeed thought Mr. 
* Maſtin would tell you! © 
Would you believe,” faid I, that 
« * Ne never {aid ſo much as one word 
e about 


c 
< 
c 
=” 


» 


r to 20 J 10 5 . 3C 
An 

4 2 "8 ; pf We deen if 1 
6 * Mad 171 not _ 1 ould have 


0 \ | 4 To; wy > YO} 1c 19 101 


e 


e being ſatisfied, Mrs. 
1＋ ent leſt us; and I received Mr. Maſ- 
tin's viſits regularly, ſeldom ſeeing any 
one elſe; for I ſince learnt, that he 
9 — my being kept ont of all 

company that came to the houſe 
of the articles of his agreement. | 


. > "2 £ 1 \ 1 Sie x L 


| "of TD ed art, aka; dull; 
a0. told my ſuppoſed huſband, * 
A he Would not take me 
e, for that IL thought a wife was 
ways to go to her huſband's houſe; + 
< 22 I was: Jure Miſe Scrimſhell went 
„With ber huſpand en * eh, 
2 eee H | 
o bib) dd 4 
5 Mt. Maftin tald me, a our ma- 
- ther had inſiſted on our making a 
pretty "org ſtay with her; and would 


other conſent to our marriage on any 


terms: for ſhe ſaid, ſhe could 
not 


121 1 

not ſo ſoon part wich a a daug hter the 
had ſo lately found. 1 bas 4 

"7 (1 01 xclt AQ 13 70. 3b d Kae 
I felt myſelf obliged to my mother 


for her love; but had ſo great a notion 
of the pleaſure of having à houſe and 


a coach of my own, that I could have 


emen * that proof of fondneſs. 
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The e eng ik, Mr. Maf | 


tin carried me out of town for a few. 


days, ta a place about twenty miles 
from London; and by ſuch little ex- 


curſions roconciled me the better to 
ſtaying at my mother's : But buſineſs 


called him to his country houſe, where 


he did not think proper to carry me; 
and after many charges to my mother, 


to take care of his wife, which were 


ſtrengthened by many private inſtruc- 
tions, he left me, with excuſes Which, 
tho he thought plauſible, did not pre- 


vent my reſenting his not e me 
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bout a week, Mrs. Tent brought up 
a gentleman to ſee me; and, after we 
had drank tea, left us. He ſoon grew 

very familiar and impertinent, and gave 
me great offence. I was ſure I could 
not now be married again without my 
knowlege, as I had a huſband already; 
ſo I expreſſed my anger. very freely; 

and Mrs. Tent, who had gone no far- 

ther than the next room, came in to 
pacify me: and upon my complaining 

that he had attempted to be as familiar 
as if he was my huſband, ſhe told 
me there was nothing in that: ladies 
of faſhion never ſcrupled ſuch things; 
and that if Mr. Maſtin had had any 
diſlike to my admitting the courtſhip 
of others, to be ſure he would not 
have left me behind him, when it was 
N to do ſo. She added, 
that L expoſed my ill breeding and ig- 
norance by not following the cuſtoms 
of the world, and doing like other 


people; and ſhe was aſhamed of ſuch 


a yulgar- minded daughter; but ſhe ſaw 
e my 


1 

my low. education had quite fpoiked 
me; that none of my would 
have made any ſuch fooliſh objections. 


I was indifferent as to the cuſtoms: 
of people of faſhion in this particular, 
having no ſort of inclination to take 
advantage of it; for I found no tempt- 
ation to imitate them. To have done 
ſo, I muſt have been intirely actuated 
by a defire to be genteel ; which was 
not ſo ſtrong in me, but that Toppoſed 
compliance from choice as ſtrongly as 
I could have done from duty; and did 
not attempt to diſpute the propriety 
with my mother, whoſe aſſertion I could 
not eaſily credit. | 


My viſitor, at laſt, tired with my ob- 
ſtinacy, left me; but renewed his viſits 
daily; and his ſollicitations were al- 
ways aſſiſted by my mother's impor- 
tunities, which much leſſened my re- 
gard for her: but neither prevailing, 
ſhe brought him up one night after 1 
was in bed and aſleep. Tho I had little 

& — > any 
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and too filly to refute her. 
| ſhewed how far I was from being con- 


[24] 
ſenſe either of virtue or duty, con- 
ſcience was not ſilent: I felt in my 


heart, that all my mother urged was 


falſe reaſoning, | tho I was too ignorant: 


vinced by her ; but ſhe had learn'd to 


behold ſorrow ithout feeling the leaſt 
compaſſion, therefore was not to on 
moved by ſeeing me weep. |. 


I be firſt beginning of a crime is 
always the moſt grievous. Mr. Maſtin 
did not return till near a week after; 

and this 1 xa continued his viſits 


during that time. I was extremely 


vexed at this circumſtance, tho? not ſo 


wretched as at firſt. Virtue ſeems to 


act a little like a coward, and fly pre- 
cipitately from thoſe who commit one 
24 of HORNY againſt her. 


furances 


My tears. 


Mr. Maſtin's arrival was cad 
the more agreeable to me for putting 
an end to the other gentleman's viſits, 

Tho my mother was laviſh in her aſ- 


r Dl. 
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farances of the perfect retitement in 


which I had lived during his abſence, 


and; as T-afterwards Tearn'd, had pro- 
teſted L had not beheld che face of a 
man from the day he left me; yet 
Mr. Maſtin was oe th 1 freed in 
the apprehenſions which had poſſeſſed | 
him, from the knowlege of her mer- 


difpofition,” and thoilght” | he 


cenary 
might better depend on my word than 
hers; therefore he aſked me how. 4 


* s ſaid was true. 
The {goth unf Mr. E Nalin re. 


turned, Mrs. Temt cautioned me 10 
acquainting him with any ching that 


had paſſed; and added menaces to her 4 


prohibition 7 and enumerated all the 
1 conſequences i that might ariſe from 


A 


my I Ro het! int this Patticalar. 4 : 


This was a aber proof of the 


_ falſe light in which ſhe had repreſent- 


ed the» inconſtancy of which ſhe had 
perſuaded me to be guilty. I was not 


ſo very filly as to overlook this cir- 


Vol. II. C cum- 


1 
cumſtance, and it had ſhocked me 
much: for tho' ſhe had not quite con- 
vinced my very weak reaſon before, 
yet ſhe had confounded it: but no.] 
truth broke thro! the cloud of falſe- 
hood which had overſhadowed it, and 
ſhewed me my guilt in its ſtrong co- 
lours. But it had not the effect ſhe 
expected: for inſtead of forcing me 
to conceal what had paſſed, it made 
the ſenſe of it ſo heavy a burden, that 
my heart was glad Mr. Maſtin's in- 

quiries gave me an opportunity of un- 
loading it. I anſwered all Mr. Maſtin's 
queſtions with a frankneſs and ſimpli- 
city, which pleaded my excuſe better 
than all the force of rhetoric ; but it 
exaſperated him the more againſt Mrs, 
Tent. I never ſaw a, man more agi- 
tated or diſtreſſed than he was. He was 
for ſome time quite outrageous ; and 
left. me to vent his anger on my mother; 
till, being tired with ſuch expence of 

ſpirits, rather than really pacified, he 
returned to me much more compoſed, 
and able to enter into farther con- 

: | verſation, 


hs; 
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verfation, tho' it was Rill on the ſame 
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After having heard all 1 had to lay, 
he told me, 11 — grievouſſy as 1e 
thoug ht of what had pa ed tor- 
NR him, yet he muſt confeſs. ke 
deſerved it; ; for, my dear Fanny, 
continued tg if I had not 1 9 Mae 


of the reaſon of foe ſo 8h wg 


ing the appearance of ſuch, of her 


views in preſerving the innocence and 


ſimplicity which I had brought with 


me to her houſe, of the falfity of her 


and his aſſurances of our being mar- 


ried ; and informed me fully of my 


true ſituation, 3 


C2 1 cried 


— — : — — 
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I cried ſadly, to hear I had neither 
huſband nor mother; not ſo much out 
of any affection J retained for Mrs. 
Tent; whoſe vile conduct, thus full 


diſp layed, extinguiſhed” all regard t to- 
N her, 'as, like Prince Pre 
from 4 fear of being no-body's child 
at all; and 1 found at the ſame time 1 
was no man's wife. To loſe two ſuch 
ſupports at one inſtant was a very me- 
lancholy circumſtance, - I ſobbed out, 
that 1 Was afraid 1 had been very 
wicked.“ Mr. Maſtin removed that 
5 en 0 with all the fallacious 


arguments with which he had long 
blinded his on reaſon and conſcience; 3 


tho they are too poor to appear even 


ſpecious to a perſon of ſenſe and 
thought, if paſſion was not the ſupreme 
judge, to whoſe ſentence they ap yt 
They might perhaps have impoſed 


little time on my folly, had I been tes 


prejudiced; but it was fo much my 
preſent and moſt apparent intereſt to 
believe all he urged, that I gave him 
fall credit. 
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Mr. Maſtin quieted my mind aladit 8 


as eaſily as he had done my conſcience; 


for by promiſing me an everlaſting 
conſtancy; and a;more than matrimo- 
nial love, as he expreſſed himſelf, I 
began to be leſs concerned that I Was 


not married, and pretty ealy whether | 


I was any-body' s daughter at all, as he 
engaged to take me from that houle, 


and place me in one of my own. His: 


paſſion was rather inercaſed by abſence 
than abated; and he was reſolved to 
leave me; no longer in the hands of a 
woman, who had ſo manifeſtly broke 
the truſt repoſed in her. That ſhe did 


ſo, ſurely is leſs ſtrange, than that a 


man of ſenſe, who knew ſhe lived by 
a conſtant, practice of breaking thro' 
all the laws of religion or humarity. 
ſhould expect ſhe would ſcruple vio- 
lating her word to one individual, ' 
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THE next motping. as ſoon as Mrs. 
* Tent was up Ne Maſtin told 
her he Was ;eſotved to'take me away; 
which ſhe obſtinately refuſing to con- 
ſent to, with all the rage of a merce- 

7 nary wretch, who feats being deprived 
of what the eſteems the moſt valuable 
progerty the bas; he, by threatning to 
Have her brought to puniſhment, and 
her houſe ſuppreſſed, and by an offer 
of ſome money in caſe of a quiet ac- 
quieſcence, at laſt prevailed, and car- 
ried me off. 


I was now placed in a very pretty 
lodging, ſurrounded with every con- 


| venience of lite, and introduced into 
* diverſions 


m 
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diverſions which gave me both pleafure 
and ſurprize. Mr. Maſtin kept me 
out of all infamous acquaintance; but 
got his tradefmen's wives to viſit me; 
and they were ſo much more genteel 
than myſelf, that I could not with for 
higher company; and their conver- 
ſation wore off ſome of my ruſticity, 
which, ceafed'to*pleaſe;” when it Was 
no longer a proof of my n 
that great attraction, which ver wt 
naturally charms thoſe moſt 
moſt defirous, of e ig" 
1 lived in this ao 4 a 2 a 
half, about which time Mr. alben 
fell in love with another woman, per- 
haps more engaging, but certainly more 
new than myſelf. However, Was 
too good-humoured to tell me this; 
but complaining our connexion was 
grown too like matrimony, to which 
he had a mortal averſion, he fairly ac- 
knowleged his reſolution to break it 
off; but} as he would not ſuffer me to 
3 Nene _ diſtreſs, becauſe his 
C4 paaſſion 
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paſſion for me was extinguiſhed, he 
offered to recommend me to his ſiſter, 
who wanted a ſervant to attend on * 
perſon; for which office I was grown 
m enough. 


I had 1 the 3 4 of Me. 
Maſtin s affection with ſome uneaſineſs, 
tho' without the bitter pangs which 
thoſe feel at a lover's inconſtancy, who 
are paſſionately in love with him. I 
had never conceived a paſſion. for Mr. 
Maſtin: his perſon and manner were 
agreeable; his age about forty; he had 


' . great deal of complaiſance and good 


nature, was generous, and fond of me; 
but had none of the tender delicacies 
of mind or behaviour which charm 
even the coldeſt heart. I might more 
properly be ſaid to be pleaſed with 
him, than to love him; I was grateful, 
but not affectionate ; my heart was a 
arr to pailian, 


Tho I had ſuffered but 3 


at —_— an abatement 1 in Mr, Maſtin's 
* love, 


Xx 


* 


% in 4 


 - : | 

love, yet I was ſhocked to think of 
_ parting with him; wherein perhaps the 
thought of 'relinquiſhing the pleaſure 
and affluence in which I lived, and 
returning to a ſtate of ſervitude, ' had 
not the ſmalleſt ſhare. But as a diſ- 
_ poſition muſt be extremely ſelfiſh and 
intereſted that feels very poignant pangs 


when only convenience is concerned, I 


was conſoleable; and had not fo in- 
tirely forget my former condition, as 
not to think myſelf much exalted by 
that Mr. Maſtin propoſed to me. 


After ſome expreſſions of concern, 
and more tears, I accepted his 2 
poſal without reproaches: for which 
he acknowleged himſelf obliged; pro- 
miſed to be always my friend; to con- 


tribute, as far as his convenience would 


permit, to the advancing of my for- 
tune in any way that fhould offer; 
and aſſured me it would be a great 
ſatisfaction to him to have me placed 
where he ſhould often ſee me. 
"> be ay.» > err wry vr | #4 © 
Cs Mr. 
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Mr. Maſtin recommended me in 
fuch a manner the next day to his 
| fiſter, as ſecured me a favourable re- 
 ception from her, who knew leſs of her 
brother's private vices than of his ap- 
parent good humour; for he was a 
man, who was by conſtitution free 
from every vice but one; and 'tho' 
without any fixed principle, was de- 
cent by inclination : this procured him 
the reputation of a generous, good-hu- 
moured, amiable man; and as ſuch 
he was highly eſteemed by Mrs. Lafew 
his fiſter, who was of a very differen 
character. 


Mrs. Lafew had an W 
; ſuperior to her brother's. She was 
bred up by an aunt, who had been 
fixed in the country for many years, 
whoſe life was ſpent in the exerciſe of 


every Chriſtian virtue: ſhe was the 
relieyer of the poor, the comforter of 
the afflicted, a nurfe to the fick, a 
prudent and faithful adviſer to her 
1 a guide to the young, a 


ſupport 
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ſupport to the aged, and an inſtructor 
of the ignorant. The character of Job 


in his proſperity had been the model 
on which ſhe had formed her con- 
duct; and ſhe-had- copied it exactly. 
Every eye that ſaw. her bleſſed her; 


and the ear that heard her . Ur | 


to her. 


Under 420 care of fock!: a 2 it 


is not ſtrange if Mrs. Lafew, who was 
naturally of an happy diſpoſition, ac- 
quired an uncommon degree of merit; 

epecally as her aunt had always look- 


n the education of a niece,: who 


was likely to enter into the world in a 
rank, where, by precept and example, 
the might be of extenſive ſervice, as 
one of her moſt uſeful A I IR 


Mrs. Lafew was » naturally of a gentle 
diſpoſition, which, by her aunt's-ex- 
ample, was improved into- the moſt 
engaging ſweetneſs: ſhe was modeſt 
and humble, ſincere and ; and: 
* found the art of S — 
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racter, who was 
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out falſhood. She had every moral 
virtue heightened by religion into every 
Chriſtian grace. Her perſon was ele- 


gant, and her face handſome, and ex- 


actly correſponded with Ds * 
of her mind. 


Mr. Lafew made his addrefics to 
Her at a time that her aunt was ſenſible 
her diſſolution was approaching ; and 
therefore was particularly glad to marry 
Her niece to a man of ſenſe, and cha- 


paſſionately in love 
with her; and was the only man ſhe 


had ever ſeen her niece liſten to with 


Fomplecency on that ren . 


a "Mrs, 1 80 had too auch ſincerity, | 
and too juſt a ſenſe of the intire confl= 


dence ſhe ought to repoſe in her aunt, 


to conceal from her that ſhe was diſ 
poſed in Mr. Lafew's favour. The good 
old lady had the ſatisfaction of —— 
them — before ſhe died, and giv- 
ing her bleſſing to a marriage, which 
promiſed much happineſs to both 


parties. | * \ This 


( 37 ] 
This couple had been married about 


fix years when I went to live. with 
Mrs. Lafew. They had four children, 
who were ſo many additions to their 
felicity, being in every reſpect ſuch 
as might be — from un n 
amiable of deren. Lenz 


| Mr. 1 is, I think, "the hand- 
ſomeſt man I ever ſaw; graceful in 
every motion, and. polite and elegant 


in all his ex preſſions. His heart is 


ſuſceptible of — tendereſt impreſſions, 
and every look expreſſes his ſentiments 
in the ſtrongeſt manner. When he 
married Miſs Maſtin, he loved her 


with all the paſſion ſhe was ſo well 


formed to inſpire; and what time had 


abated in the warmth of his affection, | 


was compenſated by the addition it had 
made to his eſteem. If her _ perſon 
charmed leſs for being grown failiar 
her virtues endeared her to him the 
more the longer he experienced them 
and every day diſcovered ſome new ex- 
cellence, or made thoſe he was before 
Wh 
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acquainted with ſhine with brighter 
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I édo not imagine greater happineſs 
can be enjoyed in the marriage ſtate, 
than ſubſiſted between this / amiable 
couple when I entered their family; 
the pleaſures of mutual love being in- 
creaſed by the joy they took in their 
lovely offspring, which they beheld 
with equal tenderneſs. My evidence 
in this caſe is not ſuſpicious ; for were 
it poſſible, I would think otherwiſe. 
This circumftance, by increaſing my 
guilt, adds infinite weight to the bur- 
den of my conſcience; which re- 

ches me hourly for being, like the 
Depot, the deſtroyer of happineſs, and 
the cauſe of the fall of innocence; a 
crime which repentance can never ex- 
piate. But what bounds can be ſet to 
mfinite mercy ! That is the Founda- 
tion of all my hopes of pardon; and 
on what could I fo properly rely? | 


"IP 


to appe 


tips 


Mrs. Lafew's ſweetneſs of temper ſe- 


cured a favourable acceptance of every 
attempt to ſerve her; and I found no 


difficulty in my place, but in anſwer- 


ing ſuch queſtions as ſhe aſked me in 
a manner conſiſtent with the account 
Mr. Maſtin had given of me, and the 
reaſons for his intereſting himſelf in 
my welfare. As he had invented a 
melancholy ſtory of the death of my 
parents, decorated with many diſtreſſ- 
ful circumſtances, I found no other 
means to avoid betraying myſelf, but 
ar ſo much affected with the 
recollection of my misfortunes, as ren- 
dered her humanity a bar to her exa- 
mining me very narrowly about them. 
It was not difficult for me to ſeem di- 
ſtreſſed; for whenever any part of this 
imaginary ſtory was mentioned, I was 
ſo terrified with the fear of diſcover- 
ing the truth, that the agitation of my 
mind required but a ſmall addition of 
art to excite the compaſſion of Mrs. 
M29 Nor 


Nor was Mr. Lafew devoid of pity. 
He, ſeemed. greatly touched with my. 
diſtreſs ; which he obſerved;muſt, thro? 
ſo quick a ſenſibility as appeared in me 
on theſe occaſions, be always great, 
tho I generally had a ſufficient com- 


mand over myſelf to conceal it. 


I am naturally fond of children; and 
none could be more engaging than Mrs. 
Lafew's ; which attracted me much 
into the nurſery. My miſtreſs ſaw with 
pleaſure my attachment to them ; as 
every -perſon receives gratification in 
finding others love thoſe, for whom 
they feel great tenderneſs : and ſhe 
likewiſe expreſſed her approbation at 
my chuſing, young as I was, to be 
with the children rather than with the 
ſervants; to many of whom, it might 
naturally be ſuppoſed, my company 
would not be unacceptable. 


» 


| By living ſo much in the nurſery, I 
ſaw a great deal more of my maſter 


and miſtreſs than I ſhould otherwiſe 
| have 


Ia 
have done: and as their good opinion 


of me rendered them particularly ob- 
liging, I felt both gratitude and love 


towards them. The children likewiſe 


were exceſlively.fond of me, as all my 


leiſure was dedicated to their amuſe- 
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h compaſſion, and not her anger. The 


2 g d WEEN! aloe bis reins; / 
A —— night o'erwhelm'd his dying eyes. 
BLACK» 


a Ie. ed 7 . 
Mr. Keats 20 Kate ta ſee ö his 


ſiſter; and behaved with ſuch eaſy 


natural humanity and regard towards 


me, as would have diſpelled ſuſpicion, 


if any had been conceived : but none 


of the family harboured a thought to 


my diſadvantage, tho' I had not Mr. 


Maſtin's command of countenance : 
but the effect his preſence had on me 


was attributed to baſhful gratitude, not 
to the ſhame of guilt; and my miſtreſs 
ſometimes ſeemed apprehenſive that 
the obligations ſhe imagined I and my 
family had to her brother, might have 
awakened rather too tender a ſenſibility 


in my heart: but this excited her 


— 


ſulety 


p [3] . 
fate my fituation, and her great 
Ps faſtivs bonour- ad 
integrity, prevented her conceiving any 
fear of the con ſequs n hich, with 
more opportunity, * hr ariſe 1 
the prepoſſeſſion he. imagined I had 
in her brother's. favour. ga Ke 6 - 
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Mrs. Lafew's dehaviour 1 i 
gtatitude and affection: but 8 
I was ſtill more ſenſibly affected both 
by my maſter's 8 108 and his 
fections. Nature had endowed 
with very uncommon charms ; 2 
they made a ſtrong impreſſion on my 
heart, which was till then a ſtranger to 
love; indeed fo ignorant about it, that 
I knew not the nature of my ſenſa- 
tions, I had not imagined a poſſibility: 
af my being in love with him; and 
Probes Lin ſu ppoſed every one, Who 
knew him as well as I did, muſt be 
equally attached to him. I found I 
loved my miſtreſs more becauſe ſhe 
| belonged ta him, than for her own 


mos and, charming as their chil- 
0 dren: 


64 1 


dren were, nothing ee e 


much to me, as the confideration that 


they were his. Every proof they gave 
of their affection to him was a new 


charm to me: but I did not receive 
the ſame pleaſure from his fondneſs 
for them: I envied their title to his 
tenderneſs, and the great ſhare they 
enjoyed of it; and could not forbear 
lamenting that I ſtood in none of thoſe” 
near and dear relations to him. But 


ſtill I would not believe myſelf in love: 
want of hope ſtifled my paſſion in 
ſuch a manner, that it might have de- 
ceived a perſon leſs ignorant of. the' 
human heart than myſelff. 


{ 


4X bad lived near a year i in [this * 


mily, diſtinguiſhed - by the favour of 
my maſter and miſtreſs, when the lat- 
ter was ſeized with a- ſcarlet fever, 
which immediately filled us all with 
fears for her valuable life. Her phy- 


ſician thought her in great danger; 


and my maſter ſeldom left the room, 


watching her with the utmoſt tender- 


neſs, As 


. FED waa mes #k 
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As ſoon as ſhe was taken ill, ſne 


endeavouted to procure the nurſe who 
uſed to take care of her in her lyings- 


in; but ſhe being engaged, Mrs La 
expreſſed ſo great a diſlike of her hav- 


ing one about her whom ſhe knew 


nothing of, that-I-undertook to nurſe 
her. dhe ings Mr. Lafew were both 


afraid that J had not ſtrength to go 
thro';ſo; much fatigue ; but were well 
inclined to be perſuaded out of that 


fear, as it removed her apprehenſions 


of a ſtranger. 


In 338 of the office I had 


undertaken, I ſat up every night with 
my miſtreſs, and never left her but 
for two or three hours in the day time, 
when my maſter would inſiſt on my 


retiring to reſt: but 1 allowed m + l 
as little of this refreſhment as poſſible, 
finding nothing recruit my pig o 
much as being in her room in the day, 
as my maſter was then almoſt always 
there; and would often converſe with 
mes and __ e all my 

i : fatigue, « 


: 


T4] 
fatigue, by the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of 
his, gratitude for my care of his wife, 
and of the high eſteem I had thereby 
given him for me. 


® * n 732. 


I the ſmalleſt ra ray of hope had ever 
awakened. in me an of be- 
ing regarded for my own fake, I might 
Perhaps have felt more uneaſineſs than 

pleaſure, in thus gaining conſideration 
6 3 thro”: the fa Mr. Lafew bore 
another; but it was great gratification 
to me to obtain it by any means; and 
J increaſed it by my unaffected grief, 
when my miſtreſs was pronounced to 
be in the utmoſt danger. My con- 
cern was real, but the cauſe miſtaken; 
for I confeſs I felt my maſter's extreme 
affliction more ſenſibly than her dan- 
ger. While he grieved, I was incon- 
ſoleable; and he was charmed with 
ſuch a proof of my affection for the 
great object of his. 


The next day afforded us ſome com- 
fort by her amendment, and her fever 
gra- 


„ Ga 


a 6. ö eee Mufy 


f 
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to. 
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11 
gradually abated ; but ſhe remained fo 
weak, that her n wad oe Fr to 
be very flo w-. IR | 


Several of he * 3 the in 


fection, and were extremely Hl; which 
gave my "maſter an opportunity of 
ſhewing his humanity; for he was fre- 
quent in his inquiries after them, a 
viſited them daily, to fee that 

eare was taken of them. He, as vel 
as myſelf, was in conſtant expectation 
of falling fick, and only ſollicitous to 
eſcape the ill effects we had reaſon to 
fear from our attendance, till Mrs. La- 


few was ſufficiently recovered not to. 


ſ aller by our e f 


Our wiſhes in this reſpect were gra- 
tified: but as we grew eaſier on her 
account, we were alarmed: from an- 
other quarter. Their eldeſt daughter, 


who was near four years vld, tho' the 
had, as well as the reſt of the children, 
been kept out of her mother's room 
for fear of infection, was taken ill, and 

- 5 1 


——  _—  _— * 


48 

the ſcarlet irruption oon after .appear- 
ed. At feſt th the had good 
hopes of her; but the fifth day the 
irruption diſappeared ; ſhe was as Told, 
and almoſt as ſtiff, as marble; and 
ihs doctor, who-was immediately ſent 
ths, 3 1 in * alen of 
= Vie, Laces who, from the 3 
was taken ill, had divided his time and 
care between her and her mother, and 
had wiſhed me to do the ſame, having 
2 confidence in my attachment to 

was ſhocked to the laſt degree, 
and knew not how to appear with any 
tolerable chearfulneſs before his wife; 
who hearing more movement in the 
houſe than common, and her huſband 
being abſent, was apprehenſive he Was 
taken ill; and ſo agitated with this no- 
tion, that I was obliged to go into the 
nurſery, to deſire he would repair to 
ber, and quie ther apprehenſions; the 
. motive which 1 at that time 
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91 
wiled en him to leave his 


have 


un Lacher, Re: * 


The phyſician was then declaring 


the little hope he had of the child's 
recovery; but turning to the nurſery- 
maid, told het, that i 


any thing could 
reſtore it, it would be going to 8 to 


it, which Mens might bring out 


the irruption aga 
ceived that he p to her for this 


* The maid per- 


purpoſe; but not chuſing the office, 
which was attended with ſome danger, 


_ obſerved, that no-body could be ex- 


to run ſuch hazard of their 
for there would be little chance 
of — the diſtemper in that caſe: 
And how dangerous it was no one could 
doubt, at a time that one of her fellow- 
ſervants lay dead of it, and anather 


was dying. 


My 3 were leſs, as my 
deſire to fave the child, and obli the 
, was greater. Ttold the 
* to try the experiment. 


D Nie 


I was IF 
Vor. 


RR '” > RS 
He begged then it might be done im- 
medlately; and left the room for me 
to go to bed; which: I did directly, 


and took the child. in my. arms, 3 
| Her e to +BY boſom... NS Oreo 


"The" det doctor returned it ie the room, 
i the event of this experiment. 
In this ſituation Mr. Laſcw ound us, 
as ſoon as he could get clear from his 
wife without giving her any ſuſpicions, 
and. indulge his anxious impatience to 
know whether there 95 alteration 
in his child. The þ DES acquaint- 


ed him with what had paſſed , and the 
8 with which 1 had undertaken, 
this laſt and only thing he could 
thin of for his Hels — 5 relief. 
Mr. Lafew was exceſſively affected 
with this action; ſo much, as to ſhed 
tears of gratitude and alfection at this 
oof of my generous humanity, a8 
fo called it. His words did not expreſs - 
leſs than his tears: His ——_ | 
ments were unbounded, and his praiſes. 
of me fo "CN. as ſhewed the great 


value 


* 


Ui 
value he had fet on the life I endea- 
voured to ſave. How nobly Was I 
rewarded! the deadly coldneſs of the 
poor babe had chilled me; but the 
inexpreſſible joy I felt from ſeeing him 
ſo much obliged, and hearing myſelf 
placed ſo very high in his: eſtimation, 
warmed my heart, and renewed the 
vital heat, which was ſo much ſup-. 
preſſed by d r almoſt a ee in 
1 eee M ' | 
In about Half an 0 the RT | 
' whoſe eyes were fixed, began to new 
ſome figns of life; the ta ated blood 
ſeemed to flow again, and the doctor. 
conceived hopes from his preſcription. 
As for my maſter, he was almoſt di- 
ſtracted with joy; he threw himſelf | 
on his knees at the bed - ſide, and catch-, | 
ing hold of one of my hands, em- 
braced it; called me the 'preſerver 
% of his child, his .beſt, his kindeſt 
« friend:“ In ſhort, every thing that 
0 | 1 nbounded tranſport cquld n 


1 ANY Charmed 


T5927] 
charmed as 1 was in being thus 
1 addreſſad, 1 was not free from fear leſt 
; the event — not anſwer the fa- 
vourable which had-thrown 
the tender parent into ſuch ecſtaſies. 
But — were vain; for 
the child revived. more and more; and 
in a few hours the irruption began to 
ee which confirmed all our 
eee 10 VEMU ed 18 11-99? 8] 
8 1. A. 
yy The den was fo well pleaſed 
ba ha ſucceſs,” that he intimated a 
Wish, that I would not leave tlie child 
for ſome time; and accordingly I con- 
tinued in bed with it for two: nights 
and days, tho Mr. Lafew oppoſed it, 
3 fears of my catching the 
infection, and that he ſhould at laſt 
loſe his great benefactreſs, her who had 
"beſtowed the greateſt bleſfing on him; 
and loſe her by that infinite g 


ut which he oed his manor 4 child. 


-\ My anifircfs as 1 lite uſed to 
1 Oy that ſhe ſoon inquired after 


me ; 


2 


A S8 TF Ps 


tO 


cern with great 


was releaſed from 


of believing 
the octaſion of it. 
ſoon troubled by Mr. Laſewis being 
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me; and being told 1 was" talker ill, 


and put to bed, ſhe intimated her con- 
bumanhg, us fearing” 
my illneſs Was — conſequence of my 
attendance on her: But as Joon as 1 
8 the n 1 Ferrer . 


on her ae 


I had tlie Garkfachion of Geing ls 
Lafew in- a fair way of recovery, and- 
in 2 great meaſure 

But my joy. was 


ſeized. with this eruel fever; Which 


became ſo epidemical, pms py ane 
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I miftreßd was greatly to be pitied. 
It was impoſfible to--gonceal my 
conſtant Aline: from her, tho we did 
not acquaint her how violent his fever 
Was, Phe was ſo weak, ſhe could not 
Walk alone; and we were ſo continu- 
ally alarmed with freſn appearances of 
the irruption, that the phyſician, appre- 
hending a relapſe would be the conſe- 

quence of the leaſt cold, would not per- 

mit her te be carried out of her room; 
which however we could not haye pre- 
vented, if we had not pretended that 


my maſter declared himſelf ſo ſen- 
ſible of the danger ſhe would incur by 
hemforiwievo fort orfw moving 
FLIL%E * 


[8 


moving, * nothing would be 10 
hurtful 10" him as Ber attempting it. 
4 e = ISL LEN, US COPPER 
We were reduced' to urge this in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, and td invent a tliou- 
ſind meſſages ſtom hin, when he was 
_ incapable of lending atiy; 1 for he ſoon be- 
came delirious; a circumſtance Which, 
if known to her, might have proved 
fatal; therefore we wete obliged to 
pretend he was as, well as the natute bf 
the diſteinper would permit; the doc- 
tor thinking it adviſeable' to deceive 
her as Jöng as was poffible, in hopes 
Mr. Lafe w might recover; and not let 
her ſuffer by her fears of an event, 
Which, in her weak ſtate, he thought 
her unable to ſapport: His fever Was 
 mdeed Exceſſive} viol violent; but the na- 
tural ſtrength ads goodneſs of his'con- 
ſtitution gave his phyſician hopes that” 
he might ſtruggle thro it. . 


The whole family was in albern, ; 
but no one in it ſurely more to be pitied 


than myſelf; who, tho' overwhelmed” 
D 4 with 


4 


e 146% 

with grief, was obliged to go often 40 
my miſtteſs with a chearful counte- 
nance, and rack my imagination, which 
was Ae 2 a thouſand dread- 

toms, tor preten meſſages, | 
par every other fray that. might, 
ade her he was in a better 


ſerve to 19 5 

way. not think I could haye 
ſupported ſo bard a taſk, if my miſtreſs, 
had not required me to be as _— AS) 
poſſible in my maſter's room, from the 
great opinion The had of my care and 
ood nurſing; and therefore drove me 
om her preene as fo a ab cer e 
made my report to her. 244 #14307; 


A 


NI. 3 in e — 
dition three days; the greate t 
which was ſpent by 455 > ok He 
was ſeized at laſt with great ſiekneſs 
and fainting its; and after lying a little 
time in appearance ſenſeleſs, and quite 
without motion, while T was on my 
knees by his bed-ſide, weeping with 
an excels of agony, he opened his eyes, 


and his ſenſes returning, after lookin 8 
ſteadily 


* > Ul 


3 


— 


ſteadily 
aſked me, with a broken voice, What 
was the matter; and, by calling me 
by my name, ſhewed me he — at: 
leaſt in ſome degree, recovered his 
ſenſes, and in em. ene 8 
cee alina S361 18 


1 aug ght eee 6 e 
dumpten i in having ſo ſtrong an affec- 
tion for one ſo much above me; there- 
fore I could not prevail on myſelf to 
anſwer my maſter's queſtion with en- 
tire veracity; yet I accounted ſo poor ly | 
for that he could not long | 
doubt the cauſe. He inquired how:: - 
long he had been ill; and found. that hz 
had been delirious.” - I could not give 
him a detail of his illneſs without freſn 
tears, which ſufficiently explained the; 
former. My deareſt Fanny, ſaid he, 
© my guardian angel, how can Lever 
* . — ſach goodneſs ? Laying his 
hand on mine, which, without know- 
0g what I did, I. prefled to my lips, 

and wept over it. an moſt 
lon: 52s ee eee aff Wer 
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at me for about à minute, 


I „„ 

© thchaiitifig creature! cried Mr. il 
few; with a faint voice; and; taki 
hand, returned the kiſs, I had 1 2 
manner — ac 1 war his. 4% Re 


: . 
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This firſt change of careſſes be- 
tween us at once opened my eyes; the 
appearance of tenderneſs in him ren- 

dered me ſenſible how much I was in 

love. This ſenſe made me retire from 

. his bed fide; and, like our firſt parents, | 
J was Dre ſhame by want of 1 inno- 

cence. . e e 

"di. Lafew bald me back to aſl 
me after the healths of his Wife and 
children; and when his mind was 
made eaſy about them, he fell aſleep, 
and did not wake till the doctor came; 
who was agrecably ſurpriſed to find 
his ſenſes returned, and his fever much 
abateds We inforined my miſtreſs of 
his amendment; but ſtill without let- 
ting her- know how ill he had been. 
He. kept: his bed a conſiderable time 
longer, before his fever would leave 
„ NS. . K him; 


a Tame 
him; and my attendance continued; 
but without the pain which had at firſt 
accompanied it; for I ſaw him recover 
every day; and every hour brought me 
ſome proof of his regard and affection 
for me. But even this, great as the 
pleaſure was, could not prevent me 
from beginning to ſink under the fa- 
tigue of body, and anxiety of mind, 
which I had undergone : But while it 
Was poſſible to keep up, I could not 
give way to what muſt deprive me of 


the fight of my maſter; and fo great 


power had this conſideration, that I 

continued the duties of my place till he 
was able to go into my miſtreſs's apart- 
ment: For tho' he was the laſt of the 
two that was taken ſick, he was well a 


much before her. 


When I was no likes able to con- 
ceal my illneſs, no doubt was made 
but that it was the conſequence of the 
infection, and I was put to bed; where 
I continued four days without any aps 23 
| * of * and gets fo” - 
much 


much better, that my d 

zul ed only the ce of ge hich 

. really the caſe, *. reſt ſoon re- — 
coyered me. 


+ 7 1 * 
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When 1 was &h dikes ill, no one ; 


could think it ſtrange my maſter came 
to ſee me, as he made it his cuſtom to 
viſit every ſervant that was fick, when 
my miſtreſs was not able to do it. To 
them he was humane; but to me he 
was tender. He ap wretched, as 
he expreſſed himſelf, with the ſuppo- 
ſition, that after having ſo long eſcaped 
the. infection, J ſhould at laſt catch it 
of him. He would fit by my bed-fide 
for an hour at a time, ting his 
5 me fortune, and accompanying his 

| rds with the tendereſt careſſes. It 
was in vain that I aſſured him my dif- 
order 1 1 the conſequence of fa- 
that I felt no ſymptoms of 

8 * which had been ſo general: 1 
could not: quiet his apprehenſions; 
which would have given me more con- 
. if had not owed to ther gay 
av 


\ 


L. 6 | 
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Tho Mr. Lafew had made fo Heng 
an impreſſion on my heart, yet I am 
oonvinced the affection would never 
| have become reciprocal without this 
unhappy illneſs ; 1 1 cod 5 
many o rtunitics recomment 
myſelf Arn and of making myfelf 
an intereſt in his . 0 er s his 
gratitude, db oft dnn 5 80 


No other "means. I: am ell, perſuad- | 
ed, could have overcome his e 290k 
for his wife. It i RE true, ſhe had ſome: 


2 15 on its Boe of gratitude, . for, 
a of Qions ariſing from the moſt 


entire Affection, and every proof of the 
molt ſolid merit: But one ciccumſtance 
made AN effential di 0 5 the vi ir 
tues of a woman, w. Rink perieg, Buy Vie! 
been long in a man's poſſe 

exaite. his gſteem; and, in 


* ein almoſt ſay his x rence 1 


'$%; 
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retty woman, bur 


it of a 
he has never . 20 gives tiſe to 
warmer paſſions. In one caſe, * 
tude is the foundation of erde 
the other, of love. FL | . 
Perha T'r cht, with a great deal 
of truth 5 Up ls rar ; 
myſelf and Mrs. Lafew more to her 
ad vantage, and attribute the riſe of Mr. 
Lafew's paſſion for me as much to a 
perſuaſion of my frailty, as gratitude 
for the obligations he was pleaſed to 
think I had conferred on him. Had 
he been influenced only by the latter, 
his affection would never have led him 
beyond the bounds of virtue; but af- 
ter eſtecming me for actions Which he 
thought the reſult of generoſity and 
| humapity, the knowlege of my love 
for him, which was too appatent, ex- 
tioghithed his eſteem, while i it excited 
his tenderneſs; and the affection which 
was founded bn my apparent virtues, 
increaſed on the ap e of a weak 
nets, which mir; v7 would * 


e 
them all into vice. By falling lower 
in his opinion, J roſe in his love: A 
change which. ſhould have mortified 
my pride, while it ſoothed my paſſion... 
But there is ſome degree of virtue in 
5 that pride which rifes from an eſteem 

for virtue; and I had none of either ; 


Ste nal de bumble, who-will ple, 
And ſhe muſt ſuffer, who will lu. 
1 7 rhe een. 


Tho ſickneſs gave riſe to all tenderneſs. 
of intercourſe between Mr. Lafew and 
| myſelf, | inſtead; of ceaſing with it, it 
increaſed daily; and; continued undiſ- 
covered till I proved with chilBd. 


| Ny miſtreſs. was of ſo open and ge- 

| nerous à nature, that even love could 

not render her ſuſpicious; and our in- 

tercourſe remained for ſome time a ſe- 

| cret to her; till the nurſery maid, Who 

had never forgiven my ſhewing more 
affection for Miſs Lafew than ſhe had 
pews BE 1 N done, 


: [ 6] 

reſpondence between us, imparted it % | | 
my miſtreſs, who reſented the calum- | 
girl; appeared very angry with/her in- 


ſolence, in daring to hint that her Ma- 
ter was guilty of any fault; and re- 
proved her, for throwing aſperſions on 
a ſervant,” who deſerved fo much from 
her and Mr. Lafew, that no diſtinction 
they could either of them” they her 


The girl, piqued with ſo different a 
reception from what ber meanneſs had 
me ty Expect, rephed, « She did not * 
«know, indeed, how gteat Mrs. Fün- 
r. ſure ſhe was with child.“ Ho 4361472 4 


This affertion ſtartled my miſtreſs, 
who at_ firſt really hoped all the girl 
ſaid aroſe from envy ; but The had her- 
ſelf obſerved an alteration in my com- 
plexion and countenance, and recol- 

lected ſome of my complaints, which 
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ich 
bore a reſemblance to thoſe of a-breeid-! 
vg. woman; but ſhe ſhewed no emotion 

before her informer, except that of an- 
ger at her inſolence, GA N 
her to leave the rom. 


. \ 
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Wen i Laber 2 left POR 
ſhe reyolyed over all the cireumſtances 


that occurred to her remembrance. 


Suſpicion; was now awakened,. and the 
Gund ſufficient reaſon; to believe the 
account ſhe had received was true. 
The attachment which Mr. Lafew had: 
to me was ſo viſible, that it had not 
paſſed unobſerved by my miſtreſs; but 
the generous confidence ſhe had in his 

—— integrity, led her to at- 
tribute it all to gratatude z and ihe: ad- 
mired him the more for that Os of 


i 
een 33) 


To anne LEAs what 6 the felt: 
on this octaſion, as I learned it aſter- 
wards, weld hea painful a taſk t0- 
me, who mult all che time be filled 


With the moſt" ſevere ſelſreptvaches; 
but 
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barer may de in ſome meaſure conceiv- 
ed, by eee conſiders that Her hap- 
— 5 conſiſted in her huſband's! af- 
ſeckion for her; that from the tender- 
ark and conſtancy of his love, ſhe had 
oyed for ſome years the moſt per- 

ect Bliſs 8 can afford; a de- 

75 of felicity too great to be laſting 
here; and that at once ſhe ſaw herſelf , 
depriy ed of it. Nor had. ſhe the uſual 
relief of anger; for he had bebaved 
ſo well to her, even ſince his affection 
placed on a new object, that the 


was 
felt herſelf indebted to his humanity, 

and was ſenfible that a great degree of 
virtue was requiſite to preſerve him- 
from a temptation which attacked him 


on the AAR Ba eee 4 


As ſoon. as. Mis. Lafew could: Caf: 
ficiently compoſe her agitated mind, 
ſhe. made a/ pretence for calling me. 
While I remained employed - in what 
ſhe had ſet me to do; ſhe aſked me ſeve- 
ral queſtions, which ſhe thought might 
cd rache hang her doubts: Nor 


a - won 


was 
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was ſhe miſtaken; for they pplaed” 


to me the reſult 87 ſuſpicion; - where- 
in IL was confirmed, by an air of diſ- 


tres abd in ward agon pony, which over- 7 


ſpread thoſe features that uſed to ex- 
preſs” nothing but tranquil. babe 
and grateful love. This apprehen 

threw me into a confuſion apparent in 
everything J ſaid; and J got out of her 


r did ſhe with to detain me; for 1 
had ſo confirmed her doubts, that ſue 
was no leſs defirous of my abſence, in 
order r free Hberty to 12 
berg tief. 


ik 291222 Fee” 20 0 


terwards, I communicated my appre- 


henſions to him; but he aſſured me 


fion | 


= ſence: #7 bon a8 1 poſſibly” could: 


TT) 


The firſt time 1 lar Mr Laſew MP 


they were ill grounded; for he'had Juſt. 
left His wife, whom he never ſaw more 
placid and affectionate; tho” much! in- 


diſpoſed: © This, I replied, Was no 


confutation; for ſhe was not of a diſ- 
poſition to break forth into rage 


reproaches. He allowed the truth of 
| what 


and 


4 


7 
f 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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leave the houſe; and he thought I could 
have no-/pretenee ſo good as: A 


tint . — 
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what I. aid; but thought it impoſlible 
for a woman of her ng tender 


temper to conceal any thing that much 
affected her 3 beſides, that, gentle as ſhe - 
. e eee ſo 
void of reſentment, e, mh. 
55 eee 
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to be perſuaded, out, of 
enſions, and helped to de- 
ceive myſelf. However, Mr. Lifew - 
oblervad. that av the of 
our mutual loye could not · long remain 
undiſcovered, it was I ſhould 


Tiwas 


clining fate of ed n N. an 


This being. agreed upon, 05 2 


time I could get OS it, I told 
my miſtreſs that my health grew ſo 
bad, that, with the utmoſt concern, - 
ſaw, it e ae pen 


. 
Mrs. Lafew diſtreſſed me, by reply- 
ing; that T ſhould not leave her on that 
dceount; for ſhe thought! 8 Wo 
4 much obliged to me to fe me Er- 
vice from me; and vyoul ald take * ker 
vant, that T'might live there without 
having any thing to attend to but my 
health; which ſhould receive all the 
aſſiſtance the beſt advice and tendereſt 


cae'could > bb rr t VA 
| nene +7790 m 
ö This would have beer her real wi 


» had ſhe believed me ſincere; and Th 
generous mind, unwilling to condemn 
me org itn ined mne leaſure 
from my g this offer, as it 
— Lee = 85 her 1 


and gratified | her generoſity, | 


? Hanes ba What's By: Such g. "ode 
| e in one, Fram? whom 1 5 fte 

"ſerved it, increaſed my confuſſon; and 

for fore time I cout make no reply. 

A tear compunttion le down m 
cheeks, but not mee. ohh nor 1 
aecempanied, for my miſtreſs's eyes 
fol- 
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followed the example of mine, and 
. overflowed with a mixture of grief and 


compaſſion for what ſhe ſaw I ſuffered. 
At laſt, I ſtammered out, tat I hoped 
change of air might do me good; and 


therefore, with her leave, would go to 
my. friends 1 in ſhe country, for a time 


-* 0s * * 


* 2 ; 


At this 1525 * * entered 
the room. My 1 informed him 


of what had paſſed: He. pretended to 


agree with ber in the offer ſhe had 


made me; but with ſo ill a grace, and 
in ſo faint a manner affected to preſs 
me to ſtay with them, that a child 


muſt have ſeen thro' it. However, his 


* wife pretended to think him in earneſt ; 
and when he ſaid, that © ſince I was 
c reſolved to try change of air, he 


. hoped that, if I recovered my health 


"x by it, or found it of no uſe, in 
. either caſe I would return to them, 
& and afford them the gratification of 
ce contributing all in their power to the 


. * cal and welfare of One, to whom 
1 wad 


— 1 1 
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« they owed the life of their child, 


and in great meaſure their own.” 
The cloſe of this ſentence was pro- 
nounced with ſuch warmth, and ſo 
lively an expreſſion in his eyes, that had 
all he ſaid been accompanied with the 
ſame air, his wife would almoſt have 
thought him ſincere: But the change 
in his manner only ſerved to ſhew her 
that he was ſo ſenfibly affected by thoſe 
circumſtances, that the mention of 
them entirely got thi Ber: * * con- 
kutane 18] 
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Len th Qubborn faves oft is hard ; 
Wrapt in his crimes, againſt the ſtorm. prepar d. 
But when the milder beams of mercy play, 
N and throws his cumb'rous cloak away, 


Dxrpxv. 
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A's ſoda: as Mrs. Laber had got 

another ſervant, I took a place in 
the ſtage-coach which went neareſt 
the place I had faid I was going to; 
-and having taken leave of my miſtreſs 
the night before, and promiſed to re- 
turn to her as ſoon as was conſiſtent 
with my health, I went out in the 
morning at the proper hour ; but, in- 
ſtead of going to the coach, haſtened 
to a houſe which Mr. Lafew had taken 
for me. It was very ſmall, but clean 
and neatg, and he had placed a ſervant 
there realy to attend me. 


oF | I could 


temorſe for having-th 
tween her and felicity ; 


(73 1 


I could not be ſo inſenſible to my 


miſtreſs's goodneſs, as not to feel ſome 


ſtepped in be- 
and ſhould have 
grown melancholy with the reflection, 
1 not Mr. Lafew relieved me from 

ty ſoon, by coming to inquire 


us 


| HOW liked my habitation; which he 


was impatient to know, as well as to 


ſhew me the neceſſity of the reſtraint 
he laid himſelf under ſome days before 


I left his houſe, fearing that I might 


attributs his caution to coldneſs. 5 


As I: now enjoyed a great deal more 


of his company, and that without 
alarms or apprehenſions of diſcovery, I 


grew ſtill fonder of him, and happier 


in my ſituation; conſequently, thought 


leſs of the injury I had done his wife; 


for when our own hearts are at caſe” 


we are apt to attend too little to the 


| ſufferings of others. 


A-Fery beautiful boy Oy Ry to 


our ſociety, and completed my * 
Vor. II. 


neſe. 
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neſs. 1 am afraid I muſt not apply that 
word to us both: Mr. Lafew was too 
ſenſible of his ingratitude to the beſt 
and moſt lovely of wives, to be ſatisfied 
with the part he acted. When he 
ſeemed moſt delighted with me, he 
would utter a ſelf. reproaching ſigh; 
and often told me, that — 2 ha ſtill re- 
tained for his wife the {ſtrongeſt affec- 
tion that the moſt perfect — could 
give, yet he ſhould be glad never to ſee 
her; 1 could no _ behold her 
without the greateſt uneaſineſs, know- 
ing how liitle he deſerved her goodneſs. 
I am afraid it is not uncommon” for 
people to attempt to make themſelves 
eaſy by removing the ſenſe of their 
guilt, rather than by relinquiſhing their 
crime; and the only conſequence. of 
their concern for having done an injury 
to another, is their adding farther in- 
juries to that which the neden of 


gives them pain. +; 


Mr. Laſewy flattered: Fg that his 


lady was ignorant ef his connexions 
$4 with 
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any more than it was for my peace to 


eaſineſs. Mr. Lafew often ſpoke with 
concern of the bad ſtate of het health, 
and the effect it had on her ſpirits; but 
as ſhe never hinted atany appatent de- 
cay in his affections, not at any ſu- 
ſpicions of his inconſtancy, ot ever ap- 
peared the ſeaſt out of temper; but 
when he had been the longeſt abſent 


greateſt tenderneſs and complacency; 
he thought it impoſſible but ſnie mutt 


. 
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I wiſhed to be as well conviiiced of 


was: But tho' I was ſenſible ſuch a de- 
gree of patience was far above me, yet 
I hadiſo high a veneration for Mrs. La- 
few, that I could not think her inca- 


E 2 pain- 


with me; and it was not my intereſt 
to expreſs my ſuſpicion of the contrary, 


believe it; ſince I could not reflect on 
the probability of it without great un- 


from her, received him with the 


be intirely ignorant of the whole tranſ- 


the truth of Mr. Lafew's opinion; as he 


pable of it; and therefore had ſome 


176 
painful doubts and fears on the ſubject; 
which, however, I concealed from Mr. 
Lafew, leſt his affection for his wife, 
jf it had compaſſion on its fide, might 
get the better of his paſſion for me. 


I had lived above a year in this man- 
ner with Mr. Lafew, when he was 
obliged to go into Cumberland, to look 
after an eſtate he had there, his ſteward 
being juſt dead. This ſeparation gave 

me great concern, tho I received all 
poſſible alleviation from a conſtant and 
frequent correſpondence by letters. But 

before he had been gone a month, I 

was ſeized with a fever. 


When I found myſelf extremely ill, 

J ſent for the phyſician who attended 
Mr. Lafew's family while I nurs'd 
them; he being the only one of the 
faculty of whom I had any knowlege, 
and his conduct had given me a con- 
fidence in his ſkill. Of his behaviour 
to myſelf I was not long a judge; for 
dhe fever affected my head ſo * 
f t 
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that I became delirious the ſecond day 
of his attendance, and remained ſo for 
above a week; when, recovering my 
ſenſes, the firſt object I beheld was 
Mrs. Lafew at my bed-ſide. 


There was not perhaps a fight in the 


world which could have ſhocked me 


{ much; for what is ſo painful, as to 


look on thoſe whom we have injured ! 


I hid my head from her benign coun- 


tenance, and was ready to die with 


ſhame and remorſe. It threw me into 
an agitation of mind and body, which 
alarmed her, as well as thoſe who at- 
tended me; tho' no one but herſelf 
gueſſed the reaſon of it. She endea- 
voured to compoſe my mind, by every 
ſoothing expreſſion and kind attention 
the moſt perfect humanity could dic- 
tate; which drawing a flood of tears 
from my eyes, quicted my ſpirits ; and 
a day or two made great amendment 
in me. 2 c 4 


78 
I then began to enquire of Mrs. La- 
few to what I owed her charitable 
viũts; and received the OY ac- 


count in anſwer. 


One of Mrs. *. 5 children was, 
at the time I fell ill, under the care of 
the phyſician I ſent for; and he went 
there directly from me the ſecond day 
of his attendance. In the courſe of the 
converſation he had with Mrs. Lafew, 
he told her, that he had juſt left the 
young woman, who had ſo carefully 
and tenderly nurſed her and her fami- 
ly, vrhen they were ſo ſeverely afflicted. 
with a ſcarlet fever; adding, that my 
behaviour then had given him ſuch a 
regard for me, that be was ſhocked at 


CI CIAL: a 


Aire. Lafew N We! par- 
— and found he thought me in 
the utmoſt; danger: She aſked him; 
whom I had about me; to which:he 
replied, nobody but a very young girl, 


and my ordinary ſervant, who let 
him 


1414 
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him in: He added, that he wiſhed he 
knew where my relations lived; for 
better attendance was neceſſary, and he 
muſt be obliged to ſeek out for a nurſe 
for me himſelf, tho' he much diſliked 
the office, if he could meet with no 
one elſe who would take that care. 


Mrs. Lafew, after a little pauſe, ſaid, 
ſne would: ſave: him that trouble; aſ- 
ſuring him ſhe! would go diredly to 
my houſe ; for: ſhe was much care in 
my debt. After informing: her of the 
place of my abode; he left her, and ſhe 
came to me, whom ſhe found intirely 
delirious, and as ill ware as! " 


_ had compa 


My little boy was juſt villages to 
walk, and was then going round the 
om with the aſſiſtance of the chairs, 
taking hold of each as a ſupport in his 
little progreſs; but at the ſight of a 
ſtranger, totteredto me, es to one by: 
whom he expected to be defended 
from all danger; for a new perſon was 
ä E 4 a very 


= - WWE] 
a very formidable fight to him, being 
naturally of a ſhy diſpoſition, and that 
increaſed by not ſeeing any variety of 
people; which the retired life I 15 


mee 


- - Mrs. 1 was ; affeGied 
with the ſight of my child; ſhe could 
not behold a deſcendant from Mr. La- 
few, and one too who reſembled him 
extremely, without tenderneſs : but 
when ſhe conſidered bim as a proof of 
her huſband's: attachment to another 
woman, and his inconſtancy to her, it 
ſhocked her ſeverely; however, her 
tender ſentiments — and the 
diſtreſs the poor babe __— in, at 
meeting 3 a total iſregard from 
ber whole great pleaſure it had been 
continually to fondle him, moved Mrs. 
Lafew's compaſſion. I was then -fo 
void of ſenſe; as not to know even my 
dear child, tho' I had preſerved that 
knowledge after all aber had left me. 


11 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Lafew. endeavoured to prevail 
on the poor boy to come to her, and 
by all the bribery of ſugar- plums and 
ſweet-meats, prevailed in her next viſit. 
She engaged her own nurſe to attend 
me, and never failed coming every 
morning and evening to ſee that all poſ- 
ſible care was taken; and would often 
fit a conſiderable time by me, before I 
recovered. lone mien 10 know her. 

"She. * two enters on the table, 
which came by different poſts after my 
delirium began: She perceiving by the 
hand they were from Mr. Lafew, but 
unopened, gave them to my maid, to 
keep till I aſked for them, and then to 
deliver them. 


1 had not 1 recovered, my Koſs 
before enquired. if there were.nolletters 
for me; and thoſe; which were here- 
upon given me were my beſt cotdials; 
tho the laſt expreſſed an uncaſineſs at 
not hearing from: me; which put me 
We a great difficulty; and the next 


E 5: * 
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poſt increaſed it, by bringing me much 
more to the ſame purpoſe. I was ſo 
weak, that to hold a pen was an utter 
impoſſibility; my maid could not write; 
my doctor, or my nurſe, I could not 
truſt, as they might inform Mrs. La- 
few of my requeſt,” This really di- 
ſtreſſed me greatly: 1 could not tell 
how to ſupport the vexation of pro- 
longing the extreme anxiety which 
Mr. Lafew, by his letters, appeared to 
feel; nor could I ſuſpect the truth of 
bis expreſſions; and yet I was inca- 
pable of removing them. | 


From this dilemma I was delivered 
E by the laſt perſon from Whom 1 ex- 
pected ſuch a ſervice. Mrs. Lafew hav- 
ing privately inquired, whether I had 
aſked for” my letters; and being an- 
ſwered in- the affirmative, and that I 
had received another by that day's poſt; 
the told me, that ſhe underſtood J had 
had my letters, which the ordered to 
be put ſafely by for me, till I was able 
ta read them. J Ci 36972 bau 
10. SLE AF This 
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This implying an intima ion that 


ſhe had ſeen her huſband's letters, and 
ſo generouſly left them untouched,. 
filled me with confuſion, and painful 
remorſe, which drew ſome tears from 
me. Mrs. Lafew, who meant to com-- 
fort rather than afflict me, and thought 
me then able to bear the ſubject, with 
the greateſt gentleneſs, and even an air 
of tenderneſs, deſired me not to be 
ſhocked at what ſhe had ſaid; for the 
—— to reproach nie; on the con- 
her deſign was to relieve me. 


$he had been reflecting on the uneaſi- 
neſs Mr. Lafew muſt be under at not 


hearing from me, as ſhe plainly faw,, 
by the frequency of his letters, how” 
conſtant our correſporidence was; and 
me could not ſupport the notion of his 

ſuffering any pain, tho' perhaps ſhe 
did not ſeem the perſon to whoſe pity 


he was beſt intitled; but that; what=- 


ever ſhe endured; the could not let 
him feel an uneaſineſs, from which it 
was in her power to relieve him. 


Er 6 The 
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Ihe laſt part of this ſentence was 
uttered with many tears, which affect- 


ed me beyond expreſſion; and I was 
ſo unable to gueſs her meaning, that 
I could make no anſwer. 


Mrs. Lafew then aſked me, if Mr. 
Lafew expreſſed no apprehenſions at 
having been ſo long without hearing 
from me; and finding me unwilling to. 
reply, ſhe intreated me to tell her plain- 
ly; and, to encourage me to do. ſo, 
took hold of my hand, afſuming a 
ſmiling countenance, - and an air of 
ce while her eyes-ran over with 
tears. 


1 ſhould bare thought myſelf un- 
pardonably ungrateful to a goodneſs 1 
had already too much offended, if 1 
had any longer reſiſted her intreaties; 
and frankly confeſſed, that Mr. Lafew 
_ expreſſed more anxiety on my ac- 
count, than fuch a wretch as I was 
could deſerve from any one. Nor did 
I herein affect humility; Mrs. Lafew's 
| ſuperior 
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ſaperior eonduct had fo truly humbled 
me, that I faw myſelf the vileſt and 
moſt deſpicable: of the creation. 


Mrs. Lafew replied, that ſhe knew. 
the ſtrength and tenderneſs of his af- 
fections too well to doubt of it; and, 
as IJ was incapable of writing, ſhe 
would, if I choſe it, diſguiſe her hand 
in ſuch a manner, that he. ſhould not 
diſcover it, rather than Mr. Lafew- 
ſhould continue to ſuffer by his an- 
xiety, or that I ſhould expoſe his fail-- 
ings by employing any other perſon to 
write. for; ma. 4 

This offer ſurprized me extremely. 
How few women are there, who would 
have thought with pleaſure on the pain. 
their huſband ſuffered from his love 
for another? Nor are there many more, 
whoſe delicacy, in regard to their huſ- 
band's honour, would have induced 
them to undertake ſuch an office. It 
is eaſy to imagine I W as not backward. 
at accepting an offer which gave fo- 

„ 15 1 : - much: 
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much relief to my mind, in affording 
me a means of abating Mr. Lafew's 
uneaſineſs; and I was under no appre- 
—— of. his diſcovering the hand I 
ed, as no reſemblance of his 
wife's could ibly ' . him 
that it was really hers. 1 0 


Mrs. Lafew deſired me to dictate to 
her. When I had ſuch a ſecretary, 
my expreſſions could not fail of being 

; I could not afk 


a y tender ſentiments 
frem me fo her huſband; therefore I 
gave her no very tedious taſk; only 

Mebring her to thank him for his kind 
alyriety ;/ to let him know the occaſion 
of it; and of the great amendment of 

my health; excuſing the conciſeneſs of 
my letter, on being obliged to the aſhſt- 
ance of a friend, for the power of 
dug him that ſhort information about 
This, I hoped would account 

-or It the cold anfwer I returned to three 
noſt affectionate letters, which, be- 
Vaſe: 6. che tenderheſs of their con- 
tents, 
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tents, I did not ſhew to Mrs. Lafew; 
nor did ſhe hint at a deſire to ſee them. 
believe ſhe was too prudent to wiſh 
it; for her ſenſibility on that ſubject 
appeared plainly in the tears which 
trickled down her cheeks all the time 
ſhe was writing; for me; for all her 
endeavours could not conceal them, 
But - notwithſtanding the pain it gave 
her, ſhe repeated it every poſt=day, till. 
1 was able to hold my pen. & 4%; 2h 
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. Heav'h has but 
Our ſorrow for our ſins, and then delights 
To pardon erring man: Sweet mercy ſeems: 
Its darling attribute, which limits juſtice ; 
As if there were degrees in Infinite: 
And Infinite would rather want perfection, 
Than puniſh to extent. 
DRYDEN: 


Several times aſked Mrs. Lafew, 

1 how it was poſſible for her to for- 
give the injury I had done her, as ſhe- 
ſeemed to do; and not to hate, inſtead: 
of pitying me for any thing I ſuffered. 
She declined anſwering me, -till I was 
much recovered; and then, on my 
repeating the queſtion, replied, 1 
will not pretend to ſay, that if I had 
« ſeen you in no other light than the 
S object of my huſband's tendereſt af- 
e « fections, 
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« feftions, and the cauſe of his incon- 
« ſtancy, J could have thought you 
«©: more worthy of my compaſſion 
than of my reſentment; but as gra- 
« titude had taught me to love you 
te enough to be ſincerely intereſted in 
% your welfare, my on misfortune 
« did not engroſs all my thoughts. I 
cConſidered what I ſuffered was but 
« for a time. Vou indeed ſeemed to 
have a preſent advantage over me; 
« but how dreadful were the threat- 
e .ened conſequences ! The ſhort: tri- 
ceHumph of a few years muſt, if un- 
<< repented-of, be ſucceeded by eternal 
<, miſery. The heart muſt be very 
„% hard; which, in ſuch a ſituation, 
could be void of com for one: 
<. who poſſibly might be on the brink 
£ of the moſt. dreadful eternity, but 
from whom, at leaſt, it could not be 
« far diſtant; for the longeſt life is 
* ſhort while. Fun e ſharter 
'« in refleRion. , 57 29999: tte n 
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d certain relief; it may for ſome 
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% Jack wel? continued- the, 
«that Mr. Lafew was the more im- 
“ mediate object of my concern, as 


? » bus was: moſt dear to me; and fo 


reat have been my apprehenſions 
*« for him, that I can with truth ſay, 


% I have ſuffered much more on 1515 


te aceount than on my own. All my 
% worldly happineſs is indeed come to 
te its: period; but death iſes me 
yeafs 
e delay its heating — but at laſt 
«jt wl not fail of yielding me a eer- 
«tain cure. But this unavoiduble 
e event opens to the adulterer an Hor- 


rid ſcene ; and he, whoſe: cenſei- 


teu, has inflicted already frequent 


n pains, wil find, that ſmall Is tlie 


„pere which guiſt has thus antici- 
4 in compariſon of thoſe to 
6 which he will _ boweekened, a 


21 7180 10 . 


Thie — was interrupted 


by many tears: She fell into ſuelli ex- 


treme agonies of mind, that it was 
long before ſhe could grow ſufficiently 
compoſed 


1911 
compoſed to reſume the ſubject; nor 
was I capable of ſolliciting her to con- 


tinue it; for her words had filled me 


with a horror I had never before felt. 
However, as ſoon as Mts. Lafew was 
able, ſhe: thus proceededſd. 


Uns 14 9 Fil 10 Vlid 

Tho you had had but a ſmall 
*© ſhare in my thoughts before, and I 
e hoped: for ſome mercy for yen on 


(account of the gteatneſs of the temp- 


te tation (for I Was eonvinced no 
„ common ſhare of religion and vir- 
«* tue could reſiſt Mr. Lafew's ſupe- 
ce rior power to charm) a yet, en 1 

t ' heard that you were on the hrin of 
t appearing before i, 'whoſe moſt 
« ſacred laws you had violated, I per- 
<< ceived, that what I had ealled hopes 
« in your favour, aroſe only from my 
t jndifference to you, which the near- 
& neſs of the danger removed; and 
«© my. compaſſion for you was ſtrongly 
<<, excited by your condition. Every 
moment threatened you with 2 
+ dreadful change; a removal from 


« a ſtate 


a 


* — 


n 

* A ſtate of worldly pleaſure: to an 
© eternity of endleſs pains. How 

« great an object of pity was the per- 
4 fon now become, whom I had 
._ © ſomerimes been tempted to envy, 
« till J reflected on the greater eligi- 
_ © bility of my own ſituation, with 
© mortified affections, diſappointed 
love, but a clear conſcience, than 
*« that of one, whoſe pleaſures muſt 
4 be embittered with ſelf-reproaches 
«© here, and puniſhed with e 
"2" © able torments hereafter! | 


Who could Aber to . 
t ſionate a perſon in your deplorable 
condition? Certainly not one who 
te had experienced the good effects of 

tc your humanity. I immediately re- 

_ © ſolved to ſee that all poſſible care 
ee was taken of you, and to attend 
ct you aſſiduouſly, tho':I could do 
<« little more than pray for your reco- 
very and repentance.” Without the 
latter, the firſt could be no benefit 
4 to You? it would be adding only a 
greater 
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8 greater weight of guilt to your paſt 
« crimes. But that I muſt leave to 
„ 11M; Who alone can change the 
« heart; My buſineſs was to ſee that 
all human means were tried to pre- 
te ſerve your life, and therehy give 
you time to expiate t 9 e by 
by eee 


| Tho- I had never Ny the actions 


1 had been; guilty, of repreſented in ſo 


ſerious a light, yet conſcience, now for 
the firſt time ſeriouſly awakened, boxe 
witneſs to the truth of all Mrs. Lafew 
aſſerted. It is not eaſy to imagine how 
much I was affected with — ſhe 
had faid. I was too much agitated to 
-purſue the ſubject ; but the next day 
aſked her, If ſhe was not peculiarly 
ſerious in her way of treating what 1 
had hitherto heard called by no worſe 
name than that of gallantry, | 


. Mrs. Lafew, upon m putting this 

a queſtion, told me, ** that, whatever 
names might be given to our actions 
: 010 ' -. 


d they would not be judged hereafter 
t by fallacious appellations appropri- 
ec ated to them in this world: That the 
ee -bible was given us as the rule of our 
faith, and guide of our actions, by 
„Him who would judge us according 
to our conformity to it; and there- 
<« fore from it we mult learn the true 
« nature of them,” | 


She then began with a ſummary ac- 
count of the Chriſtian revelation, and 
inſtructed me in all the fundamentals of 
religion, of which I had before but a 
ſcanty knowlege. From this time ſhe 
Paſſed every day with me; and read, 
and, where my ignorance rendered it 
neceffary, explained, the Scriptures to 
me. If them 1 did indeed find my 
own condemnation ; and was fo terri- 
fed at my fituation, that Mrs. Lafew 
feared ſhe had brought me to de- 
ſpair, rather than to repentance. She 


referred me for hope to the fame book 


-which' had deprived me of it; and, 5 
c 


producing to me all the paſſages whi 
* .- tif 4 ' promiſed 


3 . Pe | wy eds be. by 6 
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promiſed fotgiveneſs to repenting fin: 
ners, ſhe convinced me, from the 
whole tenor of the New Teſtament; 
that I was rae) the reach of mer- 
e eee wee but Ute 
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ſlight the call, and determined no 
longer to continue my courſe of life. 


Apprehenſions of the conſaquences of 
my love for Mr. Lafew- abated my 


paſſion; and my affection led me to 


be as deſirous of his reformation as of 


my own. Could I have overcome the 
ſenſe of my guilt as an adultreſs, I felt 
myſelf ſo greatly indebted to Mrs. La- 
few, for — bare! both of my temporal 
and eternal welfare, that I could not 
bave continued in a conduct Which 
muſt render her unhappy. 

7 n 

"My 1reolatias: vas firmly 

ar + conſidered; Mr. Lafew 
ſent; I feared the ſight of him might 
again.awaken all my Frailty q and there 
= wilhedrto put. a relapſe dut of my 


power. 


. 2 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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power. For this reaſon J rejected all 
Mrs. Laſew's offers of wing me in 
a ſtate of eaſe and plenty at a diſtance 
from any abode of theirs. I feared 
myſelf; and was apprehenſive that 
Mr. Lafer might be diſpleaſed with 
his Wife, if he thought ſhe was pri 

to my concealment; and might thin] 
me grown rather indifferent than peni- 
tent, and more prevailed upon by the 
temptation of eaſe, than by a ſenſe of 
mycrimel f e 72 ne ee 
+5 t Mer i eit O 
As I was no enemy to employment, 
and wiſhed for à ſocie 5 — 
confirm me in my reſc utions, I deter- 
mined to enter into this Aſylum 3. Mrs. 
Lafew engaging to take care of my 
5 and to bring him often to ſee ine. 
ns +6 ner e, A LE Dates: 
Ay letters had from the — this 
Alteratiog/ in my mind; borne 
af it. Melancholy took the ae 
. expreſſions with which 


y 


— 
—— 
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di tched to him. With what money 


e 


To] 


way of life. When L had ſettled my 


plan, I wrote an account of all that had 
paſſed, and the effect it had had upon 
me; intreating him not to grieve for 
the loſs of me, but for the danger in 
which hi his eternal welfare had been in- 


volved with mine. I expatiated on 


the great obligations we both had to 
Mrs. Lafew; informed him of the per- 
fect knowlege ſhe had had of our in- 
tercourſe, almoſt during the Whole 
courſe of it; and was not ſilent on the 
great merit. of her behaviour on the 
occaſion. I added, that I had com- 
mitted our dear child to her care, and | 
was reſolved to devote the reſt of _ 
life to penitence. 


This letter, as 4 as finiſhed; * 


had, I defrayed my lodgings, and 


70d off my ſervants; and, after taking 
what 1 
farewell of my darling infant and Mrs. 


would prove but a ſhort 


Lafew, I came wakes, and was moſt 


charitably . 
Vor. II. . 
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This lady is the perſon Who has 
been twice to viſit me; and the boy 
Which came with her was the object 
of my tendereſt love, tho the offspring 
of my crime, Mr. Lafew had been 
in town above a fortnight before ſhe 
laſt came; and from her I had the 
pleaſure of learning that my letter had 
e oem. as I ae l tat he had 
begged. her pardon injuri- 
. moſt frank PR Og 
fectionate manner; and tho he ſpoke 
of me, with unaffected kindneſs and 
regard, yet was ſo far from aſking 
to hat place I had retired, that he 
1 — Apt. to ** TP leſt i Wo 


— * 
gree * veneration and 2 which ; 
gave her pain to receive from a huſ- 


ta WP LY * "7 band N 
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bnd Wem fhE fo tenderly loved, and 
whoſe paſt lapſes ſhe ſo cordially for- 
gave The excellent lady added; that 
my child was beloved by börh, 4 Tag, 
treated in f as their bf 


Nee 


| children. 30" 25 . . 4 4 bf 
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What more oth Ke" dig to my 
felicity! My temporal concerns arc alt” 
ſupplied in the moſt perfect manner; 
and I have every means of providing d, 
for my future welfare. I may appear 
blameable fur taki W e of this 
charity, when I bad the means of ſub- 
liRing; what may be called better wich- 
out ſt; but 1 hope 1 am not ſo bad a 
worker; but that I ſhall rather be 4 
benefit than an expence to the fociety ; 
and if not, I truſt in their boundleſs 
humanity for doning 'my my Having 
recdutſe to it. 1 me from 
a failure in virtue, as readily” as as If 
my motive had been to 'obthin' relief 
from neceflitics of a ftill leſs pernicious 
nature, the want of fabfiſtence. 10 3519 
lud s A021 AJ 03 MB4q 1281 IV 3% 
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[ 
Whatever cenſurers Fanny may 

meet with, ſhe was in no danger of 

being blamed by her companions; who 


28 greatly cdified- by her in 


the houſe, and were ſo pleaſed witk the 


- mildneſs and ſweetneſs of her beha- 


viour, that they could. not blame any 
motive which brought her thither ; 
where, perhaps, ſhe: was the only one 


who was induced to apply to that aſy- 


lum merely from penitence, unac- 
companied with any diſtreſs of cir- 
eumſtances; tho many, who were 
led by other motives, have, when in- 


crimes, become as penitent, 
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wa when nee, aft ns e 
Love is the pleaſant frenzy of the mind. 
And frantick men, in their mad actions, ſhow 

An happineſs, which none but madmen know. 
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TE next perſon called upon fo 
_ = communicate the particulars: of 
her eventful life, was a woman of 
above thirty years of age, in whoſe 
face appeared beauty in decay. Her 
features were extremely fine ; but her 
eyes, which had been naturally lan- 
guiſhing, were now become languid ; 
and her complexion ſhewed the ill 
effects of time and irregularity, and of 
the;pernicious arts made uſe of to re- 
ſtore a fictitious bloom, when the true 
one is paſſed, Her perſon was leſs 

7 impaired; 
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Im paired; ſhe ſtill preſerved a genteel 


air, accompanied with ſome degree of 
- dignity; Which ber manner and be- 
havicur did not contradict! It is ge- 


-nerally allowed, that vanity requires 


more ſollicitation than difidence > : It is 


no wonder then if this ſociety, who 


had much to bumble them, and no- 
thing whereof they could be vain, did 


not reſiſt the general agreement and 
deſitre. They might indeed plead a 
title to honour, wherein few in more 


8 
2 
* 


_— ranks of life can rival them, 
-the merit of being ſenſible of their er- 
-rors, and penitent for them: But ſuch 
"real deſert can be no ſubje for vani- 
ty; on the contrary, it is both the con- 
ſequence _ — cauſe — wy os 


Humility. y. 
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The perſon 1 have * deſeribing, 


timated it, and 1 in the i- 


— 


- the next who was to be her own bie- 
grapher, was ready to obey the 
of her companions, as ſoon as they 


lowing terms. 


* 


* 


e 
My father was a country gentle- 
man, who had 4 mpaired Bis fortune, in 
his youths: but prudence came: to. his 
relief be fote his; quin Was completed; 
-a1d; having: married a, woman with a 
toleiabie futtune, and a great deal of 

coe my, he ſeitled intirely, at his 
cauhtry ſeat. „mud o daum bad 
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My mother's extreme good .houſe- 
wiüfery might have. reſtored his eſtate 
to its former bulk, had ſhe not fruſ- 
trated all her care by being extremely 
proliſie; inſomuch that breeding and 
Javing went hand in hand, in ſuch due 
proportion, that all we could expect 
from our parents was mere ſubſiſtence. 


There were ſo many of us, that my 
mother had ſufficient employment in 
the neceſſary care of our bodies; nor 

could my father afford more time for 
the cultivation of our minds than Was 
requiſite to teach us to read and write, 
and that to no great degree of perfec- 
tion. 1} 07! Wal 


? 
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We had ſeveral neighbours, with 
Whom we lived on gdoct and equal 
terms; tho the charges of fol large à 


family rendered us unequal to them in 


opulence. One of theſe was à gentle- 


man, WhO had two ſons 1 the eldeſt 


was on his travels hen I was firſt ad- 
mitted into Which was in 
my ſixteenth year; — my mother very 
pradeptly kept us in the nurſery till 
that age, to leſſem the expente of our 
Joaths; og if we had appeared to 
viſitors, "muſt have been more genteel 


than ewe g. Was Re .. 


1 his ede whoſe" name was 
1 urnham, had his ſecond ſon at home; 


el 


youth little more than two years 


older than myſelf. His perſon was 

reeable, and his manner very inſinu- 
afing. His father hatt deſigned him 
for the ſtudy of the law; but ſoot 
perceived it was too laborious a 2 


ion for ſo volatile a rn Zenn 
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The young 1an' had been 
guilty of ſome juvenile exceſſes; and 
when he found his ſchool-maſter in- 
tended to him, he ran away 
from ſchool; and his father could not 
prevail on him to come home, but on 
a promiſe of never ſending him thither 
again. This indulgent parent then 
put him under the tuition of the cu- 
rate of his pariſh ; but found it im- 
poſfible to fix him to any ſort of 
ſtudy, and that his mn enen, 
on the — 1 | 


When Mr. Tunnham Gn that it 
fible to make his ſon apply 
to any thing ſerious, he thought it moſt 
rudent to gratify his n * _ 0 
a commi 


Young Tutnham bad ju acquired 
the title of captain, and a red coat, 
when 1 firſt knew him; two diſtin- 
guiſhing circumſtances, which made 
me look on him as a very fine gentle- 

! F. 5 man 5 - 
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| man; and 1being then very young, and 
©. in the full — of youth, attracted 
his notice, of which I ſoon became 
ſenſible, by his aſſiduities where- ever I 
| met him; and as he was idle both by 
profeſſion and inclination, he had no- 
thing to do but to viſit his neighbours; 
and contrived to know our motions ſo 
well, that he generally met us where- 
ever we went, pretendedly by chance; 
but he took care I ſhould be better in- 
| formed of the cauſe, to-which.I owed 
| Aa circumſtance ene ee to me. 


Sal . Captain Turnham's vivacity e na- 
| tural. good breeding made him much 
careſſed. His — enlivened 
every company he came into; and the 
young women were all my rivals, each 
endeavouring to attract the man, who 
appeared to them the moſt agreeable 
in the country: But I had the ſatisfac- 
— ſeeing ny were all-unſucceſs- 
ful; and found my vanity moſt pleaſ- 
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i many, who omitted no means of 
gaining the heart which Ny 
0008 itſelf. tome. 


0 . C j 
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| | Captain Tombain took all 28 
nities of drawing me aſide from the 
company; nor was I backward in 
complying with his inelination in this 
requeſt, ſince the ſhort converſations 
thus obtained yielded much greater 
ſatisfaction than mixed company could 
give. On theſe occaſions his vivacity 
was changed into tenderneſs, and he 
became more pleaſing to me, by the 


thing that would bave rendered him 
ll. eee to others. 5 n 


| As I had more. ſincerity: ES art, he 
was not long a ſtranger, to the return 
my heart made to his affection. From 
this knowlege aroſe a corre | 
by letters, which: was: very diligently 
carried on by us both, e 
communicated our tendereſt- ſenti⸗ 
ments; and I never 8 giidg;him 


F 6 infor- 


_ 4 
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information of every opportunity af 
e me; not "On 905 euer neglect: 

l Mme. W te 

EE 8314 9171 of 

But the maſk i of all, our in- 
tervie ws, were a few: ſtolen meetings 

in a neighbouring wood, whither he 


generally went every morning by five 


O clock, and ſtaid till ſeven; aud when- 


_ ever I could poſſibly get clear of the 
reſt of my family any part of thoſe tw u 
hours, I went ta him, and ſtaid as long 
as 1 durſt venture to hs! s 6 


1 paid ar for this 3 
he conſtant perturbation of my mind, 
which was ever anxious for fear of dike 
appointment, and grievouſly mortified 
when Las prevented from meeting 
him, which was frequently. the caſe; 
a we. judged it neceſſary to be ex- 
vemely ſecret in our mutual paſſion, 
tho', our actions and our views were 
Wholly, innocent; but we: were both 
| 3 on dur parents, 


and 


1 169 J. 
and fo deſtitute of fortune, that we 
could hope for the liberty of ſeeing 
each other only from their ignora wn, 
the ſtrength of our mutual þ 1 ment. 
In this wood we interchanged a thou- 
ſand vows of eternal” love, with all 
that profuſeneſs wherewith they are 
laviſhed by boys and girls, who nei- 
ther know the nature of their own: 
hearts, nor of the paſſion they profeſs, 
Here we formed various ſchemes for 
our future union, all founded on the . 

of my lover's prefermett, which 
e to us as not far 
2. 


1 15d ws capdithline A J fat 
two fiſters and three brothers older 
than OR and two brothers and one 

dunger; but my elder lifters - 

Kira much older, that they tyran- 
bac! over me as a child,. an 
younger ſiſter was an infant. Moſt of 
my brothers were placed where youth 
may be commendably and commodi- 
cally. boarded, - age, taught, 4 


BAR 
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for the moderate ſum of ten pounds 2 
year; and thoſe who had outgrown 
the age for theſe cheap ſeminaries, 
were apprenticed to ſuch buſineſles. as 
they were [deſigned to follow, except 
my eldeſt cher and it being thought 
proper that the heir of the family ſhou!d 
be able to write and read, and have a 
gentleman's education, he was ſent to 
a ſchool where learning, was: not fold 
fo. great a pennyworth, and afterwards 
to the Vaiverfity, where he was during 
the time Captain Tutnham made his 


gh Jade 


© I belive. the air of intrigue adds.. 2 
pleaſure to courtſhig: Ours had this 
recommendation. in a ſupreme degree; 
and perhaps, had we. received permiſ- 
ſion from our parents, it * have 
diminiſhed our paſſion. We were 
of an age for romance, and were de- 
lighted with every circumſtance that 
bare the air of it. An allowed affec. 


tion, like an eſtabliſhed religion, is apt 


er warmth, which" in one caſe 
is 


„ 
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is culled paffion, in the other teal, into 
lokewarmneſs. In moſt caſes oppo- 
ſition is as neceſſary to preſerve mental 
fire irt its full blaze, as air is for the 
more material kind; and 1 Have ſeeri 
that love, which; -whil a pproved: by 

all, has burnt faintly, like fo ſmothered 
embers, blown into ſuch a flame by 
unexpected oppoſition, that it has al- 
moſt conſumed every principle,” and 
turned the whole mind into a a general ; 
CTU Mons s 8 


The ada between Captain 
Turnham and myſelf was not wholly- 
unobſerved ;' but it was looked upon 
only as a coquetry on both fides; for 
as'there was no apparent advantage on 
either, our parents were not very ready: 
to take alarm ; and we found ſo much 
pleaſure in ſecreſy, that we took great 
care to preſerve it; whilſt we continu- 
ally complained of the conſtraint we 
were under as the heavieſt misfortune, 
and of the diſtant proſpect 4 our 
—" which we: really felt very” 


ſeverely, 


3 

| 

| ſeverely, in the language of deſpairing 
_ who did not Fd that every 
vow, which pafſion or ſuſpicion ever © 
invented, never to marry any © 
perſon, or not to prove falſe to their 
profeſſions, was a ſufficient gratifi- 
cation. | 
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Intereſt. is the moſt prevailing cheat; 
The {ly ſeducer both of age and youth 
They ſtudy that, and think they ſtudy truth x 
Where intereſt fortifies an argument, 4 
Weak reaſon ſerves to gain the benen 
For ſouls already warpt receive an eaſy bent. 
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F the neceſſity of concealment helped 
to raiſe our paſſian to ſo great-an 
height, what addition did it not receive 
from the open oppoſition which broke 
out in the ſecond year of its exiſtence! 


The cauſe of this event was a 


gentleman, who came to make a viſit 
to one of our neighbours. His name 


was Merton: He confeſſed but fifty 


y Cars 0 tho' he appeared in every 


reſpect above threeſcore. Whether he 


thought. 


number of his 


[#14] 
thought proper to ſink 4 confidetable | 
year 85 or whether the 
debauched life: he had led gave him 
the infirmities and appratance of a 
more advanced age, I cannot pretend 
to ſay ; but, by chuſing rather to have 
the latter believed; he rendered thoſe 
defects nauſeous, which otherwiſd one 
mould * dete piticd: bas; r clist 

24D OF Ml uf IQ * 

Mr. Merton, i in ſhort, was a ED 
cake whoſe body was worn out, but His 
mind Cranes; While his perſon. 
exhibited all the imperfections of old 
age, he affected the diſſolute manner 
- and looſe converſation of a thoughtleſs 
boyiſh rake; whereby, inſtead of in- 
ſpiring that reſpect which we feel. at 
ſeeing a man full of age and honour, 


who, like the ruins of a noble edifice, 
is rendered more ref pectable by time, 
and receives new charms from his de- 
cay, Mr. Merton was the moſt con- 


—— 9 as well as moſt pauſcous, of 
mankind, 5 


This 


raged bim is 


[ons J : 
This gentleman my ill fortur 


me for 2 lover; and 40 Som ile 


was his heart, at an age — 
that it took fires the firſt! tirne fav 
me, and burnt with ſuch violence, that 
he could not reſt out of my preſence. 
The gentleman bebe witer he was, 
| ned to be d great friend of "wy 
father ; and thinkingirwauld be ha 

py for him to —. of a daughter to 
à man of ſo large "a fortune as Mr. 
Merton was fied. of, he encou- 

2 * yd 's HHH 
10 oni In? ts. 09! 

Mr. Merton iy ſutktiently ſenfible 
of his own infirmities, to think a _ 
a neceflary appendix; and tho' he had 
been — e with our ſex, 
was weak enough to fancy a girl of 
ſeventeen a proper perſon for a wife. 


This conſideration, joined with the 
paſſion he had conceived for me, ſoon 
. W him to ane bis addreſſos. f 


This was che 5 civclurtltigs 
which could have rendered him more 
0 odious. 


Dr _—_—_— —_—_— 
* 


Such was then the extravagance 


Merton could confer any benefit on 
00 | me 


* . belore. - "My 
mind was the very eſſence of romance; 


_ could fanſy a ſtate of perfect bliſs in 


more barren plains than thoſe of Ar- 
cadia with my Strephon ; could even 
imagine ſcenes of app! ineſs in wilds 
and deſarts; and ſincerity have 
addreſſed bim as Belvidere does Jaffier; 
and er not to forlake him, 


wa. c 
te bare n ſhould be our reſting place ;. 
hat rated fome chff our habitation 3. | 


chat I would. 


Have made my arm a pillow for his lead 
And watch d him till the morning. 


of my 
notions; the moſt wok; thts Tor the” 
contrary madneſs, which, as ignorant 
of the power of riches-as I was of that 
of love, fanſies that wealth, however 


nme. 1 give happineſs. | 


It would; i in the diſpoſition I have 
been repreſenting, have been very dif. 
ficult to have perſuaded me that Mr. 


1 

me by becoming my huſpand; and he 
found 1 liflenedstor him witlr 40 little 
complaceney, that be thought he 
ſhould find' a ſhotter way of "atriving: 
at. the completion of his 'withes: 
plying to wy father z and accordingly 
. - adgreſſes Hoa! me vl 


meaſures, certainly Ju ; 
father received his propoſal with Fe 
ſure, and my mother with joy: For an 
offer to take a daughter off their hands, 
without requiring any fortune with her, 
was an irreſiſtible argument for their 
conſent; and however diſtaſteful he 
might be to me, ſueh a lover was ſure 
to have many charms for den. 1 
209 641 "7 
Mr. Merton i in- ; nathing! ewe 
true a knowlege of himſelf, as in being 
ſenſible that the part of a lover was 
not the beſt ſuited to him; and wWou⁰ 
have been much in the right to have 


pt As rer and 0 . 


* 
14 
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| had be. found any other means than 
thatAtill more. one of con 


| — — and r 
parents tere nbt defirous to delay i it; 


| ba was fixed" for 
the ceremony. 


All Liebl inſt this e. 
. at My tears 
and my intreaties excited only gr in 


thoſe whoſe-compaſlion I attempted Tm 


raiſe, I ſuffered all, that hatred for the 
man I was going to marry,” and love 
for him from whom I was to be thus 
cruelly torn, could inflict; and my ex 


preſſions were adequate to my diftteſs; . 
but they were all unavailing. I con- 
feſſed my love for Captain Turnham, 
and his for me, hoping that might 


plead for me; but, on the contrary; it 


convinced them the more of the ne- 
ceſſity of marrying me, to prevent me 


_ from becoming the wife of one as 


as myſelf. It had likewiſe another diſ- 


* conſequence ; it made them 
watch | 


verting theJdovet into the huſband. He | 


vol od ui id goneorim 
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1 ig 4 
watch ; me ſo narcowly, that I could 
not get one moments interview- With 
Captaig g Turnbam l he came to the 
dera 1 1 got che maus 

this departure! 
of writing him ward o my ſituation, 
intreating him, if he loved mey to de- 
liver me from it; offering to fly with 
him where-eveiche But I had 
no N koowing whether he 
Was v0 to ti my ropoſal, 
which I am et belong Sip the 
caſe; for all. poſſibility of further in- 
my was ſtopped between us; ſo 


ery circumſpect were my parents; 


Ke, the day of my matraage found me 


ſtill ex led, and 1 to be I 
victim of (Rel: PN: 


- 7 85 8.4 4 


9 — 


I was led, ak ci Fo 
alive, up to the: altar, where my totter- 
ing knees could not ſupport: me; but 
my mother on one ſide, and my eldeſt» 
ſiſter on the other, did that office: But 


before the end of the ceremony,-even's - 


their ans was not * * 


4012 vw 


ng 3 
\ ” Ty 
. - £7 7 
in 
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, 


I fainted away, which only delayed it; 


and as oon as I appeated come to my- 
ſelf, it was comeluded ; tho” 1 was no 
more 5 ok Joining in it, either by 
thought on e en I was 
of tetfipataty death. 
De St Dy GC! 5 ta a th. 


"A "Enpteju adiced ſpectator would 
have drawn meta 120 prognoſtics 
for Mr. Merton's future happineſs from 
my conduct; but he ſeemed unalarm- 
ed, appeared all joy, without one ſigh 
of pity either for me or himſelf; ad- 
mired my virgin modeſty; wiſhed to 


diſſipate my diffidence; but did not 


once ſufpect that averſion alone pro- 
duced” alf the effects which he attri- 
buted to ſuch various cauſes. 


Aſter ſtaying a few days at my fa» 


ther's, Mr. Mcertort carried me to his 


country ſeat, where all was magnifi- | 
cent, and indeed beautiful; but he was 
there; and that was ſufficient to change 
the nature of every thing about me. 
While he was preſent, nothing could 
= pleaſe. 


i 


("rar ] J l 
pleaſe; / The houſe was elegant, but 


Ie inhabited it; The park was fine, 


but he always cb me there: 
1 he proſpect would have been charm- 

g, if he had not made part of it: 
BY: while he was always at my elbow, 


my ſituation appeared A me * beter ; 
than a gaudy DEP LIT gt 


* 2. . 1 i 1 
af as x 


Merton had KR eth 1 ſee me 


Mr. 


delighted with alt - che maghifAcence 


around me; my inſeo6bitity therefore 
could not fail of being very difagreeable 
to him. I took no pains to cohceal. it: 
My romantic imagination found amel- 
ancholy pleaſure in ſhewing my dif- 
content. I formed my conduct on 
ſome of the romances I had tead; and 
fanſied I ated a noble part, while 
I was indulging a paſſion now become 
criminal, and endeavouring to render 
a Gevation, which muſt be allowed an 
unhappy one, ſtill more wretched than 
was neceſſary. Like moſt lovers, while 
their paſſion remains unabated, I valued 


conſtancy. highly; ; and therefare placed 


much merit in ſacrificing all the little 
Vol. II. G ſatisfaction 


—— —ꝛ———— q —— — 
, 
* 


atis faction I might have em 


[. £22 J 


oyed, to 
what I called the delcacy of my af- 
fection for Captain Turnbarn. "The 
Priheeſs ef Cleves vs ſo tuch iy 
favourite heroine, that Had Mr. Mer- 
ton treated my mefancholy "with in- 
dulgence and good- nature, I have no 
doubt but I ſhould have made him tie 
confidante of my* paſſion; but as my 
Hlzuuged conduct rendered him mo- 


roſe; thought her highneſs's on 


therein, Hoy _ CI, ” 
Al the whoglls of faſhion 1 th 
neighbourhood came to viſit us, as 
ſoon as they thought it proper to in- 
he =o on the leiſure of a new- married 
The reluctance with which 1 
— this ſplendid ſlavery was 
by ſore means known in the country; 
and my appearance ſhewed how little 


| Tas ferhnatled'26 te. An old man, 
who marries a g'rl' whoſe youth: and 


perſon prejudice beholders in her fa- 
vour, has but lictl. chance of being 
e with much caudour. The 

| cauſe 


— 


11. 
cauſe. of pity on one ſide is obvious; 
on the other, indeed, it is v 


bable: But then ſo it might have been 
ta the huſband. himſelf, before he be- 
came ſuch; and if he ſhut his eyes on 
the danger into which he was running, 
while it was not too late to avoid it, 
ay do not very readily give. way 
eave een ee 


4 young RE, who marries: an 
old man, brings her virtue into ſome 
danger, and her reputation into more. 
Voung men look upon the wife of an 
old one as part of their property: They 
may be diſappointed. of their conqueſt, 
but they generally make the trial. 
This expoſes a woman to frequent 
temptation. Age is ſeldom. unac- 
companied with peeviſhneſs; and the 
retroſpection of a man's own folly, 
which every contrariety in taſte or tem- 
per repreſents in glaring colours to 

him, is not likely to let it lie dormant. 
Thus he, who can have no merit to a 
young gul but indulgence, becomes 
A harſh 


ery pro- 


— — 
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"I and ill-tempered ; while every 
younger man is polite, attentive, aſſi- 
duous, and tender. The contraſt? is 
dangerous; but virtue founded on re- 


ligion (for no other foundation is firm 


enough to bear ſo ſtrong a virtue as 
that muſt be which has every paſſion 
to conquer) may lead a woman tliro 
this ordeal unhurt; yet even that can- 
not always ſecure her character: * 


bability, built on human frailty, 
againſt her; as in moſt caſes there is 


an apparent want of principle in-a wo- 


man's promiſing love toa man to whom 


ſhe knows ſhe cannot give it, and en- 
tering into a ſtate, whoſe bonds ſhould 


be mutual affection, with one who has 
nothing to render him agreeable to her 


but money: Every opinion ĩs prejudiced 


againſt her, and people are apt to ima- 
gine, that ſhe who, violates truth, for 
the indulgence of vanity or avarice, 


may break the moſt ſolemn vows for 
the gratification of another paſſion, 


And thus mankind will always think, 
n it. latter their hopes; tho ex- 


perience 


n 


perience continually ſhews them how 
very far the argument is from being 
concluſive, by the very good behaviour 
of many women, who have reduced 
themſelves into this ſituation, and who 
ſuffer with virtue, tho' with ſorrow, 
during the moſt valuable part of their 
lat for this fatal vanity.” Q FE) 


"Angiter eibruniſinccs which'i is 150 
to hurt a woman's reputation in this 
ſituation, is the deſire moſt people have, 
that the folly of an old man in this re- 
ſpect ſhould not be unpuniſhed; and 
becauſe they wiſh it, they are ſure to 
believe it on the ſmalleſt evidence. 


ity © was viſible in every eye that 
beheld me; which convinced me 
the more of my on miſery, | How 
great malt it be, if thoſe who knew 
only half my ſufferings, and who were 
void of all regard for me, could yet 
not ſee me without compaſſion Thus 
I argued, and thus endeavoured to in- 
creaſe my diſcontent. = 
"8 One 


1 
N 

11 
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PP 1 1261 
wy he" our viſitors. told. us ſhe-was 
going to., Tunbridge 3, upon which 


Mr. Merton, to my great ſur prize, in- 


formed her, that we ſhould meet her 
there. He had never hinted this in- 
tention to me; I ſuppoſe, becauſe he 
imagined it might give me pleaſure : 
Nor did I much blame him, as it could 


not do ſo but for reaſons very far from 


flattering to him ; and my behaviour 
did not give me a title to expect a very 
difintereſted regard for my ſatisfaction, 
as his vanity, together with ignorance 
of ſome of my ſentiments, muſt pre- 
vent his knowing that I deſerved his 
pity, at leaſt as much as his anger. 


Tunbridge had no charms for me, 
but the chance it ſeemed to offer me 


of having leſs of Mr. Merton s com- 


pany, and much fewer tte à 7tte's, 


which were very dreadful, his fond- 


neſs or his anger being equally odious ; 
and of a reaſonable medium between 
them I ſaw no hope. Inſtead of look- 
ing on Tunbridge as a place of beg 
an 


Hen 


and diverſion, I opoſed no fatis- 
faction from it, but more frequent 


opportunities of indulging my melan- 


oly, and retiring from every eye. 
1921: Dod 5 zac got a! 
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And doubts and fears to jealouſies will turn; 
The hotteſt hell in which a heart can burn. 
CoNG. 


PEFORE the ſecond month of my 


wedlock was quite expired, we 


went to Tunbridge; a place where 


Mr. Merton reſorted yearly, to patch 
up his tattered conſtitution. The ſea- 
ſon was then very full; but as I had 
few acquaintance, and wanted ſpirits 


to make new ones, it appeared very 


dull to me; yet it anſwered my hopes; 
for Mr. Merton was always engaged 
abroad ; and at firſt I enjoyed a retire- 
ment which the country did not afford 
me. But the lady I mentioned, by 
whoſe means I firſt learnt Mr. Merton's 
intention of going thither, was inclin- 


ed, by the ſociableneſs of her own na- 


ture, both to pity the ſolitude I lived 


in, 
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in, and to end the misfortune, by make. 
ing me come abroad. She would call 
upon me both morning and evening, 
and not depart till ſne prevailed on me 
to accompany her. I was as void of 
ſpirits to reſiſt her importunities, as to 
enjoy the diverſtons into which ſhe 
—_ me. 


As Mr. Merton had n his 
victim with many family jewels and 
fine cloaths, (an expence he had taken 
on himſelf) I Dre too reſplendent a 
figure to paſs unnoticed. I ſoon found 
I had no occaſion to put myſelf to any 
trouble for acquaintance; it would 
have been a greater labour to avoid 
them. The old ladies were moved by 
my youth and melancholy: to pity me, 

which gave a pleaſing et to their 
Oy The young ones forgave. me 
my ſuperior finery, and any advantages 
of perſon, when they looked on the 

doleful conſequences of the latter ; and 
when they placed all that vanity. could 
m"_ defirable in me in one account, 
"bs | and 


1 
and the; mighty. ſum of all Mr, Mer- 
tons diſagreableneſs in the other, they 
oꝙuld not ſuppoſe. the balance of boy: 
pres Was Ame Excite 00G: 
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188 - x . hu Gu 1 12 


Thos 1 became a, 5 - with my 
own ſex; and I have already given rea- 
ſans why the other was not likely to 
be leſs diſpoſed in my favour. I ſoon 
became the determined idol. of the 
men: Some perhaps addreſſed me 
fram real liking; others, from the hopes 

my. ſituation inſpired; and ſtill more; 
for.the. pleaſure. of making an old man 
\ Pa or to obtain the honour of 
+ ON to have ſown An- 

tween a new - married couple. 


4 e d e opinion 
all the t 3 
do not 7 I ſhould — found; 
out this ge os neral admiration of the men 
if Mr. Merton had not opened; my. 
eyes. As ſoon as they began to ſhew 
the aſt attention: to me, he 1 jea- 


(mJ). 


lous; and.av he wan a plain ſpealen 


J was not of it. I won» 


deted dt his he im; and ſet it down to 


his account as another of his faults: 1 


made no 
for I had collected a large 


catalogue in 


my mind, and could make none to my 


diflike, enen eee 


1 did not"entiditer how amel 9 
louſy is to a man who knows be is not 


beloved. My countenance and air 
ſufficiently ſhewed me capable of love; 


and he was ſure not to be the object, | 


In-fach a fituation, jealouſy was pare 
— * but I was too young to rea» 
ſon deeply; and had no prepoſſeſſion 


in his favour to help me to excuſe 


him; Becauſe I was intirely indiffer- 
ent to all the men in the place, I 
ut he injured me grievouſſy; and 


too indolent to go from them; and 


was abſorbed: in my own "any ghts, 
NOR 8 6 W 


t addition to the number; | 


reſented it accordingly. If I let the 
men talk to me, it was becauſe I was 


— 


f 

| 
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that I ſcarcely heard one ſentence in 
ten of all they addreſſed to me. 
nun DUGP Hon o a eng- n thheq 8 
f The indifference: 1. ſhewed to- all, 
gained me much praiſe from the old 


ladies; and the e 


mented? my behaviour, and careſſed 


me extremely, in order to get into the 
circle of the gentlemen who common- 


ly attended me; and to whom they 
hoped to recommend themſelves by 


that vivacity which I ſo much wanted; 


not doubting to get away every admi- 
rer from a woman, whoſe coldneſs of 


manner, and languid mind, ſcarcely 
$0 eee He. K 
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'T hoes Went my conidiadd.n re- 


ceived from every other perſon, made 


me more highly reſent Mr. Merton's 


| ſuſpicions; which ſoon grew as brutal 
ny were unjuſt. I ſaw no means of 


avoiding them, but by ſhutting myſelf 
up intirely; which was impoſſible, un- 


— 2 I' had told the reaſon; and I had 


ſenſe enough to fee that I could not 
233-85 take 
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take a more imprudent e Nor wy 
1 imagine any care could have quieted' 
a paſſion grown to ſuch a rage as Mr. 
Merton's jealouſy and which undoubt- 
edly was without the leaſt colour of 
reaſon from any miſconduct of mine: 
But the ſequel ſeemed to juſtify him; 
his imagination did but anticipate the 
cauſe ee ee We- was 


Tho! than addreſſes — an n 
eee rage of my huſband, 
could not bring me out of my lethargy 
of grief (for my ſpirits were ſo intire- 
ly ſunk, that it could be called by no 
other name), yet a circumſtance hap- 
er, which ae it at once. 

I went out one e re 1. 
guid than ever, wearied with 
in the morning while I was abroad, 
and with abuſe at noon, when dinner 
brought a tete 2 téte between my huſ- 
band and myſelf at home. I was 
ſcarcely able to ſit up; ſo much did the 
extreme 


1 06] 
my whole frame; and was more in- 
clined to vent ſome of my melancholy 


in tears, than to go into : But 


ä — either go to 
the rooms with her as. uſual; or;; if 1 
was not well enough (for 


. ſpend the evening: with me. 


Hate * een eee 
was Tay: = wr as to be Ss 


fapport a — with ſo little af 
ſiſtance; therefore, as the leſs grievous 
of fo difagreable an alternative, I con- 
ſented to go to the public room with 
her. She had a great deal of good- 


nature, and therefore was ſincerelx glad 
the had yrevailed; com inced that diſ- 


would be of fervice- to one, 


checked, and turned into a fear of hav- 


ing done me harm; for we had not 
: 7 8 4 333 : — S , Ti $3. +: Z : "i ' V. got 7 | 


company 
4 lady came to fee ma, who would 


that was the 
turn I had given to: my refuſal), he 


wholaidifande? — on + 
her ſpirits: But her ſatisfaction was ſoon 


| _ me} 
— 8 
u ee. N 


This ads 4 a ound 
me; all che bottles in the 

room were collected about me; when 
came to myſelf, water and drops were 
— . me, and every thing offered 
that promiſed relief. The lady, who 
brought me out, immediately aſked 
aſſiſtance to carry me home again; but 
I, Who came abroad ſo unwitlingly,. 
BOW inſiſted on AR ANNE I nes 


— 


A change which fo mack ſa 
my. N, was occaſioned: he 
fight of £ Turnham; which af 
fected my ſſed ſpirits to ſo vio- 
lent a 


der that had raiſed ſo great an alarm 
When I came a little to myſelf; all the 
volatiles preſented me did leſs towarde. 
reviving me than the appearance of 
Captain Turnham; who in the croud 


was attending; tho with a counte- 


nance which. expreſſed real concern, 
while 


; as — Ve the diſor- 


e k y 


n 
| while: thoſe of others only nb. the 
language of civility. . | 


The captain was fo: RES as, to 
1 me only like a common ac- 
quaintance, while . we had ſo many 
ſpectators. I took the hint, and an- 


_ - ſwered him in the ſame manner; but 


endeavoured as ſoon as poſſible to diſ- 
ſipate the croud, and could with a good 
grace aſſure them I was quite well; 
for my joy had proved to me ſuch a 
a f that all agreed mar had never 
| Teen me look ſo well. _ 


Captain Turnham watched the. op- 
portanity, and we got half an hour's 
uninterrupted converſation ; ., wherein, 
after lamenting our hard fate, he in- 
formed me, that had it not been for 
his father's ſickneſs, and then bis 
death, of which 1. had heard, he 
mould have ſet out for Tunbridge the 
moment he knew we were gone thi- 
ther; and that he could not perſuade 
himſelf. to remain in the. a an 
n our 
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hour after he had performed the moſt 
neceſſary duties. He was in doubt 
whether it might be proper to come to 
my houſe; there dreffed himſelf as 
ſoon'as he arrived; and repaired to the 
public room, Where he hoped to find 
me; and after having walked round it, 
and convinced himfelf that I was not 
there, he placed himſelf” near © the 
door, that he 4 not fail of ſeein 
me as 1 entered. E. n 2 

ein gern 

'T this far me in hayin 
that half gh myſt allowed wy ; and” 
found I was not to expect its continu- 
ance; for I perceived ſome of my ac- 
quaintance coming up to me, at which 
Feould not forbear expreſſing my vexa- 
tion; Captain Turnham Juſt binde the | 


neceſſity of appearing countty acquain- 


tance, which might excuſe our inti- 

macy. Accordingly Taſked many queſ- 
tions about my family, and my former 
neighibours, who had indeed borne no 
ſhare in our converfation till then; and 


this was repeated in every neu- ſet'of 


company 
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2 both thay evening and the 
he rh W T x6: 4 1788 
Onde Vol it its pAR Na- 


e hac made 
ſame acquaintance with Mr. Ns 
when: he firſt came into our neigh- 
bourhaod; and learnt. from me that 
my relations had been prudent enough 
to conccal the ſhare; my love had in 
my reluctance to the marriage, - he 


went up to the card table where he 


was playing, carried him the compli- 
Sn 


—.— v3 for be had not dechrd i 
intention of going to Tunbridge... 


Tho! ds, Merton. . de 


— 24 — G 
was fure to be accepted. 2 hn ch 
An 


others. who: had never 


'T'took in being admired; 


throw him into- ſuch outrageous paſ- 
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An n between me and one 
with whom I was ſuppoſed to have 
2 acquainted from my childhood, 
ſo natural, that 3 i 
oy quick at taking offence at we: 
Mr. Merton, 3 — boiled over 
rage if 1 did but ſpeak to, or en 

any other man, appeared 8 
ſulpicion of Captain Turnham ; tho 


the change in me was ſo very | 
rent; as might have been e 


one leſs jealous, W 


animated; my complexion” glowed; 

* ſpoke. with eaſe; and my whole air 
was changed: But this was all attri- 
buted to the waters, which I 
from the time I firſt came there; 

I was quoted as the greateſt cure they 
had performed that ſeaſon; by all ba | 
Mr. Merton, who imagined-the altera 


tion proceeded only 27 — the p plating 
and if 


looked — blooming, or more 
animated than common, it would 


J. 


Wie that Captain 1 prelince 


could'not pr 18 who thereby often 
became the witneſs of his; brutality; 


42 


which « gave me Teſs uneaſineſs, When 
T knew T was tenderly pitied by the 
object of all my affections: Nor indeed 


could 1 well have been angry; for tho 
Mr. Merton had nothing particular to 


lay to my charge, but only ſuppoſed, 


that as I did not love him, I muſt like 
ſome of thoſe whoſe alliduities he ob- 


ſerved,” tho” my behaviour gave not 
the leaſt reaſon for his ſuſpicion, yet 1 


Was conſcious that he had in | 
ſufficient Faule, though he knew it 
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* "Captain ITorahams Was >lextremilly 


cautious in his conduct to me; and by 

that means taught me ua care, which, 
infatuated as I was, I ſhould probably 

not otherwiſe have taken: But as this 


laid him under a great reſtraint, he 


thought he deſerved to be rewarded 


"oh ſome private interviews, wherein 
he 
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he might have liberty to ſpeak his 
paſſion, without being obliged, to 
guard every look, to prevent ſpectators 
from-knowing the ſubject of our oon. 
D BE SNL bh: Sh{ Fab 
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To this my fears of a diſcovery 
made fome objection ; nor was I with- 
out apprehenſions from the impru- 
dence of his paſſion, which I feared 
my on was too violent to be able to 
repreſs. I ſaw that a lover, who knew 
he was too much beloved to give any 
real offence, muſt be a very dangerous 
perſon. Tho' Mr. Merton had no 
ſhare of my affections, I was deter- 
mined to keep what I called my con- 
jugal fidelity. He comes too near, 
« who comes to be denied”, has beer, 
truly ſaid. My behaviour gave Cap- 


tain Turnham ſufficient 1 % - 
is 


ment to be very importunate in his 
ſolicitations for a private meeting, and 
the weakneſs he preſumed upon was 
his friend; for at laſt he preyailed 3 | 


5 


| 
] 
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leifure to retract, and the meeting im- 
mediately followed my conſent. 
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Anger, in haſty words and blows, 
Itſelf diſcharges on its foes: 

Our ſorrow too finds ſome relief, 
In tears, that wait upon our grief, 
Thus every, paſſion, but fond love, 
Unto its own redrgſs does move : 
But that alone the wretch inclines 


To what prevents her on deſigns ; 


To acts that render her deſpis = 
Where the endeavours to de pri d. 


Warxxn, 
1 ſeldom ſtops at the firſt 


difficulty. prevailed. upon to conſent to 
the firſt 2 interview with Captain 


Turnham; but after that was * 
granted, I made no ſeruple of another 


meeting; and then of another ſtill; 

and ſo on, till they came almoſt daily, 

The c reſpee with which he * 2 
hay 


. imprudence. I had been with 


— —  _-___ — 
o 
Pa 


n 
% 


re and. ihren Ben b Nen paß + 


8 e 
_haved, 1 2 ; 125 to pot 
bs The £ 51 ag | 
ſhould — — pa my ay To 


cat a pleaſure, as e BANG Fom 
e liberty of Profe e 4 


fortune and e 
vided iis, when this i in dulgence. migh 

"be granted without an infringe ent mo, 
'virtue; for I did not l that my 
Huſband had a right to require me to 
be prudent as Well as wot e cake 


and that encouraging . of 


another man, or in 555 my own 
for him, was an offence 1 
within whatever be I reſtrained 
my a. actions. rab at thrafely S 
F WIG i 28: 5h 
—_—_ waa his OY to preſerve 
her virtue "after ſhe b has laid : de 


* 
e 


rum, is as fooliſh, as 4 man e 
Vn, 


Who ſhould expect to defend 2 


#3 It} 


whoſe” fortifications, and outwork 8 are 
defttcyed, againſt 7 a "powerful enemy ; 
pecially'jf LEH we Which 


D 


tain Turnham as I did myſelf: He 
knew the conſequence of all my ac- 
tions, and How long reſpect was necei- 
ary to depriye me of all fear; the on- 
1 enemy he e had: And virtue follow ed. 
my prudence, as is generally the 4 
| with her who parts with the latter. | 
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which], am id 7 is the caſe when: a 2 
Woman 8. OE) are eee en- 
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Theſe private meetings enabled us 
the better to conſtrain ourſelyes in pub- 
lic; and we had the ſatisfaction of 
continuing our courſe unſuſpected, till 
one night that my houſekeeper paſſed 


by juſt as I came out of Captain Turn- 


ham's lodging with him, 1 villhly yx 


obſetved ne. I that inſtant. antici- 


pated the puniſhment of my crime, 


the immediate conf; quence occurri 


at once to me. My fright was 
five; I could not ſupport myſelf; — 4 
Wi forced to return with the Captain 


Vor. II. 1 into 
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his bouſcl eeper WAS ↄnę, v who, as 


1 learned from the lady” 1 have 
tioned as my neighbour, had, 1 5 Si 


the continuance of, het 5 outh, Weg 


with Mr. Merton in anot capacity ; 
nor had her office quite c calcd till 
married me: But as. her, bloom "Was 
. paſt, eee had im paired her 
beauty, and poſſeſſion had long ren- 
dered Mr. — tired of her. He 
informed her, that the could no longer 

er ve him in the fame character; but, 
as a reward, he conſtituted her houſe- 


keeper. 1 


* 
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As this woman locked on me as 
the cauſe of her being degraded Into 
a ſeryant, and an _interl6per / on her 
I» rights, it is no wonder ſhe hated me; 
and ſhe ſoon. made me ſenſible of it 
by her inſolence; which was ſo great, 
chat I had feveral, times expreſſed to 
Mr. my inclinatich to * 


— wall 
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ned Roe x KD 
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lence, ur 


- why T/ſhould not be expoſed to her 
e But as Mr. Merton 's temper 


and to tell me plainiy, that ſhe ſhould 
not be turned away; that the houſe- 
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7 3 
with her; thinkjng'i it a nec 
of com Plailanoe to him, as ſhe 
been his Hey before! ſhe was mine 
At gelt, be Herod ls to ty 
her longer; telling me, good ſervants 
would take upon 8 But I could 


not perceive her ſueh; for I ſaw the 
Was extravagant, waſteful, and idle; 


and at each freſh/inftance/of her inſo- 
ed her other faults; avreaſfotis 


grew worſe, he began to receive ſuch 
complaints with much il humour, 


keeper was as- much his ſervant as 


mine; and he Would not hr 162,00 


one by wy peeveriencts... 
As this woman knew by bed in- 


| welt {te kept her place, and faw 


therein a ſatficient pioof of the little 
power had, ſhe loſt all reſpect, and 


\ dehaved | to. A wirh continu: at: 
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In this ſituation I ner not ont 


return home; could the ,C 
By offef me A/ Nen 5 fbr k £ 
8 almeft a8 Twyetched" as myſelf: we 


41h he could offer” ts 
me From the briital aff wit my 3 
Waffd Was, chat I Holt 
Bur f could net ine do gd 
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melt, as. much, as, poffible, 1 1 
yr 8? 17 po a ſoon 
J left the 


and canld nat 


W nme; en d ee. 
ceived wich ſuch an ait of rage and 


1955 chat I wasreally hfrid for wy: Wiſe. j 
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dune Thad ade viſits) 
were. in the 
— [#00m 9 Buy ſome uo 
. wasnecellaryt aacdunt for my time,. 
and for my paſſing by the Captal s 
As I Was ſo poorly 8 with an 
1aqabogy, ib vu nn part of my misfor- 
o tune that Mr. Merton youll not give 
*- melaw opportunity. And el, 
d H $44 a5 4 
1 deſcended 1 to every * 
mous appellative; and I was forbid! to 


£5 in his * into. the 
* * cuſtody 


bthig 
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Smmand Was bunch | 
0905 7 gh I was 1 57 dragged to 
the: Artie garret in the howle, 1. 
flank with. "Alc and damp; In that 
conſiſtad my ſole conſhlations/for my 
jailor did not chuſe to ſtay in ſo noi- 
Tome à place; thereſore I Was delwer- 
her ipſolts: Bat he was re- 
I fhould; receives as, little relict 
op olbble; from: ber ablace 3, ſpr ſhe 
7 the cangis with het, leaving me 
in the Widſt Sfcall this dirt tiny 
ligh 10 gabi eee e 0 
ave mony cad .. 
" hag. hat ſpap gib th ga; fepling 
I i for a that, but ſunk upon the. 
ground; and there * — 5E 
to daſpair, remorſe, and reſentment. 
till the morning Nen me to 
riſe from the Ich wick Which I was. 
encompaſſed, and turned ſome of my; 
thoughts to the Ioathſomeneſs of the 
4 N e I was confined- I ſoon 
HH perceiced 
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uſy tote, linde no ſuch pi OG: . 
ſeemed uo be Woch n ary. 

She told mn. 1 night to very wit With 


ome time longer: Some mor- 
= was proper after too much in- 
H 5 dulgence, 


iow 


(fbr af chelr, 
ants thipht 86 
2 Natit Auſt e 100. 
Sb ofivertd; © chat if T had'becn'ts' 

«<aice- ih my behaviour! às abotit my 
„ en, I ſhould never have been 
ce there. Fho' the reproach was in- 
ſalentifrath her, yet it wi juſt j my 
_ confaittice aſſented, and I was (ents: | 
-JaAGINIHS; © 3 796 110910; 23189q” BAL 
In chis way the day paſſed j and it 
is ſearcely poſſible to imagine a greater 
aguny of deſpair than I was in. TO 
Wards the evening J heard a footſtep 
at anda ruſtling: The odd 
nealbf the noiſe made me look round? 
andikfaw: a was puſhed under 
the dr, 1: made all the haſte to 
ſnatch it that I was able; and as off 
opene perceived it was Captain' 
vs y would hardly 
ra irectly; and when” 
I the fear of being caught i 
the pbruſaſ and that my confuſion in 
bebe i Huld cauſe ſuſpicion,” and 
atm 9 (for my 
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| [i 7:8 1 
pochets had | yndeigone;-one'. before;}- 
les to the ſatisfaction of my perſe- 
cutor than te my n), agitated me o 
much, that J was with difficultyable to- 
„ eee e 25 
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-, Captain Taenbams 155 ws in- FY 
that hi had net been able to reſt all 
the paſt night, from his apprehen- | 
frons for me; which were greatly in- 
creaſed, by neither Mr. Merton nor 
myſelf having made our appearance. 
in che morning. He was afraid of 
coming to our lodging to make any 
inquiry; and could not bear to return 

to his own, as he had there little 
. of getting any information}. 
noon a rumour began to be 
fpread, that Mr. Merton had diſcover- 
ed a criminal corel] e between 
him and me, and had confined me to 


my room, till he determined what 


further was to be done. He had ob- 
ſerved a whiſper run round the rom. 


ond — Wow __ „ — 
an 
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| [Ins 
andi friend pave Rim chat aceomnt ot 
the'beeafion of in Thibp he vontina· 
ed increaſed? hiz-appretienfionsr He: 


var a9 ey fg-rapry ber urs a 


firtoeſeRs vf Mr. Merton's rage; butt 
tho tiixmaſtante was ſo ſhort df proοf 
orange thüng eritnihalj that He did: not 
iklagine it pollihle fer him tonbe 
of many laſfingoutrags in conie- 
queties of it; but to be tie better = 
fured of all. particulars he went home, 
and eſent his fobtman to our lodging 

td inquite vf our ſervants the occaſon 
ofi:ſome ſtrange reports which were 
tprtadl About me. He waitedbin- his 
entifor his may's: retatn,/.who 
brought him a full detail of all that 
had paſſed; which by no means loſt 
in thoomperitiong-:the ſatvants being 
diſpoſed in my favour, having-always 
found me better tempered/>than heir 
maſter. or his houſelceeperꝰ M 92-412 
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zudrhe captain 


added, that the account 
| ty wath » winch hal 
8 ä 


nad mannens 


from thence, to prevent our being diſe 
done at Tunbridge, we ſhould be too 
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been) rtveatad; Al difkrafted binbus 


andcipohe moſt c tandeni nd hpRanturi: 
heſerched.i ra 401 ſuffet 
hirmetiidelivei : me: ffn AH h%fñnde 
tytnmy Which hopropoked zones hy- 
fring a high ladder thi my ,Aäu N 
the night hut one aſter: I received i this: 
letter D He ſaid he thad : vie vad it. and 


found it prncticxble de . 3 
coe up i ende — 


emb 

ſteps, and a,poſt-chaiſe ready: to 
— — to London. He pro- 
e till the time men- 
noned,); that he might get a cchaiſe 


eovered immediately; for if we hired 


eaſily traced. . 8 2 14gubiC. 
Rol StB M7 ads ART Belle 1: had ban 
That 1 £0 


prevailed on one of Mr. Merton's 

vants to deliver this letter; * 
there was no fneans of anſwering it, he 
informed me he ſhould proceed in the 
—F mentioned to me. without 


and truſted, that if I had ay 
value 
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| \\ value'for my life or his, I ſhould not 
| bo backwatd in complying with his... 
propoſal; for my reputation was as: 
much loſt as 1 11 I had taken the meſt 

ublie ta deſtrey it. Eve ten 
| vo — ch ne — 
oould afford me the leaſt conſulation, 
was added to the letter; and 1 * 
fels it barten, a great cordial to me 


g #, 3 


Mie 


»/Thioulitnces of his be his hopes 
of 'a'deliverance from what 1 ſuffered, 
and the ſtrength of my own paſſich, 4 
left me no ſeruples abeut complyiſg 
with his —— 2 rene the time 
appeared too diſtant} yet expectation 
- gave me ſoch a recruit f N as” 

ten me to n it. n 
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Mee Yu now was; that my 
jailor ſhould relent, and place me 
in a more comfortable room; as it 
ſeemed ſcarcely poſſible that ſhe ſhould 
leave me hive nights without the 
power of going to bed, or even of 


putting myſelf” into an eaſy poſture : 


But my apprehenſions were vain; her 
malice Ae wry its full force, and her 


inſults continued: Nor did I then en- 
deavour to pacify her; but received 
her, when ſhe entered, either with ſul- 
leneſs or reſentment, leſt her anger 


ſhould flag. | —_ 
* C d 
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I could indeed have : wiſhed: ihe 
wn have granted mea canule that. 
might ealizen-therteitions dength aof 
Eg withsthe yy gre 
Tyrabam's, Jars: ta 48-2I/ſtiould 


have, en joyed it with mote gion 


Card — the apprehenſions of nher 
coming into the room: But herein IL. 
cguld not prevail; { had nothingibut 


my... pagination e 


le me. 201120 505 20 
Mon of 204. 1-,0990 boca 

This enabled. me.to ſapport-life till 
the appointed night. came: I longed 


to ſhed poppies over all the family, to 


ſend them early to their — was 
impatient at their up ſo long. 


But when 1 had my wiſh, and the 


houſe; ſecmedd as quiet as the grave, in 
ſtead of the joy I expected i feel an 
——.— was full of tremors: 


I; tremblod if my own gown ruſtled j 
the ſträkiag of a clock alarmed: me; 


and if a dg barked, 1 fell into ago-+ 
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»M ation 
—— — Tho- 


oontinnallys not knowing w 

did either; hut after — — — 
unc irc anxious àgitation 
- mp mind appeared an age, in one” 
of the periods that the windo were 

** open, I _ a little noiſe, 

e vo 
hag res my:name.” re *y, 


* uns! r 1 EE 


"Tho bear 


me aut of hay! prifon;”t 


ld: get was not quite long 


enough; 5 — he had found ſome brgu-: 


1 places in the wall, which giving a 


ladder, which afforded him firmer 
footing; and it Was net eee 


1162] 
eſt to his feat, had ſupplied that de- 
? hoped he thould:con- 


ficiency, and he 


vey — WITS x:b 


Net: 55 De ! 
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This particular. was very dreadful. 


to me, hq had looked with hangt on 


tbe great height I had to deſcends from 


the time I firſt received Captain Turn- 


ham's letter; But he allowed me little, 
time for reflection; catching me up in, 
his arms, and lifting me owt ef the 
window, ready to expire with fright. 
The ſecond ſtep — revived 


me, by 1 Now we are ſafe 


enough”, He had then reached the 


7 ” 


ds were e 


11 buxigd! me to the chai, while 
his men carried the ladder away; and 
I had now recovered the power of 
ſpeech; and, according ta a deſign I 
had framed, begged: he would let his 


| das Wale: e tout e cho 


thought 


he. + "7. F 
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1163.1 
thought proper, aud that he would 
remain at, Tunbridge a few days 
longer, to remove in ſome degree the 
ſuſpicion from himſelf; and to contrive 


to have it given out, that I had made 


wp eſcape in the night, only in order 
to fly from the brutal uſage I had re- 
clit: and without 1 "male- com- 


F in my flight. 


0 * 


tain Tumham Was not well 10 
dined to comply with my requeſt;, 


but as it was much the moſt; prudent. 


proceeding, I prevailed upon him to; 
grant it, and was N under the Care 


7 his fetvant. 

| | We travelled with great expedition; 
and;. tho' the night was extremely 
dark, arrived in London ſoon — 


break of day. According to the Cap- 


tain's direction, I was placed in a con- 


venient lodging in the city; the bu- 


| ſieſt place being judged the fitteſt for 
concealment. Idleneſs renders peop! 


| curidus: Thoſe who have little bu- 
"IEG ſinefs 


8 


ed chree days and nig ts in the fam 


* 

10 «themſelves empl imploy 5 thelt e ime in 
obſerving others; düd a vatant mind, 
empty of ideas, is always ſearching 
abroad for thin foreign to itſelf, to 
fl" the woick; White the fons of care 
atid induſtty,” and votaries of riches, 
are too god Economiſts, even of their 
thoughts, to rhrow them away where 


they can hope for n hg return of profits 


They are 10 1 uſed t traffic, that they 
look on their attention as one of her 
comimodities, which ſhould not be 0 


pended without conſiderable adyan⸗ 


tage. | 
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I had Date to WORN a panes of 
my "ſituation was well made. The 
people, wich whom T le „ beheld 
me in N than as one Whg | 
y them a ſtipulated ſum 
kT} and if they faw no realon to 

doubt my beer, 3 elle 1 
me could merit their attention. 
came indeed at an unuſual hour; 35 - Was 
very fine, and very dirty; having pal 
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or the breftellme nt of cl 
ie 7 19959 fortunately had eech 
ee to purchaſe. K: 2 e ys 
Ws obliged to, a 8 
fo "Which. br mult. [kl 
with # myſelf, if the. bor equences had 
5 13 it Wo: iT hath given my maid 
a Van I or thirty. » it, 
converted into 5 2 bo, 
ing ſucceeded, ſhe gave it me juſt as I 
ſtepped out of the door. 1. . 
going to Captain Turnham's lodgings 
a proceeding which I was ſenſible w 
ſo wrong, that I. could never 5 
without, g feat flutter of hs us p 
os hiny, I put it looks into my) 
; baving only juſt Lhe 
| uf 3 it ito my little.pocket, within 
my. large ane, Vie e ly. —— 
ſauff-box, . When then 


far: AA me, te e eek 


eib 
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and pura, and hate yer elſe ſhe liked, 
eſteeming it a lawful capture; but 
| happily this little ſcrap, of paper re- 
mained unfelt, and ſo became no part 

| of the prize. | 


This was 4 gest reſource to me; 
for tho' the Captain had ordered his 
ſervant to provide me with every ching 

1 wanted, yet it would have been 
painful to me to have made ſuch im- 
mediate uſe of that liberty, as I knew 
his circumſtances were but narrow. 


24 purchaſed change of inch, and 

a gown Jeſs rich and gaudy, ready 

made; and tho''I ſtill was in a ſitua- 

tion which would a week before have 

appeared dreadful to me; yet, when 

compared to the miſery I had ſuffered 

the three preceding days, it ſeemed 

_ - tolerable, and 1 ſoon became able to 

take food and reſt; for I ſtood in great 
want of hs refreſhment, hs 
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The next day brought me 4 letter 
from Captain Turnham, filled with 
expreſſions of his impatience to come 


to mie; but yet he acknowleged my 


commands were prudent. He in- 


formed me, that knowing me in ſafe- 


ty, free from my brutal tyrants, gave 
Kim ſpirits enough to be one of the 
earlieſt abroad; and, with a compo- 
ſure, and caſe of countenance and 


manner, which 'affifted the deception 


we intended, he applied to the ſer- 
vant he had before bribed; to know 


what paſſed in Mr. Merton's family; 
and from him learnt, that my eſcape 
vas not diſcovered till near ten o'clock 
the next morning, the houſekeeper 


not finding leiſure to go before into 

the room. YY 
Upon ſeeing the window open, and 

her priſoner miſffing, ſhe raiſed à great 


' clamour, which brought up Mr. Mer- 
ton: Then all the ſervants were called 


and examined ; but no one being able 


to give any account of an event they 


0g all 


all rejoiced in, it was immediately de. | 
_ termined | was run away with Cap. | 
tain Turnham. This news was ſoon 4 
brought to the walks by a Lady, who 
had received it from her ſervant. The 
ſact was denied by the perſon to 
whom ſhe related it, and who aſſured ' 
her ſhe had but juſt left the Captain in : 
the public room. 


Upon this, many confuſed ſtorics © : 

were raiſed; in none of which there 
Was any truth, except that I was gone. 

Mr. Merton went to the inns, but 

could not hear of any equipage or : 

| horſes: that had come there or gone | 
from thence that night. He ſent to 
Tunbridge town, with as little ſuc- 

fy Yoo oe 


- Intirely at a-loſs what to think, he 
carried proper officers, when the Cap- 
tain was abroad, and ſearched his 
' lodgings. After having thus perſuad- 
ed himſelf that I could not be gone 
from that place, he fanſied 1 had got 


no 


„ een 

no farther than my legs couidtꝭ carry 
me, and ſent his ſervants different 
ways, to ſearch all the roads and 
it poſſible 
for me to ſtray. The ſervants agreed 


Ol an alehouſe for their rendezvous „ | 


*where they ended their perquilition ; 
and. were drinking ſucceſs to my 


eſcape, while their maſter imagined 


they were aſſiduouſly endeavouring to 
trace it. The houſekeeper was the 
only one vvho did her office; ſne had 
alſo undertaken the ſearch, and -walk- 
ed more that day than ſhe had done 
or three years before. Animated by 
rage, ſhe went on till ſhe was ſo ſpen 
that ſhe was ſcarcely able to get home 
again, and remained very ill with her 
fatigue. 4 


Ihe reports ſhe gave of ber little 
ſucceſs, and the unavailing»labours of 
the reſt of the ſervants, which they 
ſet forth in ſtrong colours, having had 
ſuſſicient leiſure to ſettle! their: ſeveral 
marches, recommended themii nach 
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to their maſter's favour, but gave him 
Iktle ſatisfaction. He had no hope 
left, but that in a fe. days neceſſity 


muſt bring me out of oy conceal- 


ment. 


This ſearch aſter me was known to 
the whole place; and curioſity made 
all the company as eager to learn the 

event, as the perſon moſt concerned. 
There was net one who did not go to 
the back part of the houſe, though 
the road to it was very: rugged, to lee 
the window from whence I had made 
my: eſcape. Some of them, ſurpriſed 
that Captain Turnham had not had 
the curioſity to look at it, carried him 
to ſee what a ee it was. 


No one appeared ſo anxious as he: 
He had the. regard,” he faid, © of 
<< an old acquaintance and . 
for me, and was ſincerely 1 
in my fate; but ſhould: be very m 
* ſerable, if he thou ght the — 
4 * l received — bear any refer- 


© ence 
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„bee 
ence to him; which he thought im- 
e poſlible, as every one muſt ſee there 


« was no air of gallantry between us.” 


Many agreed with him; others were 
convinced that jealouſy could not be 
without ſome cauſe. Thus the whole 
place was engaged in diſputes, which 


they were not likely to determine, | 


Mr. Merton eaſily conceived the 
window was too high for me to get 
out of without a ladder He therefore 
went to every place where he ſuppoſed 
any were kept, to inquire if theirs 
had been uſed that night; but the 
Captain had bribed a man to get it 
out of his neighbour's yard; and leſt 
he ſhould have an opportunity of tell- 
ing, bought his abſence from the 
pes for a forty ight. 


When the Captain . Mr. Mer- 
ton had ſearched his lodging, he 
thought it not conſiſtent with his cha- 
racter to ſuffer ſuch an outrage pa- 
tiendy; therefore he went to Mr. Mer- 

bs ton, 


L. 1925] 
on, and inquired what reaſon he had 
for ſuch inſolence. Mr. Merton was 
00 wiſe to chuſe to venture his life, 
for which he had no ſmall regard, be- 
Cauſe he had loſt a wife he did net 
love; and, with due meekneſs and ci- 
zvility, begged his pardon, if he had 
done what was not proper: But de- 
ſired him to conſider his caſe deſerved 
Jome allowance; for- few. men could 
hear to- have a wife run away, without 


being turned a little beyond the bounds 
of reaſon and good manners. 


cc. Very likel y;” re plied the Captain; 
A but why was I to be the perſon an 
<<. hom this was to fall?” Ar. Mer. 


ton then tald him, that he thought he 


- had- juſt poo to ſuſpe& a criminal 


| correſ pondence between me and him, 


and mentioned the cauſe of his ſuſpi- 
Gon. ff 


5 Abe Captain acknowleged the fa, 


and accounted for it, 'by © having-met 
. me in a viſit, from whence be of. 


fered 


yn © 


* [173] TE 
i fered to wait on me to the public 
% room; but in my way I fell down, 
e and hurt my ankle fo much, that: 
« I could not immediately walk; and 
« being near his lodgings, he helped 
«© me in there, and left me to rub it 
« with lavendar water, which I had 
in my pocket, till I was ſufficiently 
« relieved to be able to proceed: That 
« he would have ſent for a chair for 


«me; but it dars ung a ſtep to the 
« walks, I choſe, with leaning on 
him, to go there on foot.” 


Mr. Merton did not think the Cap- 
tain's word a ſufficient confutation of 
his ſuſpicions; but judged it more 
pfoper to appear ſatisfied, than to re- 
ſent: The extreme buſtle that aroſe 
from this incident had confounded the 
fact; every body ſuppoſing the action 
muſt be very flagrant, which was fol- 
lowed by ſuch conſequences. Thus 
the truth was dropped, and the vari- 
ous reports were ſo contradictory, that 
at laſt it became doubtful whether 

I 3 tiere 


mal 
there was any foundation for all that 
had been one nant me. Every 


man acquitted me in his own opinion; 
for each knowing me to have been re- 
ſerved to him, thought it impoſſible I 
ſhould not be ſo to all; for whoſe 
charms could be ſuperior? 
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Kepentance is but want of power to ſin. 
DRYDEN. 


"HO' I conkd. no longer pretend to 
virtue, I was not ſo loſt to ſname, 

but that I wiſhed to preſerve what re- 
putation I had remaining: It could 
be but little; for every ſpot on a wo- 
man's fame is indelible. But there is 
a great difference in the ſituation of 


one whoſe character is ambiguous, and 


of her who has put it beyond all 
doubt. 


I flattered myſels, 1 that if my parents 
would eſpouſe my cauſe, I might till 


be preſerved from infamy, and obtain 


a ſeparate maintenance: Which, how- 


ever ſmall, would haye contented me. 
| I 4 As 


[196] 
As ſobn therefore, as reſt had'ſuf- 
ficiently refreſhed me, I wrote my fa- 
ther an account of the whole of Mr. 


5 Metton's treatment of me, and of his 
coutragebus jealouſy of Captain Turn- 


ham, ſo highly and ſo ſuddenly conceiv- 
omitting no circumſtance which 


ed; 
I hoped aeg plead in my favour; 


intreating his countenance and inter- 
ceſfion towards procuring a ſeparation, 


which would not brand me with infa- 
my, and bring ſhame on my family, 

as well as ruin on. myſelf. I defired 
him to direct his letter to one who 
was. a friend of Captain Turnham's 


ſervant, from whence he could fetch 


it; for I was not ſure enough of ſuc- 
ceſs, to traſt my father with the know 
5 lege of my abode.. | 


Captain Turnham ended Bode 


a week at Tunbridge; from whence 
I heard from him regularly; and 
found; that as every day rendered the 


ediit/adictions* and abſurdities in the 


ſtotzes —_ to me more palpable, 


* 
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it was ſtill poſſible that I might be ac- | 
quitted baths generality of the world. 


This made me very impatient for my 
father's anſwer, on which it intirely 


depended; for without Mr. Merton 
could be brought to conſent to a ſepa- 
ration, and ſome allowance, I could 
not venture to ſhew myſelf to any one; 
buy ca tral. in corners Wks; A Ki- 


cleaped. | 


© had ſtrongly 3 to my 
father the dreadful conſequences of 

his refuſal; and hoped. the honour. of 
his family, if no other conſideration - 

availed, —. obtain his concurrence: 
But > wa his anſwer came, 1 found 1 
was miſtaken. He wrote me word, 
that had Mr. Merton been jealous | 
e of any other man than Captain 
« Turnham, he would not haye. 6 P 
** termined againſt me without ex 
« amining the caſe; but the Know 
2 < kege he had. 7 my rolent, Fan 
1 | « for 


L 78 
et. for bim; and his having followed 
*© me to Tunbridge, tcgecber with my 
« averſion to my huſband, convinced 
him ſo fully of my guilt, that no 
ee other proof was wanting: That 
the honour of the family, for which 
I pleaded, forbad his Thewing any 
« countenance to her who would dif- 
e grace it; and that on that account, 
as well as for a neceſſary exam le 
© to the reſt of his children, he dif. 


cc claimed me for ever.” 


1 


This letter ſhocked me ; beyvkid de- 
ſcription. I valued my reputation high- 
ly, and now ſaw it loſt for ever. I 
was become the outcaſt of the world; 
Captain Turnham alone was willing 
to receive me; but I dreaded a depen- 
_ dence on a man whoſe eſteem could 
not equal his love; and how ſoon 
might general contempt extinguiſh his 
pan All this I faw JR i was 
* 2 8 
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In the bitterneſs of my ſoul I an- 


Hyered my father 8 letter and repre- 
kented to him, with all the anguiſh 


that I felt it, how he had totally ef- 
fected my ruin, firſt by ſacrificing me 
forcibly to a wretch 1 hated, and muſt 


 . deſpiſe; and then by refuſing me a 


protection, which might have made 


me ſome recompence for his paſt cru- 


elty, I then repreſented the inevitable 


infamy to which he conſigned me; I 


laid my vice and ſhame to his charge, 
and preſſed it home upon his con- 
ſeience. Ptese 


I had juſt diſburthened my heart of 
ſome of its anguiſh, when Captain 
Turnham arrived, and revived me ſo 
much by his preſence, that I almoſt 
forgot my forrows, I had now given 
up all hopes of aſſiſtance from my 
family, and conſequently of preſerv- 
ing my reputation; therefore endea- 
voured, as far as I was able, to baniſh 
all thoughts of it ; and my lover, 'in 
order to contribute to my eaſe of mind, 

16 | aſſiſted 


Lab} 
aſſiſted me in this attempt; whereby 


all the principle I had left was totally 
overthrown. While we keep a regard 
for the opinion of others, we have 
ſome remains of virtue; but ſhe, who 
conſigns herſelf over not only to vice, 
but to ſhame, never fails of become- 
ing abandoned: She is reduced to it 
in her own defence; for by no other 
means can ſhe obtain a moment's caſe 
of mind, if that indolence of temper, 
which is the beſt ſtate ſuch an, one 
can arriye. at, can be called by the 
name of eaſe. When every virtuous 
principle we have reproaches us, we 
are apt to employ all endeavours to 
extirpate them; and to deliver our- 
| mn from the pain 225 guilt inflicts, 
by becoming more guilty. We fan; 

| her 1 leſs . to loſe pi 
ſenſe of virtue, than to learn the prac- 
tice of it: A great and fatal error 
For we can never intirely ſear our con- 
ſciences; and there are times when 
the moſt hardened ſeverely ſuffer 1 
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all the pleaſures. their crimes have 


J experienced this truth in its full 
force. Tho Captain Turnham's paſ- 
ſion for me was unabated, and I loved 
him to diſtraction, yet I was not hap- 
py.- But as few poop can bear the 
melancholy of others, I concealed it 
as much as poſſible from him; and 


endeavoured to pleaſe him, by a chear- 


fulneſs which was often a ſtranger to 
my heart. As his income was ſmall, 
I knew I muſt be a heavy burden on 
his purſe; and found I was likely to 
become ſtill more ſo. I therefore ap- 

plied myſelf as much as poſſible to 
aconomy, as ſome relief to my pride, 


which ſuffered at the thought of being 


4 4 » - ® ©. & * L 
maintained at his expence. 
[4 i, 14 * po # ; | 4 » " | . 4 


We had lived together above half 
a year, without Mr. Merton's having 
been able to find out where we-were, 
when Captain Turnham was ordered 
to quarters at Reading. This was a 
. r 


| (1821. 
melancholy circumſtance to. us, tho' 
no more than we had reaſon to expect 
ſooner. It affected us doubly: The 
expence of living ſeparate was more 
than could eaſily be afforded by the 
Captain's income; and we ſtill loved 
too well to bear to be af under, ef] peci- 
ally when my ſituation rendered it 
more grievous, being then big with 
child; but it was too dangerous for 
me to venture to his quarters, as I 
might there be ſo eaſily found out. | 


We were obl ined then to part, Hi 
with the utmoſt regret; and as he was 
not able to get leave of abſence. for 
more than a day at a time, while I 
could travel, we uſed to moet half- 

way ; and, after the conſolation of a 
| few hours of each other's company, 
returned to our reſpective homes. 
This was | an, expenſive indulgence z 3 
but When ſeeing each other was in 


_ 4 e Was * — 
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"When I lay-in, Captain Turnam 

reſſed for leave of abſence with ſuch 
importunity, that he obtained permiſ- 
ſion for a whole week; durin which 
his company enabled me to 
ficknefs' with more content than health, | 
could give me in his abſence. ' He 
made me another viſit before my con- 
finement was over ; which, tho' but 
for a day, was a great cordial to wy 
ſpirits. | 

The child I inet into thi — 
was a boy, and my only pleaſure in 
his father's abſence, who ſeemed to 
look on him as an additional tie of af- 
fection to me. But he promiſed me 
much care and anxiety, being a weak- 
ly child. | 


When 1 had 1 ET 
hing A, the Captain being taken 1 
tho of but a ſlight fever, intimated a 
great defire to ſee me; upon which I 
went to Reading directly, and after 
ſtaying a week there, left him _ 
we 


11841 . 
well; and we engaged to continue the 
practice of meeting half-way: In 
which ſhort journeys J flattered myſelf 
our little boy might ſafely accompany 
me, as the ſight of him would be an 
additional pleaſure to his father. 
I returned in the ſtage- coach; 
wherein. all my fellow —— — were 
women, . My heart had. been heavy 
at n with Captain Turnham; 
but as 1 drew nearer; London, the ex- 
pectation of ſeeing my little boy af- 
forded me conſolation, tho the thought 
of his fickly frame mixed a little anxi- 
ety with it, not being free from fears 
when I had laſt heard of him. 


When we were within two miles of 
London, the coach was ſtopped. by 
W Ine, who 125 Pp to. oh: * 
prepared for being ro ; and part 
* company _ exceſſively frighted : 
My purſe was near empty; and my 
apprehenfions were 


all, till I per- 
_ ceived, 


— 


1851 
ceived, amon 8 thoſe I took for high- 
waymen, a ſervant» of Mr. Merton's. 
T his ſight threw me into the utmoſt. 
terror; and-it was immediately com- 
pleted by the approach of his coach; 
wherein I ſaw my huſband, and my 
bitter enemy his houſckeeper, 


The 3 was- er I 
the ſervants, whoſe countenances ex- 
more compaſſion” than ſuited 
their office, took hold of me to lift 
me out of the ſtage into Mr. Merton's. 
]. gave a loud fcream, and immedi- 
ately fell into fits. My companions, 
terrified with ſuch a ſcene, ſcreamed: 
tod, with ſuch unwearied cries, that 
they were. nat. over when I: came to 
myſelf, 


The Freie alarmed at the effect 
their attempt had on me, deſiſted; 
but as I recovered, I heard Mr. 'Mer- 
ton curſing them for minding a wo- 
man's = and e them to take 
me as was. They abeyed, and 1 


[ 186 J 

me into the ooch to him: On which 
my fits returned, and I was not ſenſible 
for many minutes at a time that day; 
which was therefore arp Wan, 
_ that ſucceeded-1 it. 7 


At nige uote at af Te ad | 
I Was put to bed directly. I found the 
houſekeeper was to lie in the room; 
but for the preſent ſne was content 
with locking me in, and went down- 
ſtairs, not chuſing ſo irkſame an em- 
ployment as attending me in my fits, 
nor concerning herſelf what en 
__ me in them... c | 


"3 a sibi of one more 3 
but am inclined to think that was all; 
for I burſt into a violent flood of tears, 
which relieved me; and my terrors 
were a little abated by finding myſelf 

©" Exceſſive terror; like eule pain, 
biings itſelf ſome relief, by depriving 


Wor a time of ſenſe. Tho' my fear 


e e 


1 LES. ak. a _ 


A 

was not ſo extreme, my miſery was 
now greater; ſince I had acquired the 
power of feeling it; by the recovery of 
my ſenfes. I had every thing to dread 
for myſelf from the hands into which 
I was fallen. When I conſidered the 
cruelty wherewith I had been treated 
on a bare ſuſpicion, what might I not 

& when my offence was great and 
palpable! But this was not my only 
affliction; I was torn from the man I. 
loved, Heaven knows! much better 
than myſelf: He would remain igno- 
rant of what was become of me; per- 
haps think that the woman who had 
broke ſacred vows for him, had now. 
violated thoſe ſolemn vows ſhe: had ſo 


often made to him, and left him for 


ſome new lover: Or, if his heart 


till did me juſtice; he would not be 


able to deliver me from this new 
flavery; for I could not doubt but en- 
tire care would be taken for the future 


to prevent a poſſibility of eſcape. 
11037 887 9 4 N : 
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My. 
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My child was another addition to- 
my misfortunes: He wanted the ten- 
der care of a mother, to watch his- 
infant weakneſs. I feared no one 
would- well ſupply this place, now I 
was torn from him; nor knew I how: 
to ſupport life in an entire ignorance of. 


his exiſtence, which hung by ſo weak 
_athread-.- 


How miſerable-is that wretch, who 
in her misfortunes cannot pray to the 
only Being who has power to alleviate- 
her — — who, when the world 


appears armed againſt her, cannot have 
the conſolation of thinking ſhe has a 


friend in ſuperior manſions ! and need- 
not fear man; who can only kill her. 
bedy, when ſhe knows there is One 
who will preſerve her ſoul; and if ſhe 
is · thruſt with violence from this land 
of wretchedneſs, will receive her into 
everlaſting habitations, where the 
wicked ceaſe to trouble, and all- tears 
are wiped from the eyes 


How 


1 189 J 
"How far was I from this ſituation 
J had offended as. grievoully againſt 
-the laws of God, as againſt human 
inſtitutions; and if I conſidered him 
as a Being who beholds-the works of 
the children of men, J muſt ſee myſelf 
the object of his wrath. I had there- 
fore learned to think He regarded us 
but little; which had leſſened my ter- 
ors, but deprived me of all hope of 
_ from: Him. And what could I 
\ from a ſorrow, which would 
7 have been for my ſins, but for 
their conſequences: I could net give 
up the object of my affections; greater 
faith, and much divine grace, were re- 
quiſite to enable me to make ſuch a 
ſacrifice; therefore my thoughts · durſt 
not wander beyond this world, where 
my projet was moſt wretched, with- 
out a — of hope to chear 
me in t eary road of affliction that 
lay . me; and which I was 
.conſcious I deſerved from the perſon 
1 inflicted it. 
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CHAP. XIV... 


I have been in ſuch a Alma place, 
Where Joy ne'er . enters, which the ſun ne'er 


chears ; 
 _— in with th darkneſs, overſpread with damps ! 
Darpkx. 


M. 288 required: a pon deal of 
refreſhment after the wearifome 
day ſhe had paſt; which prevented her 
coming to bed very early, and gave 
me leiſure to weep myſelf almoſt into 
a. ſtate of ſtupefaction. This was the 
< © moſt deſirable condition I could be in. 
* My perſecutor looked into my cloſe- 
drawn bed-curtains, and vented ſome 
reproaches; but ſeeing me ſcarcely ſen- 
- fable, ſhe*would not throw away ſuch | 
-peetious words, and went to her reſt, . 


As day began to break, I fell into 
more lively terrors, fearing I ſhould 
/ 9 | again 


— 


[ 191} 
again be expoſed to fee, and be ſeen 
by, Mr. Merton; Which was the moſt 
dreadful circumſtance” imaginable to 
me, as it occaſioned both the greateſt 
apprehenſions and ſelf· reproaches. 


When my gaoler awaked, ſhe called 
f -to me to riſe. 1 was hardly able to 
obey her; ſo much was I ſpent with 
the violence of my fits the day before: 
But ſhe quickened-my feeble motions 
with the harſheſt expreſſions ;-and fear 
reſtored part of the ſtrength of which 
it had deprived me. After frequent 
efforts, ſhe found it was impoſſible for 
me to get down-ſtairs: without wy 
but not condeſcending to aſſiſt me, 
called two of the footmen, who ſup- 
6 ported me to the coach, and lifted me 
: into it; for the fear of feeing: Mr. þ 
4 Merton there, as I approached 7, de- i 
ki prived me entirely of the little _— 


[4 

1 had remaining. | vo of i 
) Surely all -mental ſufferings put to- 
] gether cannot 'make ſo great a ſum of 


miſery 


1 are by hut 
FD 


got. into 119 ji to me, 
41 


5 


Kae me 


reſt of our journey without him; but 
durſt not n e werk well 
n 7 "TIE 


T 1 had kom 8 ſed 0 to 
ſhame, yet, in the midſt of all my ap- 
2 rehenſions, I was not inſenſible of 
de 


ing myſelf a ſpectacle to every per- 
ſon in the inn, or belonging * 


They were all ſtanding in the to 
72 with ſuch Te of 8 
fity, as expreſſed too little compaſſion 
for a wretch, who, however blame- 
able, was now ſurely a melancholy 
hier, | 


Kation that we were to perform the 
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[71997 ] 
The filence I kept 


things. The charge 
not put in terms moſt likely to affect 
me; but I had ſufficient cauſe for 


tears, and wept without uttering a ſyl- 


lable the whole day ; great part of 


which ſhe paſſed in exerciſing on me 
her talent of abuſe: But ſſcep was 
ſometimes my friend; for tho' it 
would not cloſe my eyelids, it did 
her's, and ſtopped the almoſt . | 


motion of Dgr Wise 


1 was fo is Arat of PE Weit 1 | 
I did not * — whether we were tra- 


velling 'that which led to Mr. Mer- 
ton's ; wo but judged, by the diftance 


it was at from Lu that if we 
were bending our courſe that way, 


we muſt arrive there before night: On 
the contrary, as it grew dull, we en- 


. II. K tered 


was an example 
not followed by my —— 3 
ſhe ſoon began to deſcant on my wice. 
kedneſs, and on my ingratitude to one 
who had taken me without a farthing, 
and made me miſtreſs of ſo many fine 
againſt me was 
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But the anſwer AN > wh to heir 

me we were certainly not in the road 

to the place I moſt ed. ns git 
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My patter gueſſed the redo 57 

N 0 3 a git ter T thould 75 
more vexed at knowing the =o than 
1 was by m xity, ſhe fatisfied 
my ee Ke 8. got into the 
inn, by telling me, we were going 
<*< to an old houſe of Mr. Merton's; 
9 1-8 proper place to be turned into a 
„ priſon for ſuch a creature as I Was; 
but that indeed ſhe ſhould not ſtay in 
= Ach a doleful hole any lon hn | 
2 2 a proper A was found to 
take care and keep me in order, till 
hy: 5 had procured a divorce, and left 
me to ſtarve, or to lead ſuch e 
05 fal courſes as I had 1 8 9 1 


"1.2343 
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rits, Was the laſt article. Sunk as I Was 
in the world, 1 ſhuddered at the 
thought of being publicly branded 
with infamy b 6. 

the ſubject of all the ribaldry uſed on 


—"— "” > ec. WW 
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| C1951] 
be only part of; this information 


which was not ſome telief to my ſpi- 


law, and made 


fach- en : But this was at ſome 


diſtance; and to learn that I ſhould 
not be again expoſed to the fight. of 


Mr. Merton, nor long be the ſport of 


this woman's cruelty, was a preſent 


fatisfaction, and enabled me the better 


to perform the remainder of my 1225 
ney; which Wer the next Ak. 


"Yoke it was PAY we deſcehded. 2 


very ſteep hill; at the faot of it ſtood 


rather a ruin than a houſe, to which 


we drove. © Here,” faid my gaoler, 


% you may remain to old A. if the 
ee walls do not feleaſe you from your 
<« captivity by falling down, and 
6 knocking yeur: brains out. The 
alternative did not ſound very comfort- 
1 but life appcared at that time of 
8 too 


> 


leſs ruinous. 


[196 ] 

too little value, for me to view, with 
any great unedſineſs, the totteling 
building which was become my habi | 
tation In an happier ſtate it would 
have filled me with horrors; for half 
of it Was already fallen, and much of 
the reſt geen with props, which 
did not appear n to the ede 
they r ſuſtain⸗ en 
1 £11 0 „ 10 

Ihe in 0 
The wainſcot was rotted 
to pieces, and the wall, which appear- 
ed thro' the large holes decay had 
made in it, damp had covered with 
mould ſo thick, that each ſpot ſeemed 
a little wood; whereon- the ſpiders, 
having taken advantage of the con- 
venienco it offered, had ſpread number- 
leis webs. The floors were as decays 
ed ds theawainſcot, and ſo full of holes, 
chat ane; coold not walk but at th 
penliof one's mbs; and ig an) 
plates the/-grafs. had: grown up f& 
tolerable eee 
moſt — | 
290 a 7 The 


DN 565i WT: + 197: 21167. 31 (344, . QC? 
21 The, ground round the bouſe had 
Swen been -u madtz: but was now be- 
eome a bog, wherein large families of 
frogs had e abode, and kept 
| 3 croaking; which made 
a proper baſe to the pert chirp of the 
crickets; who inhabited the chimnies- 
To the muſic of theſe Was added the 
whooting of two owls, who lived in au 
old yew- tree, juſt under my window, 
and contended- with à neighbouring 
ſcreech- -I Which cent moſt con- 
dae webe ne mike oh 9 


All theſe ah, as __ deürous of 
enstand the ſtranger who was juſt 
come amongſt them, were particulatly 
ſonorous che feſt night; a c 
plete the Whole, the houſe-do | 
uſed, to be diſturbed by the bat bf of 
equipages and horſes, was put into 
ſuch agitation, that he could not re- 
compole his ſpirits, but howled with 
out: ceabng till W d ee 91 158 Ih 15 


51 


ould imagine, that a Jones, 
es Whole ſoul was ſo filled with 
inward : agony, Was incapable of being 
affected by outward” circumſtances ; 
ut I experienced the contrary ; "for 
theſe I have mentioned. turned grief 
into horror, and I could: ſearcely p re- 
ferve myſelf from diſtraction. Ts 


9 he inhabitants of this falling man- 

fön were an old ſteward and 15 wife, 
and their only child; a young Wornan = 
about nineteen years old; whoſe coun+ 


tenance exprefled the fimplicity of her 
country: breeding, added to that of her 

youth and i 57g ped and at the ſame 
nature, 


tne indicated & 
at if 1 have been 
allowed Re j migh Ai have 
171 * little 2 to my 


f 15 1 05 of this I had Mttle 


N 
$.87 Ther of 8 


1 1291 
came into the room but at the . 


ſary times of me fi | 
that I was. always. obliged. to. fit in 1 
dark till ſupper, and the evenings were 
then grown pretty long, as it was in the 
| of November. Nor was I 
better provided with fire; for tho I 
had little to do but to take care. of . it, 
yet it was with great difficulty I could * 
keep it in; for ſhe would not let any 
coals. be left in the room, nor any to 
be brought me but at the time I-baye 
mentioned. Depreſſion of ſpirits 
makes one cold, and the waa 19. 
{ for the. time of 3 10 that 
— — perithed : And the damp- 
neſs f my room. gave me a very vio- 
lent; cold, which: I could . t 
a n while I was there. 


pr NV — 5 7 * * bog 
before I Canes. bas the e whic 


- 


Lv 
deed; the crevices round the whole; 
om were numerous; foomall which 
Þ xeceived moſt refreſhing broezes i 
gi ya 28-200; garyh 10 agb 2: 
Great, endeavours were uſed to gen- 
der my food a means of mortification; 
for the little that was giutn. me was of 
the very worſt ſort, and 
| Arey hich {diſturbed me mott; for 
as L had no appetite, it was very diffi- 
nene to cat A Wl AA me 
alive. 32! 30 A it i: 20 
Due any Vera 41; mommy: 
But none of theſe rt circum- 
ſtances, nor my tattered bed, which 
did not defend me from the air, nor 
the. frather bed, which by damp was 
all clotted into great lumps, as hard as 
ſo many tennis-balls, and made my 
whole: body ſore and almoſt black and 
blue nor a thouſand other things, 
which would have appeared grievous 
to a mind at caſe,” gave me any pain, 
in ariſon of my anxious deſire to 
ſee QGaptain Turnham and 2x — 
or at eaſt w Eo hou they 


vi + VINE — 1 


L 
tivulirly the latter, ola: 
in the ſhort periods of ſlecp I could 
obtain repteſentꝭd continually to md 


as dead or dying; nor was my ima 3 
e when awake; (open A 
eee * en ie prone tft Nen 19 
+ Perhaps, had 1 betet o 
take either air or exerciſe, or had an 
indulgence been allowed me which 
could have proved of a little ſervice to 
my health, or relief to my mind, 1 
might have been better able to bear 
my ſorrows; but every thing round 
me was as diſmal as my own thoughts; 
and what refreſhment could 1 expect: 
from ſleep, when my lullaby- was a 
ſerenade of all the animals I ene 
tioned. 11 


. 
3) ” 141 


NY deſpair! 1 to fackda/ 
pitcby| that 1 was in continual fear of 
loſing my ſenſes. I was almoſt blinds 
with crying and want of lep; and! 
both my health and. . n kt 
ſo,affected, that I had fdaſon to hope 
1 e long hold out 8 fo 5 

N K. 5 ſeve. e 
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= a f dying without a friend 
to cloſe NT ng nn whoſe. 
com paſſion would endeavour to relieve 
my agonies, or whoſe affection would 
abate the ſenſe of pain; and if I con- 
jean death as a paſſage into another 
orld, the reflexion was Rill * 
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65 e polted 40 ſo fal, 1. 
he feat was. greater than his haſte, - 18 


For Fear, tho flevter than A th 
en 34 3 


N this var I cmd 7 — 
three weeks, without any alteration, 
except an increaſe: of ill humour in 


my gaoler, who became every day 


more weary of her e Even 
the gratification of her ſpite and cruel 
ty could not recompenſe her for tho 


dull neſs of the place. She had indeed 
provided as well as ſhe could for her- 
ſel The ſteward had repaired the 

corner of the houſe which he inhabits 
ed; and the-got'a room in that part; 


- indulged: herſelf in a very . plentiful 


K 6 table, 


| might eſteem Mr. Merton and 1; one, 


little title to t the whole ſum of fury, 


LNA 
table, and in- Every gratification the 
place could allow her: But ſtill itwas, 
too wretched a ſpot to be rendered to- 


ale. by the, brighteſt eam imen- 
tion. b cd 15 gre. 1 
3: 47 A246) aN 38 88 
1 E what ſhe ſaid; that Met. 
Mexjo had promiſed to velieve her 
from het ꝑoſt before that time, by ſend- 
ing ſome other perſon to: take care of 
me:; But whether he had not been 
able to ſind a fit ſucceſſor (no eaſy 
taſk, I am ſure), or Whether he was 
glad to get rid of us both at once, I 
cannot tell; but certain it is, ſhe re- 
ceived no intelligence of a ſubſtitute; 
which increaſed her ill- humour ſo 
much, that ſhe Was ſtilE more laviſn 
of her abuſe, and was more in the 
room with me for that purpoſe. The 
caſe was hard; for, however the law 


* 


no two people certainly were ever 
more divided in fact; therefore I had 


49 2 2 1g 40 1. * 3h A0 3 of 
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the thooghoneceflary NN * 


ente; and IL became better e 


26 
of which: we were then become pretty 
equal obſects-. * 1911 W938 1 99092 Belg 


n bein 20.03,3091 £ bollose iv O05 


Fretting, und the dampneſa of the 3 
PR at 155 proved my friends; for 
Ws eats was taken with a. feyer, 

hioh, as ſhe was never negligent in 

= of herſelf, confined; her to her.” 
room ſor ſome time. She tranſmitted 

the care of me to the ſteward's wife, 

who was a quiet woman, and often 


deputed her daughter to give me what | 


p 
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My ſituation now dogg to u * 
They were not only civil to me, dat 
much more attentive to my conveni- 


dated in every reſpect: But the girl, 

whoſe name was Sally, deſited me not 
to mention to Madam, that they did 
not ſtrictly follow her W as the” 
had commanded. them. Aeg 9 
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ein Turnham ſome aceount ef my 
ſituation, by Sally's aſſiſtanes: Ithere- 
fore took every occaſion of talking 
with her, and preſſod her to give me 
as much of her company as ſhe could. 

The good -· natured girl was ſo affected 
by the melancholy liſe I. led; and by 
finding me always crying, that ſho very 
readily eomplied. Her mother / ſoen 
began to he alarmed; fearing, by the 
bad aceount ſhe had had of me, that 
Fmight corrupt her daughter; but 
Sally affured her I muſt be. the beſt 
lady in the world; for ſhe never re- 
ceived ee ood advies from. Toy 
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ſo capable of a young perſon 
againſt the err errors into which youth 


and paſſion may lead . nee who 
has need all the diſtreſs which 
is the uſual conſequence. Whenever 
IJ had an opportunity, humanity led 
me to adviſe her to ſhum the rock on 
Which all my happineſs had been ſhip- 
A Wrecked; 
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wrecked ; ard one of the ſubjedts of 
my lectures was a mercenary mar 
az:I4ooked upon that as my firſt ſtop! 
to ruin, tho not rotary one. 

bluddo sd 8 asg «16113114775 2 
In purſuance ofthe desen Ehad-nb 
this young girl, I examined into what 
degree of dependence they had om 
Mr. Merton, and found it Was pretty 
conliderable; © All: they poſſefied: was: 
got in his ſervice; and t t not being 
N to what a ſteward's profits often 
are, they ſtill wiſhed erer of: 
ent, that they might 1 m 


their 
creuſe the little fortune they had gain 
ed. This did not encourage my 
hopes; but as it was the only flender 


twig I could catch hold of E:was hes 


wm exllly” to rain. r it. 

„1 When Shy bal 4 great cinicfityn 
to know my real hiſtory; which ge- 
neroſity of nature inęlined hen to think 
was more to me than my 


be er epreſented it. As I hoped 
| — From: her * 
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was not. unwilling. to ſatisfy Her. E 
could not pretend to conceal my guilt; 
but endeavoured, as much as poſſible, 

to ſuppreſs ſuch circumſtances. as were 
moſt atrocious. I did not attempt to 
defend my actions; but the heavy ſuf- 
ferings they had brought upon me, 

them excite more compaſſion 
2 cenſure. And the tears, Which 


and a ute every cir- 
cumſtance 1 PAGE A that I ſaw 
plainly her heart was not free. The 
tendereſt heart could not melt fo feel- 
ivgly for the pangs of a lover, if it 
bad not been rn 1 <0 
14 193, CN RD . 
* then — her in to give me an 
account of the Rate of her alfections; 
and, by being | -her. confidant, became 
a ſharer in them, I learned from her, 
that ſhe n inſenſible to the ad- 
dreſſes of a. young farmer, who lixed 
a miles off, but his — not. 
ing, 
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deing ſo 


the danger of Allappeintn 
womar's affections, when there Was 
no great impropriety in the indulgence 
of them: This my own misfortunes 
made a natural ſubject; and C 
therefdre do it without ſeeming to die- 
tate to her. I was ſo earneſt in the 
cauſe, that it would have been hard if 
my arguments had been quite unavail- 
ing. I had the fatisfaction of finding 
they made ſome impreſſion; and it 
ingratiated me ſo much with Sally, 

that I ventured to open my 


gast as he Hine ung mo. 


ther "bought The might e e „they 


made ſome tion to t er Hae 
_riage, the” *H6r"choiigh' to diſtouray 5 
ir Hopes: rn 
hos > 18 LB: <7 3 444 1 122 VII“. 247 735 
I took cee Kn ey ” of et- 


ting before the c Se Sal $ mother 
5 a young 


and I could 


intentions 
to her, which were no leſs than to get 


her lover to aſſiſt me in my eſcapt. 


The propoſal was bold; but I under- 


ſtood that my perſeocutor Was ſo near 
70 Al 101103 An 20g Ko recovered,” 
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Sally was Rartled:at, the thought of 


ſuch an attem pt: She knew her fa- 
ther's intereſt,, and was unwilling hey 
lover ſhquld incur his diſpleaſure. It 
Was difficult to obyviate her - » Ta 


which were too juſt: However, I could 
not 


eaſily relinquiſh; my hopes; and 
told her, that the diſtance be lived at 


would prevent his being ſuſpected; 
and ab i if he would bring a * 
of horſes, one for me, and another 
for himſelf, I was a good rider, and 
the nights were long enough to allow 
us time to get a great way from home 
before day-light. My room was on 
the ground floor; and I thought it 
"would not be impracticable to — 
the caſe of the caſements, which was 
extremely old; and by her account 
IT found there was only a common lock 
to the door of the yard into which 
mx window] 2 and it 
wbt eaſily take off. 
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My part could not be done wich- 
out a good deal of neiſe; for old as 
the window was, it would require a 
great deal of foree to break it: But the 
part of the houſe which was inhabited 
was ſo far from my room, that there 
was no great danger of being heard. 
To ſtrengthen the attack I made on 
Sally's humanity, I promiſed to give 
her lover ten guineas, if he would 
grant me the aſſiſtance I aſked. - This 
I had the power of performing; for 
Captain Turhham had paid me twenty 
pounds the night before I left him: 
and, for fear of being robbed of a 
ſum I could not conveniently ſpare, I 
ſowed it within the lining of my ſtays, 
where it remained till I had this means 


offered me of laying it obt for my lis 
berty. | * —— 1 „ 1 4 * A * 4 * 1 
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After many prayers and perſuaſions, 
J prevailed en Sally to write her lover 
the propofal I had made her; to inti- 
mate that ſhe was defirous-be ſhould 
comply; and to let him lunow: 3 
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be effefted:the next night," 1 00 If 
have the power bf making fothe E pro- 1128 
greſs in breaking down iy Window 

ebene the family went to reſt; which 
could not be done, if my gaoler Was 
able to come into my toom]; for ſhe 
examined ev late moſt eircum. 
ppectly before went te bed,. 
S GATE: en nei es 919 12 
Gally had a favourable anſwer to her 
letter: The young farmer conſented 
to an enterprize, which ſo well ſuited 
a lovet, and was agreeable to his mil- 
ren ene ee ot 
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I found the taſk I had undertaken 
was more difficult than I expected; old 
as the wall was, it made great reſiſ- 
tance; and T had no inſtrument but a 
poker. After having fatigued myſelf 
almoſt to death, I began to deſpair of 
fucceſs; and ſaw myſelf in danger of 
ſtill worſe treatment from the Ueo- 
very of my deſign. My y difappoint- 
ment was a ſufficient” affliction ; but 


1 n. was an additional diſtreſs, ande 
animated 


1 2131 
animated me to continue my attempt, 
tell J n my hands, and! 
was reduced. to fit down.in.an/agony'of! 
def Ps 2 9 Walt diſtracted me. 

+4 art 50 r bios 
But my new * aht-emant> having 
waited. ny, vow kai from ,whence he 
had taken the lock, till he began to 
fear there was ſome miſtake, came in- 
to the. yard, and paſt my window, 
which, wWas open enough for him to 
hear me uttering, part of my diſtreſs. 
Hereupon he endeavoured ta aſſiſt me; 
and ſo O fucceſefully, that he made a 
breach large — for me to get out 
of it, tho' not without den 3 
my. cloaths _ RW 


785 . 

When Nee. was onee | effected, we 
ſoon got on our horſes, and proceeded 
with the expedition of Who 
had every thing at ſtake. To abi 
diſcovery, we took a croſs road part 
of which was extremely bad hut ths” 
night was too dark for us to dee dans” 
ber, and N joy too great to ſuſfer _ 
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to fear any; and my guide. was uſed 
td all forts of roads. Our having taken 
this courſe made it lon «longer e We 
came to a town; and I was not in- 
clined to hire a chaiſe at the firſt we 
arrived at, as I thought, that, by avoid- 
ing to do ſo, I might eſcape my pur- 
ſuers knowlege ; for if they could 
hear nothing of me there, they would 
bay - Inquire. farther on the: ſame 


Thus I lengthened my ride, and in- 
— my fatigue ; ; bar: it had the ef- 
fect I deſired. When we got to the 
ſecond town, I gave my guide his re- 
ward, with a thouſand thanks, and! 
many kind meſſages to the good-  « 
natured Sally, whoſe love's ſucceſs 11 
heartily wifhed ; and made the young 

man promiſe to inform me of it, 
whenever their marriage was com- - 
leted. I have had the ſatisfaction off 
ing from him, that they attained “ 
their wiſhes, and were happy in the 
2 of each other, and the en- 


Joy ment 
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ment of eaſy circumſtances; both 
ich he attributed, in great- meaſure, 
to the money 
he then had particular occaſion for, to 


enable him to buy ſome ſtock that was 


offered him for leſg than half he ofual 
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digreſs a little from myſelf, as it is an 
incident which gave me more ſatis- 
faction than moſt things that nave be- 
fallen me. * ; 


Li 1 
* * 5 
2. 
0 2 þ LEY 
; 
_ * 
( 31 3441 a. 
* 
f 
em. 15 i 
= 
- 
O* ” 
= 
\ TT - 6 a 4 
4 { 1 1 4 <4 - 


Y % CT i % 144 
+12 30 2191. Dre 


J had given him; a ſum 


+509, 4007} ESTI 
> « bs. ff 2440 2 | 4 A = i hs 
= 


5:86 HAP. 


/ 

| 1 

= 

Il 

T7 
f l 


DP 


— 3 2 
— ir” * 
Luan 5 rs, 


ALICE A nd PN wü 


— a , — 
— — : -20* 21 - — 
APP 


— 
— — — 


” * 
2 , ” * * 
4 * 0 
F * - A N * . * 2 * * 
* a . * o 1 71 * I 7 "4 '& 4 hw 1 4A 
PR as * 
« 
k 1 1 
e LY 


Man is but man, inconſtant ſtill and various; 
There's no to-morrow in him like to day: 
Perhaps the atoms, rolling in his brain, 
Make him think honeſtly: this preſent hour; 


The next, aſwarm of baſe ungrateful thoughts 
May mount al oft. : co bngl 5. 
| - DRYDEN, 


HO” I was much tired with my 

1 ride, having been ſo long out of 

1 practice, yet I would not venture to 
allow myſelf any reſt till the night fol- 
lowing, by which time I was not half 

a day's journey from London. I was 
unwilling to ſtop when I had got with- 
in that | but was ſo exceſſively 
weary, that even the earneſtneſs of my | 


8 not enable me to go 
W444 
: The 
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The next day by noon I arrived in 
0 aden; and 1 going t to the houſe where 
dged; with a beating heart, 
fön i "Anxibus expectation of ſeeing 
my child, if it was alive, I was told 
that Captain, Turnham had ſent for it 
to Reading, and diſcharged the lodg- 
ing. I did not think it adviſcable to 
ſtay. in a place where I bad been ſo 
long, and probably might have been 


diſcovered. I took another lodging, 
and wrote directly to Captain Turn- 


ham to inform him of all that had 


happened to me, and of my impa- 


tience to ſee him and my child; yet 
intimated my fear of coming to Read- 
ing, where all my withes would carry 


me, leſt I might be as unfortunate in 


another viſit, as in the laſt, 


Captain Turnham, on receiving my 
letter, was ſo impatient to ſee me, that, 
without waiting for permiſſion, he or- 


dered his ſervant to give out that he 
was too ill to ſtir out of his room, and 


came poſt to London, where he Was 
Vor. II. L received 
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received by me with the ſincereſt joy; 
but his ſeemed greatly troubled, by 
obſerving me ſo emaciated and altered, 
as ſhocked him exceſſively. x. 


It was great pleaſure to me, to find 
the Captain really glad of my return : 


J feared the inconvenience of being 


incumbered with me might incline 


| him to wiſh to be quit of one, who 


could now have none of the charms 


of novelty. He was obliged to return 


to quarters the next day; but appoint- 
ed to meet me at our uſual place of 
rendezvous, where he would bring his 
boy, and deliver him up to me. 


This was performed; and IT had 
again the pleaſure of indulging a 
mother's fondneſs over my helpleſs in- 
fant, whoſe health was improved un- 
der his father's care, | 


Nothing new happened in our ſitu- 
ation, till I was again near lying-in of 
my third child; and then the regi- 

Ihe ment 
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ment Captain Turnham was in, re- 
ceived orders to march into the moſt 
northern part of Scotland, where quar- 
ters were appointed them. 


Mr. Merton had juſt brought his 
cauſe to a concluſton ; and a divorce. 
was decreed him, ſufficient proof be- 
ing brought of my having had a child 
after I left him : But Captain Turn- 
ham's prudent care prevented Mr. 
Merton's being able to bring witneſſes 
to accuſe him; and tho' no one doubt- 
ed of the perſon, yet the law could 
not charge him. I had made no de- 
fence, nor appeared at all in it; all 
the pains Mr. Merton took could not 
diſcover where I was: But the proofs 
were too ſtrong to require my confeſ- 
fon ; therefore the cauſe was finiſhed 
without my preſence ; which gave me 
liberty of living where I pleaſed, no 
one now having any power over me, 

This freedom was very acceptable, 
as it enabled me to accompany Captain 
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Turnham to his quarters; tho' the 
condition I was in rendered the thought 
of ſuch a journey very formidable; 
and I knew not whether the place 
where I was going would afford me 
tolerable aſſiſtance. But theſe conſi- 
derations could have no great weight 
with one, to whom there was no other 
being exiſtent but Captain Turnbam. 
I felt myſelf the outcaſt of the world: 
He was the only one I could expect 
ſhould look on me without contempt; 
and to have ſtaid in London, when he 
was ſo far off, would have appeared to 
me little leſs ſolitary than to have been 
placed 1 in a deſart. Beſides, I felt the 
pains of dependance ſo ſenſibly, that 
I would have willingly endured much 
inconvenience, to leſſen the expence I 
was to > Captain Turnham. 


We had been but a little time ſettled 
in Scotland before I was brought-to- 
bed of another boy. 1 rejoiced i in the 
ſex of my children, as it faved me 
from all fears of their becoming as 
Baie OE FONT: forlorn 
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i Jorn and wretched | belog as thei 
mother, FR | 


I had one PR EY in this 1 ying· in 
ſuperior to the others; and "ain 
more than compenſated the thouſand 
inconveniencies we were ſubject to in 
the place we then lived; Captain 
Turnham and I inhabited the — 
houſe, whereby I had much more of 
his Fompany. 

This, tho' a circumſtance then high- 
ly agreeable to me, was, upon the 


whole, I believe an evil, Moſt men 


are ſoon tired by poſſeſſion: Captain 
Turnham, endowed with more than 
common conſtancy, was proof againſt 
this general cure for above three years; 
and perhaps might have continued ſo 
much longer, had there remained any 
difficulties, or neceſſary concealments, 
in our commerce: but now it bore all 
the appearance of matrimony; we- 
were eſtabliſhed in a ſettled menage z 
and as we were unknown in Scotland, 
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we aſſumed the ſame name; and i in- 
terchanged the appellations of huſband 
and wife as freely, as if the matrimo- 
nial ſervice: had Siven us a title to 
them. | 


Our life was more domeſtic than is 
uſual i in that ſtate; the place afforded 
no company to ar us; nor had 
either of us buſineſs to occaſion thoſe 
| ſhort abſences, which are ſo well re- 
warded by the pleaſures of meeting. 
Captain Turnham was not fond of ru- 
ral ſports; we were neither of us ac- 
cuſtomed to read, ſo that we lived a 
coſtant tite g late. Our children made 
our only variety; and, when they be- 
came capable of inſtruction, the teach- 


n afforded a little employment. 
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The T1 ght medium which ſhould be 
fades in theſe caſes, is ſeldom 


learnt but by the experience we gain 


from having fallen into one of the er- 
rors, and felt its fatal effects. 


I have heard of a lady, who, jea- 
lous that the gentlemãn ſhe loved pre- 


ferred another woman, contrived to 


ſhut them up for ſome time together, 


convinced indifference muſt be the 


conſequence; and ſhe thereby have 
room to hope for a return to her pal- 


ſion, when her lover's prepoſſeſſion in 


favour of another was cured. I never 


heard a certain account of her ſucceſs; 
but am perſuaded it would ſeldom 


fail. 


We are all ſo full of fails ant fol- 


lies, that, we could no otherwiſe be- 
come the objects of a violent paſſion, 


but from the ignorance of thoſe who 


conceive it. They ſee us, when na- 


ture and art combine to ſhew us to the 
beſt advantage, The rugged temper 
L4 can 


l. 
can aſſume a ſmile of gentleneſs, and 
for a time wear as ſmooth a brow as if 
no ſtorm could ruffle it; the inerce- 
nary will appear diſintereſted; the ava- 
ricious put on the maſk of generoſity: 
In ſhort, there is no part a perſon can- 
not act for a ſeaſon, if they have but 
intermediate ſpaces, during which they 
cat indulge their natural diſpoſition. © 
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Thus, therefore, while we borrow 
the ſmiles and graces to render our 
perſons attractive, and aſſume the 
femblance of every virtue to confirm 
the charm, we are beloved equal to 
"what we appear; and as we hide our 
imperfections, we lead captive every 


_ affection of the foul. But when, by 


being ſeen every hour, our follies and 
our frailties become conſpicuous, the 
love which was founded on a ſuppoſi- 


tion we were free from them, muſt 


decay; and when we ſhow ourſely 
ſuhject to all the failings of mortalit 


we muſt expect to be loved with only 
gi 2001 $1905 1 n RO Gt It 
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a mortal paſſion, in which eternal 
conſtancy can have no harre. 


Of this I was very ſenſible; but yet 
I could not avoid being greatly affect- 
ed, when. I ſaw Captain Turnham's 
fondneſs abate. . I was always at work; 
his vivacity could not for ever be proof 
againſt a diſmal ſituation, and a total 
want of company. Converſation 
would flag, and even playing with his 
children would often become tedious. 
Ennui, that great deſtroyer of the 
| happineſs of thoſe who have no miſ- 
fortunes to diſtreſs them, reached even 
our ſolitude, and oppreffed Captain 
Turnham's ſpirits. I had no par- 
ticular. reaſon to complain; for he 
grew as weary of every thing about 
him, as of me; but the difference 
was, I only was ſenſible of it, and 
that to a great degree, His affection 
was the only thing in the: world that 
could afford me any ſatisfaction; I 
had no treaſure but that, no friend but 
him, no one elſe to receive me, to ſup- 
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port me, or even to afford me the leaſt 
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Thad placed my affections on him 
from my earlieſt youth; for him I had 
given up all the comforts affluence 
can beſtow; and, what was much 
more, to him I had ſacrificed my con- 
ſcience, my fortune, and my fame. 
For all theſe bleflings his love had ap- 
peared to me a ſufficient exchange ; 
how much then mult I have valued 
it! And in proportion, you will eafily 


imagine, my grief muſt be, at loſing 


it; for © if I loſt his love, I loſt my 
i all.” This I could ſay with more 
propriety than it is generally applied, 
having, in reality,” nothing. in this 
world -befide to enable me to endure 
my exiſtence. 


W 


# 1 * 2 1 1 / 
* j * 
* - - - * 0. H A P. 
2 4 ” 2 * 
% 0 


2271 
1 IT p I A1 215. 
E HA: PRIAGE Sa ASS 


0 H A 7. XVII. 


And as pale ſickneſs does niche | 
Tour frailer part, the breaches made 
In that fair lodging, ſtill more clear 


Make the * gueſt, your ſoul, appear. 
| WALES. 


JF Ib I had been able to reflect ſeriouſly 
on Captain Turnham's behaviour, 
I ought to 3 A thought myſelf fortu- 
nate in having ſo long enjoyed his af- 
fections: Few men thew ſo much 
conſtancy ; but the fate of others ſel- 


dom prepares us for oug own. 


Tho' I had cauſe to grieve, I had 
none to complain; for the Captain's 
indifference, which came by degrees, 
was only the common weakneſs or 
human nature: But he always behaved 
to me with regard and civility ; and 

L 6 con- 


[228] | 
continued- humane, tho he ceaſed to 


be tender. hte fil ONE. 46s 


This was more conducive: to his 
honour than to my peace; for my af- 
fection was unabated ; and mere hu- 
manity is but an unſatisfactory return 
for extreme love. But I did not from 
this receive more pain than from my 
pride, which now felt I was ſupported 
by his charity: While he was attached 


to me, he was inſenſible to the dimi- 


nution of his fortune; but when it 
continued to leſſen, without yielding 
him any gratification, he could not 


but be we at it. 


Fer a long time I SSR blind to 
this alteration, fearing to turn indiffer- 
ence.into diſlike, and that my compa- 
ny, which was now only dull to him, 


ſhould become irkſome; but at laſt, 


when I ſaw he grew alarmed at che 
decreaſe of his fortune, I could not 


help offering to deliver him from ſo 


* a 3 . bim, that 1 
120800 had 
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had rather venture any diſtreſs, thay þ 
bring him into difficulties. 121 


Captain Turnham, with an appear- 
ance of real regard and generoſity, in- 
— me never to mention ſuch a 
thought any more; for that he would 
always ſhare his fortune with me and 
felt too much gratitude for the attach 
ment I had ſhewn him, ever to let 
me ſuffer by it, in any reſpect from 
which he * ſave me; and that if 
time had cooled his paſſion, nothing 
{hows ever extinguiſh his generoſity. 


1 could not deny there being a great 
deal in his proceeding ; but the moſt 
delicate generoſity is known by few. 
A perſon may give much, and yet 
have little of it. Vanity, a ſenſe of 
duty, or ſeveral other motives, may 
occaſion donations; but the truly ge- 
nerous will wiſh to conceal their bouns 
ty from the objects of it, and pretend 
ſome: gratification - to themſelves, in 
Ne * they do for the good of 

another; 
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another; they know that poverty gives 
pangs leſs ſharp than the humiliating 
benefactions of indelicate - perſons, 
Nor ought an extreme ſenſibility, in 
this reſpect, to be called pride in the 
indigent; for to be without it would 
be meanneſs. The caſual gifts of the 
rich may be received without ſuffering; 
none can endure a ſettled ſtate of 
endance, that has a poſſibility of 
avording it it, who has not a „rr 


mind. 


What Gendihip beſtows, we re- 
ceive with pleaſure; it proves the af- 
fection which we cheriſh ; and while 
we feel the benefit of the effect, we 
rejoice more in reflecting on ane cauſe 


THERE who love, 


N owing, owe not, 


Aud are at once indebted and diſcharg'd. 


Had Captain Turnham attributed his 
behaviour to friendſhip, which had 
ſacceeded to love, and which his con- 


duct would well have warranted, . I 
© Ivo ſhould 


* 
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ould have more contentedly y accept- 
ed his good offices; but when it was 


made the giſt of generoſity, one only 


conſideration” could make me conti- 
nue the dependant on his bounty; and 
that was our children: I could not 
leave them; nor could he conſent to 


part with them. Indeed if he had, it 


was impoſſible for me to ſu . them 
and e tt lat 


M love for them was accom 
with no alloy ; for they returned it in 


the tendereſt manner; and made it 


impoſſible for me to leave them to 
the care of thoſe, who would feel 
none of a mother's fondneſs. This 
tie I fanſied was all; but I have ſince 
learned, that my affection for Captain 
Turnham was {till ſo great, that tho 
beheld by him with indifference, his 
abſence would have yy mona ey a 
heavier misfortune. 


We lived in our ſolitary e 


four years, when we were rather re- 


moved 


4 
f 
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moved than. relieved; Captain 1 
ham, with the reſt of the regim 
being ordered to Gibraltar. 3 like. 
aa 1. ente n, 


This place, tho. not 3 to 


the Captain, was leſs diſmal than that 
we left; but more ſo to me in one e- 
ſpect: For as we there met more who 
knew him, and my hiſtory, 1 no lon- 


ger appeared his wife; but was known 
on what I really w was. 


This ſhut me out of the company 
of all the women of any conſideration; 
and had another effect more diſagre- 
able to.me; for, in the dejected ſtate 
of my mind, I was not very fit for 
company. The gentlemen ſoon 
ceived, or naturally apprehended, that 
the Captain's love for me muſt be 
worn out: And whether women were 
ſcarce or ugly there I know not; but 
ſeyeral were willing to deliver him of 
a miſtreſs, who they thought muſt be 
grown too much an incumbranee, for 
— any 
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any addreſſes they could make to her, 


8 an offence" wr Arguags of 


Amongſt the Auanber whe Gberke 
that the woman, whoſe frailty had ren- 
dered her the miſtreſs of one 'man, 
would not refuſe to be ſo to others, 
the moſt aſſiduous was a perſon of 
great diſtinction there. He offered 
me affluence and love, two bleſſings 
of which J ſenſibly felt the want; but 
the latter appeared to me deſirable only 
from one perſon; and I could not 
think of obtaining * other Up . 
tution. 


I had Rats" eaſt. ie believes "Oi 


\ tain Turnham would not have been 
forry, if I had proved more comply- 


ing; but he ſeemed to honour my con- 
ſtaney, and reſpect the perſeverance 
with which I refuſed all that gentle- 
man's propoſals. This was a great 
gratification to me: I flattered myſelf 
I had acquired his good opinion; this 
3 me in my reſiſtance; l for 

thjere 
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there was nothing I could not have 
ſuffered to fix his eſteem, | which, af- 
ter my conduct, appeared ſo difficult 
for me to * But a man's vanity 
i pleads i in excuſe of the faults we com- 
mit for him; and his great idea of his 
own charms makes him thinks us leſs 
blameable, than if any, other * been 
* occaſion of our rally, | 


In the third year of our abbde at 
Gibraltar, the Captain was ſeized with 
a fever; it was not violent, but tedi- 
ous; and, after ſuffering a long time, 
he was at laſt as ſenſtble as thoſe about 
him, that his death approached. I 
had nurſed him with the utmoſt aſſi- 
duity; and the near proſpect of part- 
ing with me, and his children, re- 
kindled his affection for me, and till 
increaſed his for them. He lamented 
in the moſt pathetic terms, that he 
ſhould leave us deſtitute of any provi- 
ſion; tho' he had the ſatisfaction of 
reflecting, that his did not proceed 
fom extravagance, but from the ne- 


ceſſary 


. 
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ceſſary expences of our family, which 
exceeded the income of his ſmall com- 
miſſion, and by degrees had conſumed 
his whole fortune. 


He aſked my pardon for the indif- 


ference he had ſhown to me for ſe- 


veral years paſt; and thanked me for 
my conſtant attachment to him, with 
ſo much teiiderneſs as made me forget 
all his former coldneſs, and feel as 
much diſtraction at the approach of 
his diſſolution, as if his life was a cer- 
tain ſource of happineſs. 


It is ſcarcely poſſible to ſuffer a 
ſharper affliction than I did for his 
death; which was increaſed by the 
ſenſibility of my children, who were 
old enough to feel great grief for their 


father, tho' they were not apprized of 


the full extent of their loſs: Nor indeed 


were they capable of underſtanding it; 


for our affections generally come earlier 
than our prudence. | | 


os Upon 


361 
examining the ſtate of the 
Captrin's affairs, I found that his fot. 
tune was entirely ſpent; and there re- 
mained by us ſcarcely enough to diſ- 
hg the Ny of his funeral. | 


Thi ound not but be! an edaitiond 
grief to the mother of three children, 
- which began now to require education, 
and yet were far from being able to 
contribute towards their fupport, the 
eldeſt being but nine years old. He 
had gone to ſchool from the time we 


came to Gibraltar; but he was now 


little like] y to continue there. 


* 


* As: ſooh as Captain Turnham was 
dead, ſome of the 
had adele me, renewed their pro- 


but they were accompanied 


with ſurh expreſſions of ſatisfaction in 


the deceaſe of their favoured rival, 
that they turned my indifference into 


deteſtation, and I rejected them all; 
ſhewing that the bare remembrance of 
a ma ſo much more juſtly eſteemed 


by 


perſons, who before 
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by me, was ſufficient to fruſtrate all 
their hopes. In this I felt great ſatis- 
faction, as an exerciſe of my Hdelity 
to him; which was my firſt Wilk, tho” 
I had no proſpect of a ſupport but 
from a continuance in the way of life 
to which I had been ſo. long accuſ- 
tomed ; but to perſevere in it for pe- 
cuniary motives, was very irkfome to 
me. To my romantic diſpoſition, 
love had given a ſort of ſanction to my 
actions; and tho they were vicious, 
yet they appeared to mè leſs mean, 
than thoſe of a mercenary proſtitute, 


With this turn of mind, it is eaſy to 
imagine, that I could not determine 
on a courſe. ſo odious to me, while I 
could ſubſiſt without it. Accordingly ' 
I ſold. the little effects we had, and 
raiſed a ſmall ſum, on which I lived” 
with the utmoſt - frugality for ſome” 
time, waiting an arent ey return- 
ing to r ang, 0 2 


13; 
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As th' Elm, which of its arms the ax bereaves, 


Newſtrength and vigour from its wounds receives; 


Their rage by loſs of blood is kindled more; 


And with their guns, like hurricanes, they roar, 


Like hurricanes, the knotted oaks they tear, 
ee, vex;d ocean, and torment the air. 


DN. 


1 Thought * very fortunate, 
when 1 heard that a Captain, with 
whom I had ſome acquaintance, was 
ordered to fail for England. I had 
not ſeen him from the time of Captain 
| 2 s death; but on this occa- 
plied to him. 1 was able to 
pay 2 for my paſſage; and there- 
fore addrefled him with ſome fears of 
not ſucceeding ; but was more fortu- 
nate ep. I could have hoped. 


The 


[ 239] | 
The Captain received me with the 
teſt civility; and very politely aſ- 
ured me, that my company would 
render his voyage much more agrecable 


than he had expected to find it. 


I thought it neceſſary to intimate, 
that J was very ſorry it was not in my 
power to make the return for the fa- 
vour J aſked which I could wiſh ; but 
ſhould be glad to know what would 


be required for my paſſage and my 
childrens, 


To this the Capthin very generouſly 
anſwered,. He ſhould think himſelf 
overpaid by our company ; for that he 
always found it very irkſome to be 
ſhut up with no other converſation 
than that of his ſhip's crew, which 
was not generally the moſt agreeable. 
Tho! I preſſed his agreeing to accept 
what little I could pay, yet he conti- 
nued the fame aſſertion, and would 
not hear of any thing I could fay 


againſt it. 


7 „ 


20 
| This gen, eroſity was fo ſeaſonable a 
a relle as it afforded me a fa ort for 
the little remaining money Thad, that 


| 
1 I ſhould have accepted it 0 heſi- 


tation, had it not been for the peculi- 
arity of my ſituation. I feared the Cap. 
tain's bounty was not quite diſintereſt- 

ed; and therefore could not take the 
benefit of it with ſo little ceremony as 
I ſhould otherwiſe have done; but 
was not ſorry that he perſiſted in his 
offer of conveying me at no expence to 
England, tho I thought it proper to 
eontend with him 8 5 the ſubject. 


Before we ſet out I had my ſuſpici- 
ons ſtrengthened: His attentions to me 
were beyond what common politeneſs 
_ diftates; and he ſhewed a fondneſs for 
my children, which I could not ſuppoſe 
he felt. However, I was not in a Fitu- 
ation to ſtand on great delicacies ; 
therefore I did not alter my purpoſe, 
which muſt haye been attended With 
the greateſt i inconveniences, 


* 


1 
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After we put out to ſea, the Cap- 
tain became 915 explicit in his 6. 


F and to 18 that he had 
loved me during n We; 
but reſpected my him, 


and my great dern too — to 
attempt to obtain my favour: That 


my conduct to that gentleman had 


made his eſteem correl| pond..ſo well 
with his love, that it had fixed all, his 
affections on me; and if he might be 
ſo happy as to ſucceed; Mr. Turnham 


im my heart, 1, ſhould find that his 


gratitude and conſtancy were equal to 
my wiſhes, and he would look an, my 
children as his own. _ 


As this was 2 ſubject he often, be- 
gan, he communicated to me the 
views he had in favour of my children; 
which were ſo much to their advan- 


tage, and at the ſame, time ſo practi. 


cable, that I had great reaſon to expect 
they muſt ſucceed. 415 promiſed me 


lkewiſe, that if I would grant his ſuit, 
he would make a, ſettlement on me as 
Ver. 1 M oon 
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ſoon" as we came on ſhore; and ſuch. 


a proviſion for my children as ſhould 
ſecure —8. both to me and them, 5 
N hm out esel wer arte.” 


ir vii 
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J could by any means have expected; 
and there was ſuch a viſible ſincerity in 


the Captain's manmer, that I could not 


doubt His fulfilling his promiſe. This 
delivered me from all the ſolicitude to 
which I was before a prey, when I 
looked on my helplefs children; and 
my heart felt a degree of compoſure, 
that I welcomed as a long abſent friend. 
But I was to be brought to true hap- 
pineſs by the road of diſappointment 


"ic forrow. . "IA 


is One day i the een as we 
were ſitting in the Captain's cabbin, 
and playing with my children, of 
whom the Captain ſeemed as fond as 
if they were his own, we were alarm- 


ed wicht a cry, that a French man of 


om was W towards us. The 
K Captain 
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1 Captain immediately ran upon deck, 
| and found. it true. He prepared every 
f ching far an attack; and had but juſt 
| leiſure! to ſtep down to me, gg ber 
4 would ſupport my ſpirits as well as.I 
1 could, during a ſcene which muſt be 
3 ſhocking to one of my ſex; aſſuring 
1 | * did not doubt giving a good 
t account of the French ſhip (chat was 
$ his phraſe) j for his Was a good one, 
and his men Nane f fellows. * 54125 


The attack began ſoon after he left 

4 me; and was ſo very terrible, that I 

|, | was ſcarcely in my ſenſes. I kept my 

J- three children- Tong the Whole 

it time, determined, if poſſible, that we 
would go together; for 1 imagined. it 

q probable a ball might reach us; but I 

'E was ſo ſtunned with the thunder of the 

1. guns, and ſo heartily frighted, that I 

f was e of any FR Wiggle. aol] 


1- e at once I was rouſed by ihe 
of Captain's being brought into the cab- 
e ip and. Wane: They laid him 
in 


down | 


- 
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down on the bed, and left him there. 
The ſpectacle filled me with hotror 
and grief. My children ſereamed with 


terrors, which added to mine; and the 


firſt moments were paſſed in diſtrac- 
tion: But a recollection that there 
might be a poſſibility of aſſiſting him, 


brought me to my reaſon: I went to 


hands; but told me, that there was 


9 


- The" ſurgeon" was too right 


wounds was thro' 


him, but found him withour'ſenſe or 


motion: However, hoping it "might 


be only the conſequences of* the great 
_ effuſion of blood, I tore my apron and 
handkerchief, to tie up his wounds. 
Before I had performed it, the ſurgeon 
came, who took my office out of my 


no hopes; for he believed one of the 
his heart. ee 
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t in his 


judgment; for the poor Captain never 


ſhewed any ſigns of life, tho' every 


thing was tried to revive him. This 


ſhock took from me all thought about 
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the ſucceſs of the fight,” and of any 
dangets to which 1 mn _ 
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loud:huzzas made us ſenſible that our 
ſhip, had obtained the victory; but, 
upon inquiry, it was too much ſhat- 
tered, and all were in ſuch confuſion 
from the Captain s death, that they 
thought it not per to es the 
chnemy far. a ' 
ot mall: en 

A reſolution 1 much 2 = 
the ſea; was now become: terrible to 
me; and my-grief for the Captain was 
very ſincere ; which will be eaſily be- 
lieved, as my intereſt was ſo much 
concerned; for his death robbed me 
of the hopes on which I had ſo firmly 


depended, . — for myſelf and chil- 
dren: But all my affſiction was not 
only on this account; for I had ſo 


great an eſteem for his generoſity, and 


ſo much gratitude for his humane in- 
tentions for me and my children, that I 
ſincerely regretted the. laſh of ſo wor- 


0 a. mes. 1 1 bit 
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The inch was fair 'P and it was, 5 not 


ben before we got into Sr xa 


M 3 perſon 
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per ſon who had been appbiited admi- 
niſtrator in caſe of the Captain's death, 
before he went abroad, when he made 
- up. the Captain's accounts, demanded 
of me the uſual price of a paſſenger; 
and as 1 had no proof of the Captain's 
generous intentious, I could not defend 
myſelf. The unexpectedneſs of his 
death had prevented his giving me any 
fecurity in this reſpect, or of making 
any diſpoſition in my favour. 


The demand upon me was greater 
than I had money to acquit. What 
J had, I offered; but the adminiſtra- 
tor would not believe it was my whole 
| ſtock, and threatened me with impri- 
ſonment, if I did not advance the re- 
mainder. This was a dreadful fitua- 
tion: 1 had no redreſs in my power; 
and thought the hazard was too great 
to wait the event; ſo took the firſt op- 
portunity of going on ſhore; and as 
we were then come to Deptford, a 
fort time carried me and my 
cb Ic en to Loggdon. DIS ADN 10 (L 
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I wrote, him word from thence that 
1 had left the ſhip, not out of a deſire 
of depriving him of what money I 


had, but to ſave myſelf from rg 


impriſoned far the payment of what I 
had not. I aſſerted the promiſe the 


Captain had given me of taking no- 
thing for my paſſage; but at the ſame 


time offered to pay him all I poſſeſſed, 


if he inſiſted on it; and informed him 
where to direct a letter, to acquaint 
me with his reſolution; intending to 
take care that he ſhould not by that 


means find out where I was. 


The adminiſtrator now began to fear, 


that by too obſtinately requiring all he 
might demand, he ſhould loſe what 
he might get. He therefore diſpatch- 


ed a letter to me directly, and offered 


me an acquittance on the terms I pro- 


| 3 3173 516 OS 
a Ne 6 103 10 VURGLIOO 
Thus the diſpute was ſettled; and I 


left without a. ſhilling for the ſupport | 


of myſelf and children; All the con- 
M4 ſeolation 


— 


t 

folation I had, was the liberty I had 

F.- i ay) ED GUYS &LSTHRESD 
Teared t&'l6k, and which now I began 
to think was more dreadful than im- 
priſonment, as that would have obliged 
the perſon Who put me there, to 
maintain me. Certainly thofe muſt 
| Have à great love for freedom, who 
think it a recompence for the ,want-of 

a ſubfiſtance; and indeed what liberty 
can a perſon in the utmoſt want boaſt 
of poſſeſſing? Neceſſity is the wortt 
bondage; it forces our wills, and en- 
flaves our bodies; it obliges us to do 
things moſt contrary to our choice. 
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8 * 9 can \ be dreadful to the bad + 3 

_ Toi innocence 'tis like a bug- -bear, dreſed : 
Ts frighten. children: Pull bat off his m. 

Y "And bene a friend. — Raum 
gc en an "Diver, 
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Det, of money Fic of . 
I was in the utmoſt diſtreſs of 
mind and body. My children, Who 
had hitherto been a 2 21 under 
all my misfortunes, were now 
heavieſt grievance, as I felt their wants 
more ſenſibly than my own ;. and had 
no hope of being able to gain a ſup- 
port for ſo many. This thought almoſt 
diſcouraged me from doing what 1. 
might, becauſe I knew 1t would not b 
ſufficient. However, preſſed by UF . 
fity, as much as by deſpair, I 1448 7 
<q my landlady to procure me ſome 
M 5 needle— 
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| needlework; Le thing I. was ca- 
28 y landlady, who 
ept a little ORE told me, ſhe had a 
good cuſtomer, from whom ſhe fan- 
Fed J might receive empleyment; and 
went directly to aſk for ſome, and ac- 
e brought me a cn 1 850 
1 diſpatched this work with the ut- 
moſt” haſte a ſtarving perſon could 
make, to-procure food? for herſelf, and 
thoſe * were ſtill dearer to her, and 
ed to carry it home; re- 

| NO why! landlady hinted, that at my 
return ſhe ſhould expect to Wa 
what was paid me, in part of my 

week: s lodging, which was then due. 


This was a great damp on the j 
1 lt i in going to e the trifle I 
- pained3 which was fo little, as TR 
ciently proved the im poffibility of 
maintaining, with my own hands, 
myſelf and family. I had not long 
to indulge” my reflections; and they 
W too * for me to _— 
#5 $$: er 


work. I acknowleged I was ſenſible 
I could not; but could as yet think of 


then expati 
tages I might receive from a perſon. re- 


— 
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their continuance. ; for nhe: houſe, to 


which Tn. 2 55 1 * 9 
mene 8 17* e 


1 Was led i in to the miſtreſs df it, 
whoſe appearance, as well as that of 
ery thing about her, left me in no 
doubt of — occupation. She inquir- 
ed into my circumſtances; which I 
told, 1 that readineſs wherewith 


the unhappy always relate hey . 


She aſked me, if L thought it poſ- 
able to maintain ſo many by my plains 


no other means of livelihood. She 
ated much on the advan- 


markably engaging; an expreſſion yan 
muſt attribute to flattery, becauſe there 


is now little appearance of it remain- 


ing; ſo great are the ravages made he- 
tween that time and this, by a courſe 


* | life, -which deſtroyed my healthy 


M 6 and 
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an tormentet m mind; a perio period ſo 
odious to my l that 1 
ſhall paſs over ver the relation as conciſely 


as. poſſi ble. ee en ue 


- 44716 | Ni I 


Sy wall therefore omit ewe 
this woman uſed,” and thoſe ſtill — 
er which were urged by neceſſity, to 
prevail © on me to add other means for 
my ſupport to thofe T had already be- 
gun. My children were too great an 
incumbrance for her to wiſ to have 

me in her houſe: Her offers were more 
advantageous, as ſhe left me at my li- 
berty; and only claimed half of what 

. was given me. Upon the ſtrength of 
this agreement, ſhe was ſure to procure 
a conſiderable price for me; and tho” 
the bloom of youth was paſt, et ſhe 
1 1o fine a romance for me, 
as gave a "dignity to my appearance; 
* - which anſwered her purpoſe" — 1 


+ 
— 
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moſt proflig 
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I had. now a ſufficient maintenance; 
Ky db 1 of the means where 
fs endered me miſerable. 

I 45 pied W e f, and deteſted every 
one J converſed with; for I Was ex- 
cluded from the ſociety of any but the 
ate and Far arc "They 


indeed thoughi my_ ſituation. worthy 
their envy ; becauſe 1 enjoyed my I- 
berty, as they called it, and had a 


great ſhare in the products of my vice; 


whereas they were only maintained as 


ſlaves; and had as little the command 
of themſelves, as if they were ſuch. 
But I was too wretched: to perceive 
this preference; and was no leſs un- 


happy than they were, tho Fab 
with leſs apparent reaſon. 1.3 | 


- The extreme e which this | 


cavele of life brought upon me, 'agreed 


very well with the romance the old 


- bawd. invented for me, and gave'it an 


air of truth ; and a diſtinction to me, 
which ſet me much above the reſt; 
As difagreeable as the ſight of the 

| wretched 


A 
3. 
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_ 
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died, and che fecond's health daily 
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wretched is to moſt 2 yet there 
was fomething ſo new —— 
to ſee a wornan, oppreſied. with mel- 
ancholy, among à crew, ''where the 
molt diſſolute wantonnels, the moſt 
frantic 'mirth, and abandoned licenti- 
ouſneſs of manners reigned, chat it 
had à great charm for many, and 
made them ſuppoſe there muſt be 
ſomething very peculiar in the fate of 
a woman, who could cloath profliga- 
ey in the garb of oP Are n 


R vir tue. 


Dating 5 time, my eldeſt Yon 
de- 
elites, and filled me with continual 
alarms. I had kept both of them at 
ſchool from the time I was able to af- 
ford it. Their maſter was a man of 
very rigid piety, and a good ſcholar. 
The forward genius of ' both theſe 


children charmed him: They learned 
ſo faſt, that he thought they deſerved 


his particular — and took _ 


dee in, 
bell 7 


125701 
As be 22 of ſtill more 
conſequence to religious | 
ciples into their tender minds, As 6 
GH: them with learning, - his gfeateſt 
care was d in inſtructing them 
in their religion; he taught them both 
the faith and practice of chriſtianity ; 
and: was delighted to ſee with what 
attention his little pupils liſtened to 
him, and how well they e 
all his doctrine. . 


The endet was orkatly co 
in the death of the eldeſt, who, with 
uncommon ſagacity, perceived his end 
approaching, and bore it with amaz- 
ing compoſure. Seeing me in the 
deepeſt affliction, he endeavoured to 

offer me all the conſolation his prin- 
ciples could dictate. He me 
not to grieve for him; for * he hoped 
« he was going to a better world: 
«That I had often told them how 


« -deſtitate their condition was; but 
e that he was now. haſtening to a 


+ Place, where all his wants would be 
or ſupplied : 


2561 
* ſupplicd : „That he was Aorry to 


: ee ſo affectionate a mother; but 
<< received great comfort from think- 
« ing he Was going to a merciful and 
7 © indulgent father; to Him, who had 
« . loved the world. that be gave bit 
any begotten Son, 10 the 54 we might 
net periſb, but have 1 He; 
% and hoped to. be received. b by that 
« Son, the God of mercy and love.“ 


He then gave his brother much good 
advice, intreating him ** ſince he might 
<« not, like himſelf, have the bleſſing of 

being taken ſo early out of a wicked 
* world, to guard againſt all the tempt- 
a ations of it; to bear afflictions, 
3 and diſtreſs of every. kind; 
2 to endure all that man can inflict, 

<« rather than offend. his Maker 'and 
6 Redeemer.” He repreſented, ( how 
« dreadful it muſt be for thoſe to fall 
« into. the hands of the living; God, 
„ ho have dae but wrath 0 er- 


« pe.” __ — n | \ 4 2 3 * *% "7 f 2 
a | g N e 1 4 
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directly. My fon aſked his pardon 
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A long time, like one inſpired, did 
he expatiate on this ſubject, intending 
to Warn his brother from the evil he 
might fall into; but how much more 
did his words affect me! His brother 
received his advice with ſatisfaction; 
had nothing to repent of; and reſolved 
to regulate his conduct by it; but it 
filled me with horror and remorſe. 1 
felt, that they were my fins which de- 
prived me of ſuch an angel, before he 
new the deplorable wickedneſs of his 
mother; which, to his divine diſpo- 


ſition, muſt have been 225 worſe * 


death. 


After he had laid all that he thought 
could be uſeful to me, or his brother, 


he begg d the latter to requeſt his {chool- | 


maſter's preſence; and that, as an' ad- 
ditional obligation to all he had con- 
ferred upon him, he would come and 
pray by him. 


The good man complied, and came 


for 
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- for giving him that trouble; but told | 
him. = thought he ſhould, pray 
« with more ſatistaction, and freedom 
*« of ſpirit, if he aſſiſted him, than if 
* any — performed. that office; and 
&« had reaſon to believe his humanity 
would readily grant that favour to 
one whom he er bleſſed with ſo 
much of his care, and fa m * 
„ mirable 2 
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The good man burſt into tears at ſo 
affecting a ſcene, and aſſured him, 
he looked upon the requeſt, for 
„ which he apologized, as 1 higheſt 
obligation; and found his heart 
* both warmed and edified hos AR be- 
, haviou. 


0 4 ſon then told him, he: had one 
thing to wiſh, if it was not improper. 
2 He ſhould feel great joy, if he might 
ce receive the ſacrament ; but, if the 
* Doctor judged him too young, as 
ff the feared he was, he begged he 
{th would _ to comply with that in- 


iti 6 clination, 


d 
y 
n 
if 
d 
y 
O 
0 
* 
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« clination, indulge him in any thing 
to which he thought it a preſump- 


0 "ns in him to en 10 


The Doctor replied, that . tho his 
<« age ſeemed unfit, yet his under- 
<« ſtanding was ſo perfect, and his prin- 
* ciples ſo pure; that he had no ob- 
jection; on the contrary, ſhould re- 
ceive great ſatisfaction from admi- 
e niſtring it to him; but feared too 
0 long a ſervice might oppreſs him.” 


The poor boy afſured him, chat, 
{0 far from it, he muld beg. he 


 * would read both the office for the 


« dying, and the whole communion 
& ſervice; for it would refreſh» rather 
te than fatigue him ; and he wiſhed 


death might find him at prayers, 


«« that he might die, as he . riſe 


_ © again, praiſing and REY God.” 


The good man defired to l = 
. — 2 
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which made him grieve for my child 
| WI he had been his n. 18 NF 
twee yar ot e toit 
2 turned to me, and told me he 
ſuppoſed I would partake: of the 
communion with my ſon,” and be- 
the ſervice not waiting for my an- 
ſwer. I felt - myſelf not fit for ſo ſo- 
lemn an act of devotion, but knew not 
how to avoid it. I therefore conform- 
ed; but as the ſervice proceeded, it 
awakened my conſcience to ſo bitter a 
ſenſe of my wickedneſs, that I fell into 
ſuch an agony of horror at the thought 
of my iniquity, that I could not at- 
tempt to join in an act of worſhip with 
perſons ſo unlike myſelf. I therefore, 
as _— by the rb 1 was in, 

aer ; | tat noi 


YN 


88 An was over, he old 
gentleman came to me: Suppoſing the 
agony which had ſeized me proceeded 
from my tenderneſs for my child, he 
meant to offer me ſome — 


= eee congratulated me. on 
10 “ having 
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* having a ſon whoſe exemplary pie- 
<< ty, at an age when few think of 
religion, was ſo greatly edifying; 
and that when he conſidered his ex- 
4 treme youth he ſhould be apt to 
e believe him ſupernatural; if his bro- 
ther was not as extraordinary for 
6 his years.” He endeavoured to per- 
ſuade me that his death did not come 
too ſoon, ſince it would lead him to a 
glorious and bleſſed eternity. 83 


He then ſhewed me how happy: it 
was to be taken out of the world be- 
fore he was tainted with the vices of 
it; and repreſented the danger to which 
he would have been expoſed had he 
lived to a maturer age, in colours 
vhich ſet my own crimes in ſo ſtrong 
a light, that while he leſſened my 

grief for my fon, he 1 * 
fliction for e 1 


fe was interrupted by _ WY 
called by the poor boy; who, finding 
Kimſelf fail 1 faſt, begged him to 


_ bw "ay 


U 


p wꝛ ⁵˙¾.]•tñ. eo wo 


s Ne he 
expired without a groan, with a ſmile 
ä — ne n 

nnr. 


A Was now. paſtliteningto to any.con- 

ſolation; ſo the good —.— and 

went away, praying that preſent 

t have as happy an end to this 

lite, and as bleſſed a beginning of the 

*y as he made no doubt this youth 
a 


34 conſcience. was too — a- 
| — to ſuffer me to continue my 


diſſolute life: But I knew not by what 


means to ſubſiſt: However, as I had a 
trifle by me, I allowed myſelf time to 


reflect on all that offered itſelf to ed 


of 


1 had band of the inſtitution of 
this Aſylum; but my children appear- 


| —— me an inſurmountable obſtruc- 


Ithen fanſied, that this good 


ſhoot alter WAS ſo excellent a man, 


AN | 9 that, 


14 
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that, perhaps, if T-confeſſed all my 


crimes, and told him that my children 
refuge | 


prevented me from 
— he might poſſibly aſſiſt me in 
getting them off my hands, rather than 
hazard my being tempted to eontinue 
in a way of life ſo pernicious both to 
ſoul and body; tho, when the one is 
concerned, the other does Lone a: cy? 
the leaft conſideration. | | 


This thought occurred to me, 21 
was attending my children in a walk 
a little way out of town, which I had 
begun to practiſe, in hopes the air 
might be of ſervice to the poor boy, 
who was now become my eldeſt ſon. 


As Las forming the plan wien 
Iſhould purſue the ſcheme, which ap- 
peared the only one that offered me a 
means of reformation, I paſſed by ſome 
children playing. The neatneſs of 
their dreſs, and the orderly manner 
they appeared in, tempted me to in- 
quire Who they were, and was told, 

9 they 


_—_ | [+264 12 4 

A * were the offspring of penitents 

© who had been, or were juſt going to 
be, received into the Magdalen-Haule; 

©. ſome of their mothers * detained 

dut of it by ſickneſs, 


This | awakened a moſt pleaſing 
© hope in me. On inquiry, I found the 
moſt humane Inftitutors of this charity 
did not object to the additional charge 
of children, ſince it doubled the mt 
fit they conferred. I could not for- 
bear examining into the care that was 
taken of theſe helpleſs | infants ; and 
was charmed to find how plentifully 
all their neceſſities were ſupplied, and 
the ſtill greater attention that was paid 
to the cultivation of their minds, that 
they might be inſtructed to avoid all 
the vices which had occaſioned their 
parents deſtruction, and the great dan- 
ger their children had incurred of be- 


q ing no leſs unfortunate. 


I let flip no time in preſenting my- 


4 ſelf to this Hoſpital : I attended the 
meeting 


ons for that 


e 


N. * 
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meeting the next rig and was Wh 


received, and my children taken care 
of. 
lere has all my ME Wes: ended) 3 
and here I hope, by cope of mer to 
waſh out my fins. The 

cy is my conſolation ; and great as 


offences are, I know Divine mexcy | is 


greater; and that can pardon what is 


- - - 4 # 


ope of mer- 


too atrocious to be 1 by repent- 


ance ; but my life ſhall paſs in petiti- 

grace, hich by aſking 
for, we are efurel we may obtain; 
and in praying for, and bleſſing, thoſe 


formation, 


Ik, as we are told, thoſe who ſave 
a ſoul ſhall ſhine like the ſtars in hea» © 

ven, how bright muſt be that glory, 
which is reſerved for the Beneficent 


Inſtitutors of this charity! They have 


who have offered me, and wretches 
like me, the power and means of re- 


found out a means nite beings to 


Var, My '-. IN do 


{ * 

4 
17 
9 

= 
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<> infinite benefit; ace the good 
& have conferred on us will reach 
all eternity; but their happineſs 
2 exceeds ours, how great ſoever 
28 "ey be, as much as it is more . 
_ . 7-2 than to retei ve. 
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